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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. such attacks upon a garter-snake between two and -three 

feet long. Trhe snake was pzrtly protected under a dense
*** Correspondents are reqtiested to'be a s  brief a s  possible. l'hc writer's name is clllmp of rose bushes, alld the  cat had difficulty in 

in all cases required a s  a proof of good faith. it, but  kept springing a t  the neck, as in the  other case,On rcquest in advance, one hundred copies of the number conraining his communi-

cation vrill be furnished frcc to ally correslmndent. The  gentleman a t  once interfered, and dispatched the 

.I h c  Editor will be glad to ptzblish any qr~ericscnnsoiiant with tlic c!uaracter o l  t h ~  But i t  seem these in-
, reptile with a stick. mould froin 

journal. stances that snake hunting is a habit with some cats. . I s  
it so with many ? perhays some readers of S'cie/~ce callCats Hunting Stlalces. help 11s to  judge how far i t  is familiar. 

IT was a novel idea to  the writer, that  of our d o ~ l ~ c s i i c  D. S. MARTIN. 
ca t  appearing in the capacity of a serpcnt-killer ; but as 
two independent accounts have recentlv conie to  his The American Box Tortoise.knowledge, from competent observers, this note is sent to  
S'cierzce, partly for its interest and partly in the hope of 1'1;itv1,s me to  call the attention of those interesteci in 
elicitingfurther evidence. zoOlogy to the North A2mericnnbox tortoise or T~prrnje/te 

A family living in southern Kew Jersey have a cat, not (Cistu/r(o). I11 working over the material so  far collected 
large or powerful, but very lithe and active, that has been we notice no mention of material from Georgia, Ten-
in the habit of going off to  the \vootis r:ncl returning with n?ssee, , l laban~a,lientucky, the I)akotas, New Mexico or 
dead snakes of different species, up to  three or four feet western ?'exas. Neither are specinlens reported from 
in length. After dragging i t  home, she would proceed t o  hlcxico excepting Mesico City. Specimens are v?guely 
art the  snake anci was often interrupted and the  prey taken reported t o  have been founc? in Ca~i:ucia,but no specimens 
from her by members of the family, who were horrified a t  seein tcrbe preserveti and no authentic records are known. 
the proceeding. On one occasion, a violent fiurry among I t  is comrnonly supposed that ihe 2;3r1.~pr.nc(Cistud~)does 
the hens was noticed, and it was found to  be due to  the  not exist west of the Rockies. If any person has evidence 
approach of a black snake, fully a yard long. 'l'hc cat  t o  the contrary we woul(1 like t o  ltnom it. JVe would re-
had reached the spot, however, before the  family, ant1 quest all who call give us aid on any of these points to  
her motZus optun~tlz'c'was witnessed. She attacketl the stlake write us. If possible we would like to receive specinlei~s 
by repeatecily springing 1111011 it, and endeavoring t o  from any locality 1v11:ltever. 'I'he con~parativelyfixed 
seize it with his teeth, inimediatcly bckind the head. habitation of this genus renders :t large collectio~linclud-
After a few such assaults, the cat  killed it, ant1 in tlue i r g  many localities highly clesiral~le. l'erhons tvho ntay 
time proceeded t o  eat it,  a s  usual, although it was then have any of thcse sl)ecimcns 011 hantl, but (to not care t o  
removed. part with them, woulcl confer a great  favor by lending 

On relating this incident in a company of scientific thern. Favors rendereti in this way woulcl 1)t: fully ap-
friends it was generally regarded as novcl ; but one gentle- preciated and rei11eiul)eretl. -111 packages or  communi-
man describctl a precisely similar action tvitriessed by him catio1.i~ shoultl 1)e atl(1ressecl to  ~uitlersigltecl, \\'alker 
in Harlem, N.Y. A disturbance was observed in Lhe rear hluseun~,LTniversity of (:hir.:~go, Chicago, 111. 
garden, anti the large faillily cat  was found n~ak ingjust I\'. I+:. r I ' I l ~ l , o l < .  
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BRAIN 
man to canvas  for advertiee-


incnts for.G.iirr:cc. 'l'he 11st1a1romr~~i?.sionofthirty

$x:r cent \\.ill I),! p;~icl. ~\pj?Iyin person a t  .S:icftce (Mice,


__11_1 11 1 l\'IN(: li<.:lr t11c fan~<>iis" Scipcnt%lo~jnd'' .\llnn~s 874 I',rt,~d\v:iy,Sc\v i'1)t.C. 

, .> .(;CIIIII~. I ,  1x1~' had ;I
ol,i!). opportlmttj lo I ~ I : I L ~  . . . . . . . . . .  
crlilccl1~)ll1) ~)re-hlstorlcrcllcs. I \\-ill sell same to ;111)7011c OtJl , l . l< 11,)1t(1rgn~<lttatein Science arid l'Iiiloa,phy

I i~~tcrcsrcd \irritcmc. I[) duircs any si~it;rt)lc\wrk in scicnrc, of the oatoreIn ;~rcl~:c<~logy. \Y;trrcn t:orvctr,
! I<lmvillc. Fiixl~latrdCOIIIILV. of te;~cli~nx~>rclc:rrcd. Address, F:.A. Iirckett, 'l'rinityOliii). 

Ci>llc,qc,'l'orot~ic).01ut;trio. 
. ........ .-.. - .... 


