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O f  these t w o  forms  Mr. Bowles simply remarks " ,411 Postage on Natural History Specimens. 

things considered, t he  northern and the  southern bird,  I N  Scie~zee for NOV. 17 ,  1893, p. 267, appeared a circular 
when laid side b y  side, ~vould  hardly be  taken  for t he  issued b y  t he  Academy o f  Natural Sciences o f  Philadel- 
same species. " Mr. Bowles's third or intermediate f o rm  phia, concerning t he  transmission o f  specimens o f  natural 
is accounted for b y  Bendine, in his handsome work upon history b y  mail between di f ferent  countries. T h i s  circular 
" 1,ife Histories o f  North American Birds," where he  asked scientific bodies in certain countries therein named 
says: " I n  t he  New England States north o f  Massachu- t o  recluest their respective governments t o  favorably re-
setts i t  (Bofztzsn ui72bell~~s) intergrades with B. Z L I I I ~ ~ ~ ~ L L Sconsider a proposition, made b y  t he  United States Post 
togatic, the  majority o f  t he  specimens found throughout 
southern Maine, New Hampshire, Vermon t  and northern 
New riork being scarcely referable t o  either f o rm ,  birds 
found in t he  high lands approaching t he  Canadian ru f fed  
grouse, while those in the  valleys are nearer typical BonaSa 
u~~ibellus." 

T h e  charge o f  Mr. Bowles that  " comparatively little 
has been priizted concerning the  variety o f  colors worn b y  
t he  ru f fed  grouse (Bonnsn ~tn~bellzts),--which seems sur-
prising, as i t  is a favorite game bird,"-can hardly I)e 
sustained. I t  would have been better had your contributor 
consulted t he  71evy exteizsi~le literature upon this genus 
before he  undertook t o  priat his article in ,S.'c.ie~zce on t he  
coloration o f  t he  bird. R. TIr. SHUFEI.I) , I . .  

Takoina,  D. C., Jan.23, 18s~. 

Late-blooming Trees. 
T H E  remarks in a recent issue o f  Sciei~ce on fruit-trees 

I-)looming in autumn are o f  much interest in that  connec- 
t ion ,  but  when it is found that  many o f  our wild-f lo~vers 
show a tendency t o  b l o o ~ n  at this  season, t he  causes 
suggested seem hardly sufficient t o  explain t he  phenoni- 
enon. Some plants that  bloom in spring habitually 
bloom again in Septe~nber  or October. In  this  class are 
t he  common blue violet (V.pnliizatn var. c~tcltllata) and t he  
dog violet Specimens o f  ( V. ca~zi/ztz var. ?~~z~ le~~h~v~y - z ' z ) .  
these may  be found in bloorn every a u t u ~ n n ,  and o f t en  
the  arrow-leaved and Canada violets as well. I t  is not 
uncoInnion t o  find t he  red raspberry producing flowers 
and ripe fruit as late as t he  ~niddle  o f  O c t o b e ~  in this  
latitude. Among the  twenty-two species o f  spring 
flowers that  I have ' found blooming in late a u t u ~ n i ~  may be  
mentioned II(~cztica tviloba, ELb(qaea veprrls, Nozlstoilin 

Of f ice ,  t o  admit such specimens t o  t he  international mails 
under t he  rates for " samples o f  merchandise," this  propo- 
sition having been once rejected b y  those countries. 

In  Scietzce for Dec. 2 2 ,  1893, p. 348, a Canadian corres- 
pondent, Mr. 117. Hague Harrington, criticises this  circular 
as follows : " I t  is sought t o  throw the  blame upo11 the  
countries in question, whereas t h e  trouble arises solely 
f rom t h e  fact  that  t he  United States have not  yet advanced 
far ellough t o  have apni-eelpast, as is in operation ainong 
these other countries. There  is n o  difficulty in trans- 
mit t ing specinlens f rom Canada t o  t he  most  remote coun- 
tries, but  t he  United States b y  their policy make  i t  im-
possible t o  receive or t o  send them.  T h e  scientific societies 
should exert their influence at home ,  and endeavor t o  
have t he  United States Congress adopt t he  more advanced 
and liberal postal arrangements o f  t he  countries which 
your correspondents blame for their troubles." 

,4s chair~nan o f  t he  coilimittee appointed b y  the  Academy 
t o  prepare t he  circular, I have obtained f rom Mr. N .  M. 
Brooks, Superintendent o f  Foreign Mails, U .  S.  P .  O . ,  
t he  following official information,  which, it is believed, will 
sufficiently justify t he  means adopted b y  this  Academy t o  
secure t he  end desired. I t  gives Ine great pleasure t o  ac- 
knowledge here t he  unfailing courtesy o f  Mr. Broolts 
throughout our correspondei~ce on this  subject. 

