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tller ask yon to communicate to us, for 
the use of tlie committee, any snggcstio~is 
wliieh you may think it desirable to make; as 
to thebest methods of inaugurating a scllcme; 
as  to the constitution and means of main- 
tenance of the Central Office; as to tllc exact 
character of the work to be carried on tlicre ; 
as to tlic language or languages in -n~llieli 
thc Catalogue should be pnblished, and tlle 
like? 

n T c  arc, your obeclient serraiits, 
(Signed) 31. FOSTER,h'ecrcta1.y X. S. 

XAYLEIGII,Secretary X .  is. 
J .  LISTER,F o r e i g n S e c .  X. S. . 

REPORT O F  THE COJIBIITTEC O F  THE UNITER-

SITP COUKCIL APPOINTED TO CONSIDER THE 

CO&ffiIUh?CATION O F  THE ROYAL SOCIETY 

RELATIXG TO A CATALOGUE O F  SCICS-

TIFIC PAPERS TO BE XADE sr IN-

TERXATIONAL CO~PCRATIOX. 

T o  tile Univers i ty  Cozlncil of I f a r v a r d  U n i ~ e r -  
s i ty  :-
Tlie committee of the University Coun- 

cil, to \~,liom was referred tllc accompany- 
ing circular of the B o p 1  Society, respcct- 
fully submits the folloning report : 

The committee finds .itself fully in sym- 
pathy with the desire of the Royal Society 
to improve the methods of cataloguing 
scientific litcmt~ure, ancl is distinctly of the 
opinion that the cstablisllment of such a 
catalogue, to be compiled tlirougll intcrna- 
-tional coijperation, is both clcsirablc and 
practicable. 

To cletermine in what way this result can 
be best attained, it mill be well to consider 
what arc tlie defects of existing methods, 
and what are the requirements 11711ich an 
improved system may be reasoilably ex-
pected to fill. 

Bibliograpllical catalogues and indexes are 
genel.ally clefective in .one or tvro ways. 
Eitller they prescilt simply a list ,of titles 
wllich often convey a n  iliacleqdate, and 

.sometimes a misleading idea of the contents 

.of tlic articles catalogncd, or they appear, 
like the various annual reporti, so long af- 

. ter the publication of tlie articles which are 
reported upon tliat tlicy lose a great part of 
tlicir ~ ~ a l u e  as guides to current literatnre. 
A tliird clcfect is common to all existing 
catalogncs, viz., that of necessitating a ref- 
erence to a number of separate volnmes 
~1-1lcne~rertlie literature of several years is 
to be sought for. 

It is evident that some form of card cata- 
logue - can alone remedy these defects, so 
that the pmctiml question is : H o n ~can s 
card catalogue of cnrrent scientific litcra- 
ture be best establislied and maintained? 
Tlie requirements of such a catalogue may 
be stated as follows :-

1. It shoulcl appear promptly-if possi-
ble, simultaneously with the book or article 
catalogued. 

2. It should furnish an accurate descrip- 
tion of tlie purport of the book or article. 

3. I t  sliou~lcl be readily accessible to all 
persons interested in the literatnre cata- 
logued. 

I t  seems probable that tlicse requirements 
may best be met by tlic coiiperation of a 
central bureau with tlie various p~ublishers 
and editors of scientific literature in  issuing 
with cacll book and nit11 each number of 
every periodical a set of cards of standard 
size and type, enell card to exhibit for a 
book, or for a single article in a periodical :-

1. The name of the author. 
2. The title of tlic book or article. 
3. Tbe date, place, and honso of puublica- 

tioil of the book, or tlie title, volume, and 
page of the periodical in which the article 
appears. 

4. A brief statement, not to exceed eiglit 
or ten lines, to be prefiarcd by the autlior 
himself, setting fort11 tlic general purport of 
the book or article, so as to furnish the 
necessary data for cross references. 