~\S'l 'l~,J).--'I'hcory of tlic I-'artit, I)y tiuttcln. I'nn-
. . . .  ....... by l.ycll. of Geology,mi - ciples of (;~.oI<wy. . \ l i~n~tal  

7..\l<YOKIXl<'l 'lC l~'I(;C?l<l~:SIY Alz\31Xii\r,lAhr I i ' l~i l l is .  I t:hrhrtl:h dcr' (:aolrie un(l I'ctrefacenkllndc
1IOI~SFOKD'SACID l) lJ(XJ ' l f~~rr~h .~I:SG,I~;S.-;s~II;!~tilc 1>t11>1icatioir I>> ('nrl I l t~idrss~:r ' l r  hy ~?ituhr(d/ i>rclim- rl::t. h i~ianior~l~ir;n:a,  

181nryhotice ~n .Sc:/.~irar~for 1)cc. r ,  1893. nilany 11;1rti,,s ......................................... --...... 
Iia\.c \\.ritti:n tno ;l.;kinx [or IICI.III:+IIVII~ prcj t : ir '&~ti~~~sLROII.- Wa S'l.1.: 1).---Scc~~ncl-l~a~l~l,hooks on ostcolc,.q),, eili

is 1-ecoinmen(ie~1by physicians of all i ~ i g  '1.1, thcno pnrtics I 11nvc belit slid(!n, and I hrvo't)xy, nix1 comparatlvc allatom).. listt ~ ~ i ~ o s i s .  Send 
now offer to :ill wl~c)dcsirc t h c ~ nslides shnwi~t!: ~nitlltic statinp c(;~~clitit)narid cash price. Can offer a leu, good

schools, for restoring brain force or firllr- in liu- I i of crnbryo kittea. A good immcrs~on scts of birds' rsxs if desired. R. C. .hlc(;rcxor, I'alo 
oi~icctivcis nccrss;krv h> make out the firrurcs s:itis- Alt~).California./ fai~orilv. Send (m c&ts in s ta t~~ps .1f the 's'iide is notenergy, in all cases i s:rt~sfa&ory, rettrrli it, arid 1 xri-illretttrn the money. I do tIN'I'I<I):~-A copy of .Cliitpman's 1210ra of the 
not rare to escti;~ngeslides. Frank S. Aby, Smte Uni- Southern 1,'11it~dStates. I have on hand lor .sale

the  nervous system has been reduced 1! versity, 

F~)%sz$f;:;.--f 
rotvx City, I C I ~ .  	 I ~ ~ s c l l ~ l r l x escts of the liclier~sof this vicinity. List/ furnished 01% apl)iicitti<m. Addre=, C. Y. Alax\vell. I3ox 

below the  normal standard by over- ;;;;~~;::;ti~;!\;fl,~~;~Ji~c;~;: ... -- - .............. .- . 

work, as found in latvyers, riachess, 2;;;. of \\""'E$ :ti r w x ~connition aria a s  rave flill TAN'l'liI).--Ati<lrrsscs of persons in~ercstt,(lin ;ir-
Sc:~rlyall were col1rt:tetl in the Coru~~ccticot chax)it)pu. Copiesof the new arciixologic jo~trlialin\?tlley 

in ;\Ias~achusa~ts.I'r'icc, $10. c\ddrcss, II. I,. Clark, exchange for iists of collectors. A collection ~f 10,-
students and brain-workers generally. 9 2 2Fifth A ~ ~ I I I I C ,  	 valuable ohjectv the rcsults of my nine years' explorat~oriI)ittsbtir'gh, I'enna. 

..................... .- ...........-.-.. - i n  the .\Iisr,issipl;i Valley, for wle. Pric;, $,,djo. War~er l  
O K  SAl.I*:.- -1'ricc $rjo, cost orivinitlly hetiveeu &oo K. Sloorehead. \Vatcrloo. indisns. 

Descriptive pamphlet free on applicatioii to I? anrl $400. a ttticn>scoljc and f(;llorving acct:w)ri>s: 
.\cmt: (No. 2). s r ; ~ n ~ i  	 AN'I'I:.I).-- Vol. I3irds of the Standard or Itiversideand (.as(+ losl.. $75 ; Cv~och,one-fifth 
c<~il;tradjast~iienta11t1ohiecti\e. $ 2 5 ;  'I'ollcs, four-te~~ths Sa t .  Ilist. I'leferred in parts. F. A. I,ucas,

Rumford Chemical Works, (lit~o,$45 ; Tones ;nnplifier, 525;: I:aush and T . i ~ t ~ i l >  half h!\ntii>~i;tl Wsshingt<>n,1). C.i l ~ i s e ~ n .  
solid eyr plece, $8; 1:ausfu and Intnh, acromaric' con- 1 

Providence, R.I. 	 denser, $1 8 ; Hartnock IJ(,lal.i~er $30 : tllrn-table $ 6 .  
I-lartnock, catrrcra locida, $20. 1). '1'. %Iarsha!l, blrtil:llcn: 

Beware of Siibstitutcs and Tmitatioas. 3. T. 	 (;no. I.. k;. Co., of So. 64 East 12th Street,J < s ~ r . ~ s ~ r  
Ne'x York, zrilnounce that they have added LO 

0 I':XCMA?\'(;I<.-Works on entomolo,~y,botany their stock of minerals, diiring the past six weeks, 
and palaeontoloqr for works on Indians and ar- more choice specimens than during an similar 

chaology. H .  Justin kbdct), Ilfillersvilie, 1%. th1:ir history. In  order to make cluicz sales tcf.iZ2 
~narkedthe prices very low, and as a further temptationFOR SALE BY ALL DRUGGISTS. FOK SALE ,\ Zertmayer new model U S. Army to customers to forget the hard times, they have decided 


Hospital monocular stand,cost $rro. H. C. WI llz, to altcnv a discount of ten per cent, nrt all minerals
/ 
1st Broadway, Ncw J'ork. 	 sold during 1 .h~month of Is'ehruary, 


