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About; the latter-he-writes: ‘‘ We cannob
demonstrate the connection; but:there: isra
striking ~ parallelism ‘- between - advemcmg
cxvxhzatmn’ and’ fﬁhe gradual mcrease of: ‘the
Sklﬂl m g

a. speclal study 1n the ,futuye .
[ THE LANGUAGE OF THE MAMS.""

part of Guatemala,la 1 enJoyed an advanced
md1genous clvﬂlzatlo fThelr caplta,l was
Zakeleu, the White L;md meamng.f
place of. culture for in all the Maya, dlalects
white is a. metaphorical - expression, . for
civilized conditions. By some the Mams
have been  held to be the earliest of the
Maya.s to become sedentary and mty bulld-
ers. Their ancient native name was Zak-
lohpakap, the White:Cultivators.
“Asvocabulary of theéiritongue was prmted
by Father- Reynoso, ‘At Mex1co, i 1644,
but is now 'so ‘scarce’ that" 1t is” 1nacce351ble
to'students.” The Comte de Charencey has,
therefore, conferred a favor on Amemcan-
ists by’ repubhshmg it in ‘the Actes de la
Sociéts thlologzque, 'I?ome XXV, It ‘con-
tams‘ nearly three thousand. words, and
oﬁ‘ers ample materlal for comparisons w1th
the other dialects of the stock. It is closely
akin to the Quiche, and is still spoken in a
vpumber of v1lla.ges. The volume may. be
had f from C Khncksxeck 11 Rue de L1lle,

Paris. | D G BRINTON
UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA o ;

NOTES ON INO.RG’AN \C’HEMIST_RY” -
IN 1887 Professor Chroustchoﬂ‘ 'an-
nounced the dlscovery of a new. element in
the monazite sand of North Carohna, -to
whlch he gaye the ‘name ‘russium.’ Thrs
dlscovery has not, been conﬁr;ned by any
‘other chemist, but, induced by the supposed
discovery .of ¢ lueium,’ Professor Chrousts
choff. has again ‘gone ovér his ‘work; pub-

BT

lishing a short report.in, the Journal, of the
Russian, :Chemlea;l Socl,ety; .According: to
WNature he hag zfrcm 25, kilgs, of rare earths
extracted 35 grams of russium. .1t has an
atomic, weight, of | 705 - a,nd its: spectrum is
characterized by a group.ofigreen and violet
lines.,;Hei-also, claims to,have resolved
cerinm; into; five componenhs, .differing : in
physical properties, . -and . having. ; atomlc
weights. respectively of 138, 140, 142, 146
a,nd 156.5. , He also’ ﬁnd ’ /m addmon to

Athe lasb Berwhte, W. 'Hentschel gwes
dn acdount of further investigations on the
chloride of nitrogen, in:which he finds:the
compound snormally formed:to haveiithe
formdlas NCl,; confirming’ the -work.of | Gat-
termanh and of Balard. He also finds that
this compound can ta.ke up. more chlorin

this is‘really a solutlon of “c¢hlorin in' the
chloride of nitrogen VHis méthod of form'-
ing thls éXceédIngly explosive and dan er-

v

partly remalns in solutlon, in benzme

" Inx'the Pharm: J. “Trams., “ C.H. J."'Warden
desciibes the method’ uged “in the Cdlcutta.
Medical Depot for the productlon of'a pure
sﬂver nltrate from com silver The silver
' 1 8 dlSSOlVGd in
mtrlc”acld and a portmn of the_silver ni-
trate crysta.lhzed out.in. the usual way. As
soon. as the mother hquqr s s0. concentrated
that the silver. nitrate crystallizing out is
contaminated with copper it is evaporated
to :dryness, finely-powdered: and placed in a
glass . funnel stopped by- ani dsbestos plug.
It is. then 'washed’ with pure concentrated
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nitric acid until perfectly white. The cop-
per nitrate is very easily soluble in the
nitric acid, while the silver nitrate is almost
wholly insoluble. Any trace of silver dis-
golved by the nitric acid can be recovered
by treating with salt. This is by far the
simplest method proposed for obtaining
pure silver salts from coin or plate, and de-
serves trial in our laboratories.

H. TryYLLER describes in the Berichtea new
turbine for laboratory use, which lays claim
to the advantages of steadiness, noiseless-
ness and economy of water. To the axle
is attached a circular piece of wire gauze,
rotating in a thin cylindrical space.. The
jet of water strikes the edge of the gauze
at a tangent and escapes by a pipe in the
center opposite the end of the axle. A
speed of four thousand revolutions is easily
attained. The turbine is to be manufac-
tured by M. Koehler and Martini, of Berlin.
J. L. H.

SCIENTIFIC NOTES AND NEWS.

THE meeting of the British Association at
Toronto has proceeded in accordance with the
program. The members in attendance, about
1,200 in all, have been received with great hos-
pitality, and many important papers have been
given before the sections. The meeting is still
in progress as we go to press, and we shall de-

.fer an account of the proceedings until next
week.

. THE British Medical Association will meet in
Edinburgh in 1898, under the presidency of
Professor T. Grainger Stewart.

ACCORDING to the latest lists about 5,000
members had expressed their intention of at-
tending the 12th International Medical Congress
meeting this month in Moscow; about half of

the number are Russians, 800 are from Ger-

many, 600 from Austria, 500 from France, 250
from England and from Italy, and 100 from
America. '

THE sixty-ninth meeting of German Men
of Science and Physicians will, as we have al-
ready noted, be held at Brunswick from the

SCIENCE.

[N.S. Vor:.VI. No. 139.

20th to the 25th of September. The social
arrangements begin on the preceding day with
a reception, a banquet and an exhibition of
sports. The first general meeting opens on the
20th with the reports of officers, followed by
two addresses, one by Professor Richard Meyer,
of Brunswick, on the relations between chem-
ical research and technical chemistry ; the other
by Professor ‘Waldeyer, of Berlin, on fertiliza-
tion and inheritance. At the second general
session Professor Orth, of Gottingen, will speak
on medical instruction and the practice of medi-
cine, and Dr. Hermann Meyer, of Leipzig, on
central Brazil, Several joint meetings of the
sections have been arranged, one of special
interest being a discussion of scientific photog-
raphy in its applications to the natural sciences
and to medicine.

TrE Scientific Society of Argentina, says Na-
ture, is organizing a Congreso Cientifico Latino
Americano, to be held at Buenos Ayres in April
next, in commemoration of the twenty-fifth an-
niversary of its foundation. The Congress will
be under the patronage of the President of the
Argentine Republic and the Ministers of Jus-
tice, Foreign Affairs, and Public Instruction.
There will be seven sections, dealing respec-
tively with exact sciences (pure and applied
mathematics, astronomy, geodesy and topog-
raphy), engineering, physics and chemistry,
natural science, medical sciences (including hy-
giene and climatology), anthropology and so-
ciology.

‘WE noticed sometime since the appointment
of a committee to investigate the condition of
the Coast and Geodetic Survey. This committee
has now presented a report which will not be
made public. The Washington Star, however,
states that it is practically decided that a suc-
cessor to the present Director of the Survey will
be appointed, and that the selection will be
made without reference to political considera-
tions and on the grounds of scientific standing.

Proressor C. B. Howes, writing Dr. Thurs-
ton to inform him of the condition of the work
of the Huxley Memorial Committee, states that
the statue is now in progress, in the hands of
Mr. Ford, the sculptor, and promises to be most
excellent. It is tobeaseated figure in a gown,



