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A,VEEICAN STUDEA'TS A T T I C  AL4PLES 
Z O O L O B I C ~ ~ LSTA TIOAT. 

Is another number of SCIEKGE t'llc steps 
leading to the establishment in 1892 of the 
United States Table a t  Kaples, by the 
Smithsonian In~t~itut ion are clescribed. Up- 
on' behalf of Earrarcl College, Prof. Alex- 
ancler ilgassiz snbscribetl for a second table 
a t  the same timc. A h .  7JTillian E. Dodge, 
of Ron- Torl;, has recently visited tllc Sta- 
tion, and Ilas offered to contribnte $2.50 a 
year for three years tonrarcl a tllbcl Ameri-
can Tablc. I n  response to this offer Dr. 
Anton Dollrn llas sent to l l r .  Dodge tlle 
folloniug interesting let't'er, giving a com-
plete history of American n-ork a t  llle 
Kaples Station up to the present timc : 

"TTThen I established t'lie Station I had a 
corresponclencc with Professor Lonis Agas- 
siz, ~7110 greatly applauded my plans, bnt 
a t  the time mas not in a position to estab- 
lisli any relations with us. I n  a later letter 
he told me that he llad also begun to work 
in the same having procured dire~t~ion, a 
sum of money and a suitable locality in 
Ponikese Islancl, where he ~i-ould t ' q  to  es- 
tablish a scllool of marine biology. I n  the 
year 1881 Professor XThitman, now of Chi- 
cago University, came to Kaples, on liis re- 
turn from Japan, nrlierc he had becn pro- 
fessor a t  Tokio for tn-o years, and asked for 
permission to work in tlie Zoological Sta- 
tion. Altliongl~ there was no American 
Table for him I offcrecl him hospitality, and 
Ile rcmainecl for six mouths. Half a year 
later came lliss Nunn, availing llerself of 
the table of the University of Cambridge, 
also for six months. I n  1883 Dr. Sllarp, 
from Philadelphia, spent tiyo nlontlls 
a t  the Bavarian Tablc. I n  tllc same year 
the  first ~ h c r i c a ~ l  Table was engaged by 
TTTilliams College for one ycar, and this table 
was first occupied by Prof. E. B. 7JTilson, 
now a t  Columbia College, for six months, 
and was engaged later by Professor Clarke, 
of TTTillianls College, but owing to sickness 

Ile postpolleci coming until the ycar 1884. 
I n  1885 tlle table was snbscribed for one 
year by the Uni-versity of Pennsylvania, 
ancl Ti-as occu~pied first by Dr. Dolley and 
later by Dr. Patten. Dr. Pattcn was also 
received for six months as our guest. 

l ' i l l l  mx efforts to secure the co6pcl-ation 
of other iknlerican colleges proved nnsuc-
cessful, anci again the American naturalists 
took advantage of tlic English and German 
Tables. Dr. Cobb, of Xassacllnsetts, occu- 
pied the Britisll Association Tablc for tn-o 
months. Mr. Norman, of Indiana, occu-
pied tllc Hamburg Table ; Alr. TTTard, from 
'boy, the table of the GrandDnchy of Baden, 
and 3lr. Kaufman one of the Prnssian 
Tables. This was in the spring of 1891, 
when i\Ia;jor Davis first visited Naples arl(1 
became acquainted with the state of things. 
H e  immediately offered, in a most generous 
way, to engage a table for llis countrymen, 
ancl asked me not to admit any more Amcri- 
mns to the European tables. E i s  table 
was imnlecliatelg occupied by Dr. Russell, a 
botanist, 11-110 ~ ~ o r l ~ e c l  cluringhere fouw 
~nontlis;by Miss Platt, of Boston, for three 
months, and again in the second year by 
Professor B.13.TTTilson, then of Bryn Nawr. 
Dr. Corning, also an  American, but occu-
p ~ i n gthe post of assistant in Prague Uni- 
versity, came upon one of the Austrian 
Tables, and Dr. Bashford Dean, of Colrrm- 
bia, upon the Bavarian Table, while tllc 
Davis Table was occupiccl by otllers. I n  
tlie Sear 1893 the Dax~is Table was occupied 
b ~ -Dr. Field, of Baltimore, and Dr. Parker; 
from Earrarcl College. I n  the meantime 
Dr. C . VT. Stiles, of TTTashington, who liad 
paid a short visit to the Zoiilogical Station 
in 1891, lctl a movemcnt for the establisll- 
ment of more direct' official relations bctn-ccn 
American institutions ancl the Zoiilogical 
Station, and finally ulpon the unanimous re- 
commendation of. the Society of American 
Naturalists, the secretary of the Smithson- 
ian Institution entered into a contract for 
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an American table for tlirce years. Almost 
a t  tllc same time Profcssor Agassiz engaged 
a table for Harvard College for thrce years. 
Both of tllesctablcsarein dcrnanclby so many 
in~~estigatorstliat tlicy still clo not cover the 
nceds of Amcrican students. I n  fact, there 
have always becn more American occupants 
than tables, ancl I rcceive them willingly as 
gucsts. Dr. Fairchilcl, of TTTashington, Dr. 
TfThecler, of Chicago, ancl Professor Bum- 
pns, of Brown Univcrsity, occnpiccl the 
Smitllsonian Tablc in 1803-0-1, while Mr. 
Rice, of TJTashington, occupiccl the Harrarcl 
Table in 1804. I n  1804-5 Dr. 3Inrbacl1, of 
Berkeley, occnpiccl tlic Snlitllsonian Table, 
while Dr. Cllilcl and Profcssor Rittcr, of tllc 
University of California, occupied tlie Har- 
varcl Tablc. At the same time Professor 
Hargitt, of Syracuse University, ancl Pro- 
fcssor Gardiner, of tlie University of Colo- 
rado, nTcrc received as gucsts. At  tlle pres- 
ent time Profcssor Morgan, of Bryn Narnr, 
and Professor Leslie Osborn, of tllc Uni- 
versity of Incliana, are occupying the Smith- 
sonian Tablc, ancl Dr. Nutting ancl Pro- 
fessor Reighard arc soon cxpcctecl to arrive. 