Each carcl should be in duplicate to pef- 
mit of arrangement according to subject or 
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antllor, or both if desired, and additional I f  thought desirable, the t j q~e  usecl in 
cards should be issnecl whenever the cliar- printing the cards could be kept set np till 
acter of the title necessitates cross refer- the end of the year, and then, by arranging 
ences. A card -den printed woulcl present the material according to subjects, an  an-
somewllat the following appearance: * nual report in book form could readily be 

published. 
A central bureau charged with the work 

Calderwood, Henry. Crolution anci AIail's 
Place in Nature. BIrtcinilln~i& Co., London ancl above outlined coulil very properly be cs-

1 F ~ T  1803. pp. 349. sin. 8'. .tablishccl under the auspices of the Royal York. 
....................................... Societ,y. I n  this central office subscriptions 

................/ ..........: 
could be received from libraries' ancl ipdi-


......................................................................... .:......... 

................................................................................................ 
 .viduals for tllecards relating to the articles 
............................................................................................. 

.......... ....................................... 

.............................................................................................. 

......... ................................................................................. 

......... .................................................................................... 

............................................................................................. 


Gourlay, F. The Proteids of the !Riyroici and 
the Spleen. Journal of Ph~siology. 189-1, Vol. 
xxi. p 23-33. Plnte 11. 
. S~oi1~i~nrg:......................................................................... 


............................................................................................. 

...................... -........................................................................ 

.............................................................................................. 

.................................................................................................. 


...................... 


............................................................................................... 


.............................................................................................. 


Tlle dinlensions slid texture of the card 
slloulcl be cletermined by careful coinparisoll 
of the cards already in use in the principal 
libraries of tlie world. 
, Space sl~onlcl be left a t  the top of the 
carcl for writing such I $ - O ~ C ~ Sas may be de- 
sired for cross references. This could best 
be clone by eacll perSOli for him~elf,  as there 
would necessarily be clifference of I L ~ U C ~ ~  

opinion as to tlie number and cllaracter of 
the cross references desired. Furthermore, 
subscribers of different nationalities n-odd 
wish to catalogue tlie same subject under 
different Ileadings1 c .  g. ,  an article on 
spleen be catalogncd by a Frcncll-
man under la te  and by a German under llfilt. 

* !t%e size is here rdaced .  

-published in certain journals, or to the 
literature of certain departments of science, 
and the subscriber would thus receive, in 
weekly instalments, a complete card ckta- 
logue of all the literature in liis owli line 'of 
work. The cards thus received could be 
arringed by each subscriber so as to form 
the sort of card catalogne best aclaptecl to 
his own neecls. 

Altllongh in this sclleme the greater part 
of tlie work, including the printing of the 
cards, would lie clone in a ce~itral office, yet 
the coiipcration of the publishers could not 
well be dispensed with, for from tliem must 
be obtained the summaries prepared by the 
authors, which form an  esseiltial feature of 
the sclleme. No difficulty neecl be antici- 
pated in obtdnillg sucll summaries ; for it 

be tile interest of tile Tvl*itersto fur- 
llisll tl1cm, and 110 one could prepare them 
so easily ancl correctly as tlie writers tliem- 
selves. 

A central office lvitli this fllIlction Jvonld 
readily secure tile coijperatiol1 of libraries 
and learned societies tllrougllout tile world ; 
and to an tllns endorsecl tile 
publisllers of scientific literat,nre would 
doubtless lend tlleir aicl, since tlley aronld 
finil in i t  a means of advert,ising tlleir bnsi- 
ness. supllort of such an  office could 
be proridccl for at  the outset by international 
subscripti011; but i t  l~oul(1 (loubtless in a 

-short timc become self-sllpl~orting, sillce par- 
tions of tlie total catalogue would be needed 
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not only in every pnllic librar?, bnt oh the 
stndy table of every serious stuclent in every 
department of science. 

The above report is'snbmitted not as an 
elaborated plan, but as a suggestion of tllc 
end to which effort should be directed. 
Yom. columittee would furtller express tlle 
hope that some plan may be put into oper- 
ation a t  an earlier date than tllc year 1900, 
the time snggested in the circnlar of tlle 
Royal Society. 

I11accordance ~ r i t h  the views above set 
forth tllc conlmittec respectfully recom-
me11(1s tllc acloption by tlle University 
Council of the following votes:- 

1. That, in tlle opinion of t1;e university 
Conncil, tlle establishment of a catalogne of 
scientific literature to be lnaintaincil 
tllrongh international coijperation is both 
desira1)le and practicable. 

