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quantity of dried muscular fibres obtained under
the following conditions: The geological hori-
zons known as the ‘Kowak clays® and the
¢Ground ice formation,” from which mammoth
remains have been obtained on the Arctic coast,
especially at Elephant Point, Kotzebue Sound,
appear to be represented in the river deltas of
the northern coast of the peninsula of Alaska.
Here, near the mouth of the Naknek River, in
the spring of 1894 the freshets cut away the
clays until the falling bank revealed mammoth
bones in the newly exposed portion. The spot
was visited by the natives who obtained mam-
moth bones and a large quantity of fat which
they used in greasing their skin boats. The
quantity is estimated at 8300 pounds. A little
later the locality was visited by Mr. W. J.
Fisher, who reports that the cavity in the bank
of frozen clay still retained something of the form
of the body of the mammoth, and under the
organic débris, bones, etc., at the bottom, he
obtained a piece of the fat in good preservation,
which he presented to Mr. Dall, who now ex-
hibited it. Mr. Dall recalled that at Kotzebue
Sound, in cavities of the ground ice, he obtained
what he believed to be dung of the mammoth,
still having a strong ammonical smell. It would
seem that the present carcass had been more or
less demoralized before it was imbedded in the
clay, as no mention is made of the existence of
hair or skin in connection with the remains,
only of disintegrated muscular tissue, bones
and fat.

Dr. Wardell Stiles spoke briefly of the pro-
posed memorial to Dr. Rudolph Leuckhardt
and of the steps taken by the recent Interna-
tional Zoodlogical Congress in regard to the
adoption of an international code of nomen-
clature.

Dr. C. Hart Merriam spoke on the American
Shrews. From a study of about 2,000 speci-
mens he recognizes 60 species and subspecies,
11 of which are restricted to southern Mexico
and Guatemala. Of the total number, 18 belong
to the genus Blarina, 2 to Notiosorex and 40 to
Sorex. The latter genus is subdivided into the
8 subgenera usually recognized — Microsorex,
Neosorex and Atophyraz. '

F. A. Lucas,
Secretary,
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THE first Fall meeting of the Academy was
held at the Academy rooms, Monday evening,
October 21st. Prof. Francis E. Nipher made a
donation to the Academy of his new volumne
on ‘Electricity and Magnetism.’

Prof. Wm. Trelease read a paper on ‘The
Gases Produced by Certain Bacteria,” by L. H.
and Emma Pammel.

President Green made mention of the death
of Prof. C. V. Riley, one of the former Presi-
dents of the Academy, and announced that he
would appoint a committee to prepare a suitable
memorial of Prof. Riley’s death.

A. W. DouGLAsS,
Recording Secretary.
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