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that, 'part from the Of mak-
ing an adequate statement of these prob. 
lems on such an occasion as the present, 
such a wording of the theme would not 

express the idea which I wish t~ con-
vey. The so-called problems of astrono&y 
are not separate and independent, but are 
rather the parts of one great problem, that 

increasing Our the universe 
in its widest extent. Nor is i t  easy to con- 

the edifice science 
asit now stands, without thinking of the past 

as the present and future. The 
fact is that our knowledge of the universe 

in the nature a and gradual
evolution, commencing at a very early 
period in human history, and destined to 
go forward without stop, as we hope, so long 

as endure. The astrono- 
mer of every age has built on the founda- 
tiOns laid his predecessors, and his 
work has always formed, and must ever 

the base On which his 
build. The astronomer of to-day may look 

*An address given by Professor Simon Newcomb 
at the dediation of the Flower Observatory, Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania, May 12, 1897. 


