CIENCE

EDITORIAL COMMITTEE : S. NEWCOMB, Mathematics ; R. S. WooDWARD, Mechanics; E. C. PICKERING,
Astronomy; T. C. MENDENHALL, Physies; R. H. THURSTON, Engineering; IRA REMSEN, Chemistry;
J. LE CONTE, Geology; W. M. Davis, Physiography; O. C. MARsH, Paleontology; W. K. BROOKS,

C. HART MERRIAM, Zoology; S. H. SCUDDER, Entomology; C. E. BEssEY, N. L. BRITTON,
Botany; HENRY F. OsBORN, General Biology; C. S. Mixor, Embryology, Histology;

H. P. BowpircH, Physiology; J. S. BiLLiNGs, Hygiene ; J. MCKEEN CATTELL,

Psychology; DANIEL G. BRINTON, J. W. POWELL, Anthropology.

Fripay, MarcEH 25, 1898.

CONTENTS:
Iatro-chemistry in 1897 : DR. H. CARRINGTON
D310 75 1) SR 397
The Development of Electrical Science (I1.):. PRo-
FESSOR THOMAS GRAY .ccvvvvr vivniinnernncennnnnnenn, 402
A Praposed Building for the Scientific Alliance of
New YOork c.veveuvevininiuriiiiiiiieiiinaneiioniieneeae 408
Zoological Notes: F. A. Licceeiiniiiiiiinienininiinnnnns 413

Current Notes on Physiography :—
The Mississippi Flood of 1897 ; The Fiji Coral
Reefs; The Mazamas: PROFESSOR W. M. DAvIs.414
Current Notes on Meteorology :—
Meteorological Observations during the Eclipse of
January 22d ; Hann’s Klimatologie ; Barometrical
Determination of Heights: R. DEC. WARD...... 415
Current Notes on Anthropology :—
The Aborigines of Western Asia; The Ethnolog-
ical Study of Cultivated Plants: PROFESSOR D.
G. BRINTON.....ottnieniinnintiiiiietiennieeininenaes
Astrophysical Notes: E..B.F,
Notes on Inorganic Chémistry :
Seientific Notes and News :—
The Allegheny Observatory ; General .................. 418
University and Educational News..........cccuvvennrnnnns 423
Discussion and Correspondence :—
The Terminology of the Neurocyte or Nerve Cell:
Dr. F. C. KENYON. Retinal Images and Binocu-
lar Vision: DR. CHARLES H. JUDD........ccuu0ee 424
Scientific Literature :—
Oppel’s Mikroskopischen Anatomie der Wirbelthiere:
PROFESSOR FRANKLIN P. MALL. Whittaker’s
Mechanical Engineer’s Pocket-book ; Reeve onthe
Entropy-temperature Analysis of Steam Engine
Efficiencies: PROFESSOR R. H. THURSTON ...... 426
Societies and Academies :—
Anthropological Society of Washington : DR. J. H.
McCORMICK. Geological Society of Washington :
DRr. W. F. MoORSELL. The Academy of Science
of St. Louis: PROFESSOR WILLIAM TRELEASE.
Torrey Botanical Club: EDWARD S. BURGESS.
The New York Academy of Sciences, Section of
Biology: GARY N. CALKINS
Scientific JoOurnals..............cecevennenns
New BOOKS.....ouoeverinieniuneiniiiiiiiiieacaninienianiinin,

MSS. intended tor publication and books, ete., intended
for review should be sent to the responsible editor, Prof. J.
McKeen Cattell, Garrison-on-Hudson, N. Y.

TATRO-CHEMISTRY IN 1897.*

Paineas T. BarnNuM, the prince of
American showmen, discovered early in his
successful career that ¢ the people like to be
humbugged,” and he showed great ability
in profiting by this weakness ; it must be
said to his credit, however, that he always
honorably gave the people full value for

. their money. This love of humbug seems

to be exceedingly strong in respect to the
healing of diseases, and in all ages those
who practiced the art have taken advantage
of man’s credulity; it is not necessary to
transcribe the contents of that model of
condensation, Thomas Joseph Pettigrew’s
treatise on superstition in medicine and sur-
gery (London, 1844), to convince my
hearers of this truth. In 1897 we expect
better things ; we are prone to believe that
the universal education of the masses, the
popularization of the facts and theories of
science, fit the people to appreciate at their
true value the claims of charlatans. Ameri-
cans looking reverently to the Old World,
where brilliant lights illumine the paths of
philosophy and sciencc, hardly expect to
find there also the deepest shadows of igno-
rance and credulity, yet no higher position
can be assigned to the modern adaptation
of Iatro-Chemistry known as ¢Electro-
Homeopathy.” Originating in Italy, it has
taken root in Germany and flourishes in

*Read at Washington Chemical Society, February
10, 1898,



