SCIENCE

EDITORIAL COMMITTEE : S. NEWCOMB, Mathematics ; R. S. WooDWARD, Mechanics ; E. C. PICKERING, As-

tronomy ; T. C. MENDENHALL, Physics;

R. H. THURSTON, Engineering ; IRA REMSEN, Chemistry ;

J. LE CONTE, Geology; W. M. DAvIs, Physiography; O. C. MARsH, Paleontology; W. K. BROOKS,
Invertebrate Zodlogy ; C. HART MERRIAM, Vertebrate Zotlogy ; S. H. SCUDDER, Entomology ;
N. L. BRITTON, Botany ; HENRY F. OSBORN, General Biology ; H. P. BOWDITCH,
Physiology ; J. S. BrLriNGs, Hygiene ; J. MCKEEN CATTELL, Psychology ;

DANIEL G. BRINTON, J. W. POWELL, Anthropology.

FripAy, JaANvARrY 10, 1896.

CONTENTS :
Alaska as it was and is, 1865-1895: W. H. DALL.. 37
HOLBROOK CUSHMAN ... 45
The Geological Society of America: J.F.KEMP... 46
: Ameﬂcom Morphological Soctety........ceveueeeenniorene 57

A Simplex Spectroscope :

Current Notes on Physiography -~—
Topographical Map of Italy; Map of the German
Empire; Topographical Map of Denmark: W.
M. DAVIS.cciiiiiiiiiiiiiiinmitnieeineeeesnsnssssnnnens 61

Current Notes on Anthropology —
The Ethnology of Madagascar ; Pre-glacial Man in

England: D. G. BRINTON....ccevuvrrrervrnrenenenns 62
Scientific Notes and News :—

Astronomical: H. J.  Antarctic Exploration ;-

GENEral .....ccouvvvviivuirinineiiriniirniinnsnsrsssesnernnnne 63
University and Educational News............ccoverevess. 66
Correspondence :— .

The 1heory of Probabilities: ARTHUR E. BOST- -
WICK. The Development of the Embryo of Pteris:
‘F. D. KELSEY. Line Drawings of Blue Print:

L. H. BAILEY....cootvtuiinniiinnnninnennnns cerneeeennens 66

Scientific Literature :—
Bonney’s Charles Lyell and Modern Geology :
BAILEY WILLIS. Die Gastropoden der Plankton
Eaxpedition: W. H. DALL. Campbell’s Structure
and Development - of Mosses and Ferns: L. M.
UNDERWOOD.  Risteen’s Molecules and the Molec-
L Y 68

Scientific Jowrnals :—

American Chemical Journal: J. ELLIOTT GIL-

MSS. infended for publication and books, etc., inténded
for review should be sent to the responsible edxtor, Prof. J.
McKeen Cattell, Garrison-on-Hudson, N. Y.

‘science.

ALASKA AS IT WAS AND IS, 1865-1895. * .

In 1864 the apparent hopelessness of the
attempts to establish- a workable trans-At-
lantic telegraph cable led those interested
in telegraphic communication with Europe
to consider other means of attaining that
end. It was thought that a short cable
across Bering Strait might be made to work,.
and no doubt was entertained of thepos-
sibility of maintaining the enormously ex-
tended land lines which should connect the

‘ends of this cable with the systems already

in operation.in Europe and the TUnited
States. A company was formed for this

' purpose, and an expedition to undertake

the explorations necessary to determine the
route was organized. The coOperation of
the Russian and American governments:
was secured, and the necessary funds sub-
scribed. Searching for properly qualified.
explorers, the promoters of the enterprise
consulted the Smithsonian Institution and
were brought into communication with
Robert Kennicott, of Chicago, a young and

- enthusiastic naturalist, who had already

made some remarkable journeys in the
Hudson Bay Territories in the interest of
His explorations had taken him
to the most remote of the Hudson Bay
posts—Fort Yukon on the river of the same
name—regardless of every kind of hardship,

* The annual presidential address, delivered be-
fore the Philosophical Society of Washington, De-
cember 6, 1895, by W. H. Dall.



