
treatment of tlle subject of ' time.' Wnnclt 
mould propose that n special agent, eallecl 
n philosopher, sl~oulcl gather up all he can 
from everybody ancl should present i t  as  he 
thinks best. So with all the other funda- 
mental questions. The result is that we 
have as many systems of philosop1,ly. as we 
have writers. TTToulcl i t  not be better to 
get the astronomer to present llis experience 
~J-itlltime, the11 the pllysicist to  present his, 
the11 the psychologist, ancl so on? Tlle 
reader can then assimilate wllat he is able, 
instead of accepting it as previously assimi- 
lated by the philosopher, as n kind of ( prc-
cligestecl' food. 

A some~vhat similar thought was spoken 
by Paulscn some years ago. I do not know 
if he has stated i t  in print. H e  considerecl 
that  the day of philosophical systems was 
past ; there could be text-books of philos- 
ophy as well as text-books of all sorts of 
things, but pl~ilosophy itself woullcl consist 
of monographs by specialists. 

Of course, on such collclitions as  these, 
T V ~should be obliged to conclude that phil- 
osophy llas no relation to tlic sciences ancl 
that,  ha~~i~.ing the astronomer, the mathema- 
tician, the physicist, the geologist, the 
psychologist, the economist and all the 
others, nrc can entirely clispense with tlle 
pl~ilosopl~er. 

E. Mr.  SCRIPTURE. 
PALEUKIVCRSITT. 

'SCIEhTCE.' 
[THE following article, contributecl by 

one of the original supporters of SCIEKCE, 
will prove of intcrest to those who are not 
ncquaintecl with the earlier history of t;he 
journal. All men of science are under r e v  
great obligations to Mr. Bell and Mr. 
Hubbard for establishing n weekly journal 
of science in America a t  a time w-hen the 
conclitions were less favorable than a t  pres- 
ent,; to Mr. Scudclcr for the lligll standard 
maintained during his eclitorsllip, ancl to 

Mr. Hodges for his faithful ancl untiring cf- 
forts on bellalf of the journal. 

J. AIcK. C.] 
IK 1882 Mr. A. Graham Bell conceivecl 

tlle iden of establishing a scientific journal, 
wllicll should do for America vha t  ' Nature ' 
does for England. For this purpose, he was 
willing to contribute, I{-it11 the coijper n t '  lon 
of Mr. Gardiner G. Hubbard, the sum of 
twenty-five thousand dollars, which, in tlle 
estimation of goocl judges, woulcl be sufi- 
cicnt to start a meekly paper and put i t  on 
a paying basis. Mr. Bell fumisllecl tlle 
larger proportion of this sum. AIr. Samuel 
H. Scudder, of Cambridge, Mass., became 
tlle editor. President Gilman, of Johns 
Hopkills ; Major Powell, of the Geological 
Survey ; Professor Newcomb, of the Nautic- 
a1 Almanac ; Professor 0. C. IIarsh, of New 
Haven ; and Professor Trowbridge, of Co- 
lumbia College, agrcecl to give their advice, 
and to act with IIessra. Bell, Hubbard and 
Scuclcler as a Board of Directors. This 
board, representing different interests ancl 
localities, possessecl great -~reight with the 
entire community, ancl was believed to be 
generally acceptable to scientists. 

Tlle first number of ( SCIEKCE' appeared 
February 9, 1883, some six or eight molltlls 
subsequent to the conception of the idea. 
Mr. Moses King, the first publisher, retired 
tlle succeeding September. Shortly after, 
Mr. C. L.Conclit, formerly with the ( hmtion,' 
took charge of tlle publishing department 
and continnecl until tlle spring of 188G. Mr. 
Scudcler retired from the eclitorship in 
1885 ancl was succeeded by Mr. N. D. C. 
Hodges, when tllc office was removed from 
Cambriclge to Wew Pork. I t  was soon fonnd 
that twenty-fire thousand dollars was not 
sufficient, and AIessrs. Bell and Hnbbard 
continued to advance further sums unt,il, in 
1886, they had expended about seventy-fire 
thousand dollars, without having made the 
paper self-snppol.ting. 