These tx-cnty-nine American naturalists 
have alreacly profitccl by the Zoological 
Station, and many more woulcl llave come 
liacl arrangements been maclc carlicr ancl on 
a larger scale. I n  comparison wit11 Earo- 
pcan states, I may statc that Germany rents 
elcven tables, Italy nine, Austria-Hungary 
tllrcc, Englancl three, Russia three (whicll 
were discontinued this year, but arc going to 
be continuecl). Spain has hacl three, which 
ha,ve bccn for a time discontinuecl, but will 
most likely be re-established. Holland, 
Belgium, Switzerland ancl Roumania llavc 
each onc table. I entertain the liope that 
France ancl tlie Scanclinavian kingdoms 
will snbsequently secure tables. I am glad 
to say tliat tlie Zoijlogical Station is quite 
capable of giving tliem all tllc f l~l l  bencfit 
of its complcte arrangements." 

Tliis letter places before American zo6lo- 

gists in the most direct ancl convincing 
manner tlie importance, not to say obliga- 
tion, of rcmeclying tlie past infringement 
upon the hospitality of the broacl-minded 
director of the famous station. Tlic Smith- 
sonian tablc ancl tlie Harvard tablc slloulcl 
now bc snl~plementecl by a third, and it is:to 
be liopccl tliat some means will be founcl of 
adding $250 to tlic generous subscription of 
Mr. Dodge ancl securing this encl. 

HEKRYF. OSBORN. 

CORBEsPOhTDEhnGE. 

PITIIECAKTHROPUS ERECTUS. 

MR.EDITOR: I n  SCIENCE of January 11, 
p. 47, Dr. D. G. Brinton reviews under the 
titlc ( Tlic Jlissing Link Found a t  Last,' 
Dr. E.  Dnbois' Memoir on Pitlieenntl~l-opzts 
erectus. Dr. Brinton, while accepting tllc 
dental apparatus to bc of tllc simian type, 
ackno~vledges that tllc skull is like tlic 
famous Ncandertllal man, ancl that tllc 
femora are singullarly human. Profcssor 
0. C. Mars11 (Silliman's Journal, February, 
1805, p. 144) calls Pitliecnntl~l-opz~san ' ape-
man.' I n  another place he alludes to it  as 
a ( large anthropoid ape.' A commnnication 
signed 'R .  L.,' presumably Ricllarcl Lydek- 
ker, appeared in 'Nat~lrc, '  January 24, 
1896 ; thc grouncl is taken that thc femur 
of Pifl~ecanthl-opusis ( actually human ;' that 
the skull can bclong to no mild antliro- 
poid ; ' and tliat the molar may (perfect'ly 
wcll be human.' 

It thus appears that differences of opinion 
arc already being entertained, respecting 
tlic validity of Pithecnnthl-opus. I liavc ven- 
tured to make a contribution to the subject, 

since I quitc agree with R .L.' ' The single 
tooth preserved (see t'lle accompanying cut) 