2. That a copy of this report be trans- 
mittecl to tllc Royal Society as the sngges- 
tion of a way in ~vllich this plan may be 
snccessfully carried out. 

3. That the Corporation be requested 
to contribute a suitable sum toward tllc 
carrying-out of this enterprise, provided the 
plan finally adoptecl by the Royal Society 
shall appear to the U~liversity Conncil to be 
pmcticaMe. 
HESRY P .  B o n  DITCH, Professor of pltyaiology, 

Cl~airman. 
FREDERICI;ll'. PUTSAX,  Pccrbotly Profess01 of A ~ n c r -  

icnn A1.c71~ology onncl CtRno7ogy. 
~ ' A T ~ I A ~ ; I E L  Professor of Geology. S .  S I I A L ~ R ,  
EDVARD C.  P r c r ; ~ n r x G ,  P(ri11e Professor of Prctdiccrl 

Asfrollolily. 

SCIEI1'TIPIC LITEI:-4T U R C .  

Systentcctic S twaey  of the  Orga7~icCololiring iT1af-
t e a .  By Dm. G. S c z r n ~ ~ zand P. J a r u s .  
(Translated and edited, ~~r i t l l  extensive 
ailditions, by A R T I I ~ .G. GREEK,I?. I. C., 
F. C. S., Examiner in Coal-tar products 
to tllc City ancl Guilds of London Insti- 
tnte.) London"and Ne\v Yo&, Mac-
millan & Co. 1894. 4', pp. riii 4- 203. 
Price, $5.00. 
The industry of tlle organic coloring mat- 

ters llas within a comparatircly few years 
gron-n to enormous dimensions, and i t  is 
becoming difficult even for the specialist in 
organic chcluistry to keep track of tlle new 
products. I n  this ralnable book a carcft~lly 
classifiecl list is presented of 454 dye stufl's 
which have been patcntcil, and many of 
tllesc are now i11 estensivc use. All of tllein 
are derived indirectly from coal-tar. Under 
each dye we find the comlllon name, together 
with otller names sometinles usecl ; tlle scien- 
tific name ; tllc empirical fomlnla; tllc 
constitntional formula ; the mctllod of pre- 
paration ; the year of discovery ; tlle name 
of the cliscoverer ; reference to tlle patents 
granted ; behavior wit11 reagents ; sllade 
and dyeing properties, and lnetllocl of em- 
ployment. The original German edition is 
so well known, and i t  has acqnired such a 
high reputation that any words of praise for 
the book n~ould be snpcrflnons. The trnns- 
lator's work see~ns to have beell (lone wit11 
care, and he has not only f~~rnishcil a trans- 
lation of the original, but brought the work 

J o ~ x  R ~ o ~ i f o r d  up to date, that is to say, up to the (late of T R O ~ Z R I D ~ E ,  P/.oj?ssor n11d L C C ~ I W C ~  
on the Applicntiolc of Science fo tlie Useful Arls.  

\ I ' I L L ~ ~ J IG. FARLOT Professor of Cryl1fogcr112icBo-
fcr ny. 

H E X R Y  B. HILL ,  P~'i.ofcssol. of Cl~eo~istry. 
EDWARD L. ~ I A R R ,  Hcrsey Professor of Annfolny. 
~ ' I L L I ~ ~ I  SlrcrfltcckProfessor of P~rilt- T.  COUXCIL>IAS, 

ological Allnto111y. 
I R A  S. HOLLIS, Professo~. of Cnginceri~zg. 

publication, for it must be borne in mind 
that a book treating of organic coloring mat- 
ters bears to the general subject some~~rllat~ 
the relation that an instantaileous photo- 
graph bears to the rapidly moving object 
which it attempts to represent. 

HUGO; \ ~ ~ ~ K S T C R B E R G ,  of E c p e r i ~ ~ ~ c ~ ~ f ~ l l  The authois tell us that : "The arerage P / . O ~ C S S O ~  Psy-
c1io70yy. cluantity of gas tar  worked up per annum 

W I L L I ~ ~ ~OSGOOD, Assisfnnt Professor of ,II(rtRc- F .  
~nnf ics .  is given at 350,000 tons for England, and 

J U X E ,  1694. 530,000 tons for the w11ole world, whilst tlle 


