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THE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF SCI-
ENTIFIC SOCIETIES.

‘Wz are able to publish through the cour-
tesy of the President of the National Acad-
emy of Sciences, Dr. Wolcott Gibbs, the
correspondence arranging for the confer-
ence of Scientific Societies held at Wies-
baden on the 9th and 10th of October, 1899.
‘We hope to be able to publish later through
the courtesy of Professor H. P. Bowditch,
delegate from the National Academy of Sci-
ences, an account of the Conference based on
the official proceedings. It is scarcely neces-
sary to call attention to the greatimportance
of the plans of the Conference for the ad-
vancement of science and for the good under-
standing between nations to which the ad-
vancement of science is largely contributing.

THE ROYAL SOCIETY, BURLINGTON HOUSE,
LonpoN, W., April 14, 1899.

B8Ir: The Royal Society has frequently had
occasion to take action in respect to scientific
undertakings calling for the codperation of sev-
eral countries, and undertakings of this nature
show a tendency to increase. The experience
of the Society has lead to the belief that it
would be very advantageous to the interests of
science generally if some machinery could be
devised, by means of which suggestions made
for international codperation in scientific en-
quiries could be thoroughly discussed by the
leading men of science from a purely scientific
point of view, before definite proposals are
made with a view to official action by the Gov-
ernments of the countries concerned.
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was about 43,600,000 cans, one does not wonder
that the streams of Alaska are becoming de-
pleted. This depletion, already serious, is
caused, not by over-fishing alone, but by ¢bar-
ricading,’ a process whereby the fish are actually
prevented from ascending the streams to spawn,
and are compelled to remain practically im-
pounded in the lower waters, awaiting the
pleasure of the packers. Although barricading
is punishable by heavy fine and imprisonment,
the laws are not enforced, and an industry now
yielding $3,000,000 annually is threatened with
ultimate extinction. ) ,

Dr. Hugh M. Smith, in charge of the scien-
tific work of the Commission, and Mr. Barton
A. Bean contribute a paper on ¢ The Fishes of the
District of Columbia.” This and similar faun-
istic papers that the authors have published else-
where have proved of great convenience to ich-
thyologists and local naturalists, and will be of
no little assistance to students of geographical
distribution. A second paper by Dr. Smith is on
‘The Southern Spring Mackerel Fishery of the
United States.” The paper gives an account of
the history and importance of this fishery. It
reviews the reasons for the prohibition of the
fishery by Congress, in 1888 ; it gives an account
of the fishery subsequent to the five years of
closure, that is, since 1892 ; and considers cer-
tain questions that are suggested by the facts
connected with this remarkable, and in many
ways exceptional, action of Congress. It isto
be regretted that the spring mackerel fishery,
since the termination of the closed period, shows
no improvement ; the catches of the last seven.
seasons have not paid for the expense of equip-
ping the vessels.

The article on ¢ The Mussel Fishery and Pearl-
Button Industry of the Mississippi River,’ by Dr.
Smith, contains a description of the mussels
used in button-making ; a history of the mussel
fishery, which has developed into an important
industry during the present decade, nearly four
thousand tons of shells having been collected
by the fishermen of the Mississippi River in
1898 ; and a statistical review of the button in-
dustry, since the time of its establishment in
Muscatine, Iowa, in 1891. The article concludes
with certain timely recommendations, which, if
early adopted by the States concerned, will
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prevent the destruction of the industry, now
threatened by improvidence and avarice.

The eighth article, by Professor C.J. Herrick,
is on the ‘Peripheral Nervous System of the
Bony Fishes.” Itis based upon a study of the
silverside, and emanates from the biological
laboratory of Woods Hole. Since this paper
was issued in the form of a reprint, Professor
Herrick’s magnificent monograph has appeared
in the Journal of Comparative Neurology.

Another contribution from the government
laboratory is made by Dr. Smith, in his ‘ Notice
of a Filefish new to the Fauna of the United
States.” A second capture of this filefish
(Alutera monoceros) was reported in a recent
number of SCIENCE. A third contribution from
the laboratory is by the reviewer, and is a brief
history of the discovery, disappearance, and
final reappearance of the tilefish.

The concluding article is by Charles H. Ste-
venson, on the *‘Preservation of Fishery Prod-
ucts for Food.” It covers more than two
hundred pages, is amply illustrated, and is ex-
haustive in its treatment. The methods of re-
taining, curing, preserving, storing, packing,
and shipping fishery products of the most di-
verse nature are thoroughly discussed by one
who has evidently spared no pains to make his
paper of real value. H. C. Bumpus.
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