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ALFRED MARSHALL MAYER.

A MAN of science, whose work was unique
in the domain which he had selected, and
who will long be held in warm remembrance
by a large circle of friends, has lately passed
away.

In 1784 there emigrated to America a
young German, Christian Mayer, a mem-
ber. of an ancient family in the city of Ulm,
in Wiirtemberg. He made his home in
Baltimore, where, by strong intelligence
and well directed industry, he amassed a

fortune. To his two sons, Charles F. and
Brantz, he gave the best educational ad-
vantages of the day. The former became
a prominent lawyer, well known in the
best social circles of Baltimore on account
of his refinement and broad literary cul-
ture, while the latter traveled and wrote

extensively, his historical work, especially

in connection with Mexico, being of high
authority and acknowledged value.

On the thirteenth day of November, 1836,
a son was born to Charles F. Mayer. At
an early age the boy exhibited great me-
chanical ingenuity and a lively interest in
the external world of nature. At St.
Mary’s College, in Baltimore, he was af-
forded all the usual facilities for an ele-
mentary liberal education, and especially
for classical training ; but this did not suit .
his native bent. At the age of sixteen
years he gave up the school room, and the
following two years were spent chiefly in
the workshop and the draughting room of
a mechanical engineer. Here was abun-
dant opportunity for acquiring familiarity
with the use of tools and developing ma-
nipulative skill. At the same time there
was a continual stimulus to private study
in connection with the daily application of
the laws of physics and mechanics. This
course of study in applied science was a
natural precursor to the resumption of
more systematic work, not in the class
room, but in the laboratory. A course of



