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LORD KELVIN'S ADDRESS ON THE AGE OF
THE EARTH AS AN ABODE FITTED
FOR LIFE.*

I

In the early half of the century, when
the more sober modes of interpreting geo-
logical data were struggling to displace the
cataclysmic extravagances of more primi-
tive times, it is not strange that there
should have arisen, as a natural outgrowth
of the contest, an ultra-uniformitarianism
which demanded for the evolution of the
earth an immeasurable lapse of time. It is
not remarkable that individual geologists
here and there, reacting impatiently against
the restraints of stinted time-limits imposed
on traditional grounds, should have incon-
siderately cast aside all time limitations.
It was not unnatural that the earlier uni-
formitarians, not yet fully emancipated
from inherited impressions regarding the
endurance of rocks and the immutability
of the ¢everlasting hills,” should have en-
tertained extreme notions of the slowness
of geological processes and have sought
compensation in excessive postulates of
time.. Natural as these reactions from prim-
itive restrictions were, a reaction from them
in turn was inevitable. This reaction must
have ensued, in the nature of the case, when-
soever geologists came seriously to consider
those special phenomena which point to

*This JOURNAL, May 12, pp. 665-674, and May 19i
pp. 704-711. :
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the predictions in the almanacs, which were
first printed in Latin and afterwards in the
language of the country where they appeared.
Such an almanac, the Bauern-Kalender, or
peasants’ calendar, having symbols to represent
the predicted weather, is still published in the
Austrian Tyrol. The custom of writing ac-
counts of extraordinary meteorological events is
very old, and, after the invention of printing,
these reports, in pamphlet form or on single
sheets, were widely distributed throughout Eu-
rope. As they were intended for the people,
few have been preserved in libraries, but some
of these are here reproduced.

The volume contains 33 pages of historical
and critical introduction and 26 facsimiles of
German, French, English, Italian, Spanish,
Danish and Dutch tracts, most of them curi-
ously illustrated. Probably to no other person
than Dr. Hellmann would so many rare works
in all parts of Europe be accessible, and his
scholarly preface greatly aids the comprehen-
sion of these interesting specimens of ancient
weather lore. One or two copies of the vol-
ume may be obtained for the publisher’s price,
viz., 20 Marks, or $5, from the undersigned, at

" Hyde Park, Mass.
s A. L. Rorcw.
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