An arrangement was then macle wit11 Mr. 



Hoclges to assume the entire charge of SCI- 
EKCE for a fixed annual sum. For three 
years 31.Hpclges had charge of the paper, 
uncler the advice of the Board of Directors. 
Mr. Hodges made large rednction in ex-
penses of prrblication, but rrnfortnnately 
made a larger rednction in the subscription 
price, from five dollars to threc dollars and 
fifty cents a year. 

It was never the intention of &less~.s. 
Bell and Habbard to make a profit from the 
publication of SCIESCE, but they did expect 
its establishment to make a contribution to 
science. 

The circnlation of the jonmal, under the 
management of Mr. Hodges, largely in-
creasecl, and the changes made by him ancl 
his associate editors, Messrs. D. G . Brinton, 
of  Philadelphia, and Charles Platt, of Balti- 
more, whose serl-ices were given gratuitous- 
ly \;ere of great valne. It was originally 
snpposccl that advei.tisements ~vould con- 
tribntc largely to its support, but they were 
not obtained, partly on account of the lim- 
ited circulation, ancl more largely because 
advertisers preferrecl to publish in special 
journals rather tlian in one intended to 
meet the wants of the scientific public. 

The publication of SCIENCE was stopped 
for a time a year ago, althongll its circula- 
tion was then larger than i t  ever hacl been, 
the  stringency of the times preventing many 
from paying their subscriptions. 

A t  tlie meeting of the American Associa- 
tion for the Advancement of Science, a t  
Brooklyn in 1894, the renewal of the pub- 
lication of SCIEKCE was brought before tlie 
Association. A large committee was chosen 
t o  consider its nsefu~lness, and the propriety 
of contributing towarcls its support. Mr. 
IIoclges appeared and stated fully his views 
ancl plans ; the Association then voted that 
a contribution of fifteen hundred dollars 
should be made for the purpose of enabling 
Mr. Hodges to cbntinue its publication. 
Immediately after Mr. Hodges decided that 

he coulcl not continue the publication, and 
therefore this arrangement fell through. 

Subsequently the reorganization of SCI-
ENCE was undertaken by Professor Cattell, 
of Columbia College, who will, we trust, 
make it a success. 

It would not be proper to close this ar- 
ticle n~it~llontan acknowleclgment of the 
great ability, untiring zeal and never flag- 
ging interest shon-n by Mr. Hodges in his 
connection wit11 SCIEXCE. 

CORIIESPOA'DChTCE. 

A CATALOGUE O F  SCIEKTIFIC LITERATURE. 

EDITOROF SCIENCE:-The admirable 
plan for a care1 catalogue of scientific lit- 
erature recommended to the Royal So-
ciety by the Harrarcl University Coun- 
cil (reprinted in the current volume of 
SCIENCE, pages 184-186) strongly com-
mends itself to users of scientific literature, 
ancl has already been acloptecl with minor 
modification by a t  least one national scien- 
tific society. A slight extension of the plan 
in one respect wonlcl seem, however, to  be 
advantageous. 

The body of scientific literature is vast 
and constantly increasing, and scientific 
authorship and publication are rapidly ex- 
tending from country to country ancl from 
point to point in each country tllronghout 
the n-orlcl. Population is increasing, anci 
with i t  writing and printing increase ; civil-
ization is spreacling, and nit11 i t  litelatare 
is expancling in an increasing ratio ; science 
is becoming increasingly important as a di- 
recting and controlling force in civilization, 
and so the growth of scientific ~ ~ i t i n g  out-
strips that of non-~cient~ific scripture ; the 
domain of science is widening rapidly as re- 
search concerning every conceivable subject 
pushes into and illumines the penumbra of 
half-knowledge, and thus the subject-matter 
of scientific literature is differentiated. 
IIoreover, the fashion of scientific publica- 
tion is changing ; fen7 recent inrcstigatois 


