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PROGRESS IllTP H Y S I C A L  CHEMISTRY.* 
INthese days of far-reaching specializa- 

tion the would-be speaker upon any sub- 
ject is between a new soylla and % new 

Charybdis. I n  order that his production 
should be comprehensible to those outside 
Of the specialty it must almost inevitably 

be made to those within the ; 
but, on the other hand, that which is new 
to the specialist in his own topic is apt to 
be quite too new to the layman. Either 
popularizing or specializing is likely to 
wreck the speaker,s purpose by inducing 
a t  least a part of his audience to slumberi 
and this danger is especially imminent after 

On a hot which has been 
with mental effort. I n  this brief address, 
which professorsmith has entrusted to my 
care?I shall probably run foulOf both oh-
structions ; but this irregular course will 
have the great advantage Of 

permitting each class of hearers to obtain a 
few minutes of much needed repose. 

W e  are rather accustomed to look upon 
as being a very modern 

invention, and in one sense we are not 
wrong in so doing. ~~t after all, many of 

the generalizations Of P ~ s 
chemistry are by no means recent, and 

of them are really ~ ; out; ~ ~ 
of account the probable discoveries in the 

"Address before Section C-Chemistry-of the 
American Association for the Advancement of Sci-
ence, August, 1898. 


