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CURl?EATT ATOTES OX Ah-THROPOLOGY (IT7.) 

T H E  SIGNIFICANCE O F  TARIATIONS I N  THE 

HUMm SKELETON, 

ITis a little ocld that two papers on the 
same subject, wit11 almost the same title, 
prepared inclependently at  the same time, 
shonld agree in defending a new view of 
the significance of variations and anomalies 
in organic forms. 

The one of these is that whicll 1r c ~ dbe-
&re the American Association for the Acl- 
rancement of Science in August last, pub- 
lislled in tlie Anuxican Antliropologist for 
October, entitled T'u~iatiolzs of the H z l n ~ a n  
Skeletol~ cilzd their Culcses; the other was the 
Shattuck Lecture, delivered before the Mas- 
sacllusetts Medical Society by Dr. Tllomas 
Dwight, Professor of Anatomny a t  Bar-
varcl University, with the title, the R a n g e  
u7zd Sigtzij'icunce of TTc[~iutiolz i n  the Hiimulz 
Xl~eleton. 

The two papers, although drawing their 
inaterial from \vl~olly independent sources, 

reasoningalong clifferent lines, reach 

quite the same conclusion, to wit : That  
variations, \Tllich in the human skcletoll ye- 
semble forms in lower animals, are not to be 
interpreted as ' reversions ' or ( atavistic 
retrogressions,' but that otller laws should 
be invoked to  acconnt for them, sue11 as 
nutrition, mechanical action, etc. 

Dr. Dwight adds the folloffing significant 
words : ( (  The opinion is f;ro\ying daily 
stronger among serious scllolars that if 
man's boc1~- came from a lower form i t  was 
not by a long process of minute modifica- 
tions, but by some snclden, or comparatively 
sudden transition." 

This is the opinion \~hich ,  under the name 
l~eteroge~zesis,I have defended for many years 
(see my Races a n d  Peoples, pp. SO, Sl).  It has 
lately received strong support from some of 
Bateson's admirable studies in variation. 


