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NATURE STUDY AND MORAL CULTURE.*

In making a plea for nature study as a
means of moral culture I do not wish to
make an over-statement, nor to claim for
such study any occult or exclusive power.
It is not for us to say, so much nature in
the schools, so much virtue in the scholars.
The character of the teacher is a factor
which must always be counted in. But the
best teacher is the one that comes nearest
to nature, the one who is most effective in
developing individual wisdom. To seek
knowledge is better than to have knowledge.

The essence of character building lies in
action. Precepts of virtue are useless un-
less they are built into life. At birth or be-
fore, ¢ the gate of gifts is closed.” Itisthe
art of life, out of variant and contradictory
materials passed down to us from our an-
cestors, to build up a coherent and effective
individual character. Character building
is action, not imitation. The chief value
of nature study in character building is
that, like life itself, it deals with realities.
The experience of living is of itself a form
of nature study. One must, in life, make
his own observations, frame his own in-
ductions, and apply them in action as he
goes along. The habit of finding out the
best thing to do next and then doing it is
the basis of character. A strong character
is built up by doing, not by imitation, nor

* Presented at the National Educational Association
at Buffalo, N. Y., July 10, 1896.



