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THE iIfESOZOIC FLORA O F  POlZTUGriL COX-
PARED Tf7TII THAT O F  THE U.LI~IT'ED 

Sl'A TES. 

HISTORICAL IiOTICE. 

THE earliest studies in the Mesozoic de- 
posits of Portugal seem to hare been made 
by Nr. Daniel Sharpc, ~vlio read a paper 
before the Geological Society of London on 
April 11, 1832, describing certain beds in  
t i e  vicinity of Lisbon and Oporto; in the 
former of which were included strata re-

ferred by him to the Oolite. On the 9th 
aild 23d of Jannary, 1839, lie presented a 
seconcl paper describing more fully the sec- 
ondary formatiolls in the vicinity of Lisbon.* 
On nor em be^ 21, 1849, Mr. Sliarpe read 
still a third paper before the same societyJr 
of a mnc]l more exten(le(1 nature an(1 
T-otecl entirely to tile secondary formation. 
In this paper is a full list of all the fossils 
known down to tliat date carefully cleter- 
mined by Rlr. John Norris. Inclncled in 
tliese was a single fossil plant regarclecl by 
Mr. illorris as a variety of a species of the 
Yorkshire Oolite callccl by Phillips Gycadites 
gramillelis. .It was founcl a t  Cape Blondego, 
and from this circumstance was given the 
~rarictal name i l h i n d ~ .  As Mr. BIorris're- 
ferred Pllillips' plant to the genus Zamites, 
the Portuguese plant was made to bear tllc 
naine Zui)l i fes  graininelis var. 1 1 f z i i ~ d ~ ~ .  

I n  1858 Sr. Charles Ribeiro published a 
series of elaborate papers on the Geology of 
Portugal,$ treating chiefly of tlic Carbon- 
iferous; but in two of tlicses he considers 
the Lias and Oolite, mentioning the plant 
above referred to from Cape Nondego and 

'Gcol. Soc. Loncl., PIoc., Vol. I., p. 393 ; T'ol. II., 
p. 	31 ;Tmns., 2d Ser., Vol. TI.,p. ll5ff. 

t Quart. Joltrn. Geol. Soc. Loll(?., Vol. TI., pp. 1%-
201. 

$ fife~n. Aca47. Renl. Sci. dc Li,sboa, Nev  Ser., Tol. 
11. ' 

2 Jfiila (1e Caredo t7c Pe(Era (10 Cftlio Xondego, (lo dis- 
tricfo de Lciria; op. cit., P t .  II., Third and Fourth 
AIemoirs (these memoirs are separately paged). 