'The Superintendent's let ter ,  dated Jan .  1 2 ,  1894, reads : 
" W i t h  respect t o  the  criticisms (quoted in your let ter  
under reply)  upon this L3epartnient's failure t o  Inore 
generally establish the  parcels post service, i t  may  be  well 
t o  say that  so far as smitzllpacka,ues o f  natural history speci- 
mens are concerned, t he  parcel post would af ford but  fell7 
additional facilities over those of fered in t h e  regular 
mails i f  t he  rates were assimilated t o  those in force 

ene?,~tlea, R U I ~ / I / ~ ~ Z I / / I S  Ko~tz blnnda, Hi'evnci~~111 in  Great Britain and C a n a d a ;  for instance, t hef t z ~ ~ i ~ ~ l t z ~ i s ,  
z8enosLtm and Potenh'lla caisntle/~sis. W h e n  the  whole list 
is examined it will be found that  this  trait o f  bloorning 
t ~ i ~ i c e  T h e  rose family runs through certain floral orders. 
( t o  which the  fruit trees belong) is easily first, followed 
b y  violets, c r o ~ i ~ f o o t s ,  T h e  list contains few,  i f  ;tny, e tc ,  
representatives o f  those plants that  spring f rom bulbs, 
c o r n ~ s ,or thickened rootstocks, although their buds are 
formed in autumn. Having a stock o f  food t o  draw 
upon, i t  would seem that  these should be t he  first t o  
respond t o  warrnth and moisture. I t  appears t o  be quite 
rare for t he  t r i l l iu~n,  dog-tooth violet,  spring beauty, rue 
anernone or blood-root t o  bloom in autumn, and I should 
be  pleased t o  hear f rom those who have found t h e m  in 
blossom at that  season. 

Apropos o f  this  subject i t  may be  mentioned that  t h e  
blooming o f  plants out o f  season has long been considered 
an unlucky ornen. A n  old saw runs, "TVhen roses and 
violets flourish in autumn it is a sign o f  plague or pesti- 
lence during the  coming year." In certain parts o f  t he  
United States t he  blooming o f  fruit trees in  autumn is 
supposed t o  be t he  precursor o f  a death in t he  owner's 
family.  \\ 'ILLARU N.  CI,UTE. 

L(ing11alntot1,N, Y., Jan .  19, 1894. 

--hlr. A .  C .  Cowley, o f  Tr in i ty  College, Ox ford ,  and 
Mr. T .  G .  Stenning, Magdalen College, Ox ford ,  have just 
l e f t  for  S t .  Catherine's Convent ,  hlount Sinai, in  order t o  
continue t he  investigations begun b y  Mrs. Le~v i s  and Prof .  
Rendel Harris. 

lowest charge in Great Britain on a package weighing 3 
pounds 01, less addressed for delivery in Belgiurn is I 

shilling 3 pence ("30 cents ) ,  and t o  France I shilling 4 
pence (=32 cents ) ,  while in Canada the  charges for a 
pound ov less ~vould  be t o  Belgium 46 cents ,  and t o  F' rance 
48 cents. Whi le  t he  sums named above may be low for 
t he  transmission o f  three-pound or one-pound packages, 
it rnust be  remembered that  these surns are t he  minimurn 
charges and must  be paid also on smaller packages, even 
on packages weighing only one or t w o  ounces. I f  t he  
proposition o f  this  Ilepartinent, t o  admit natural history 
specirnens t o  t he  mails as 'samples,' had been adopted,sniall 
packages o f  such specirnens would have been transmis- 
sible throughout t he  extent  o f  the  postal union at t he  rate 
o f  one cent for each t w o  oiunces, while t he  facilities of fered 
b y  the  parcels post for t he  transmission o f  larger packages 
would not have been curtailed. For example, under 
present conditions a package weighing 4 1 / 2  ounces may 
be sent f rom Canada t o  Belgium or Ii'rance as n letter upon 
the  prepayment o f  45 cents j as a parcels post packagethe 
charge ~vould  be 46 and 48 cents ,  respectively ; as a 
' sample ' t he  charge ~vould be 3 cents." 

I t  rnay also be mentionetl that  t he  United States havt 
a parcels post t o  certain American countries at t he  rate o f  
1 2  cents per pound or fraction o f  a pound. 

Mr. Harrington's criticism is inaccurate when he says 
that  this  Academy's circular ' (  suggested that  t he  various 
scientific bodies o f  t he  United States should use their in-
fluence t o  induce the  governinent,s o f  certain enumerated 
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countries t o  coilseilt t o  such inaterial passing by sample Note  on t he  Shoulder-Girdle o f  t h e  Man-0'-War Bird. 

post." T h e  circular, on t h e  conti-ary, s ta ted tha t  this  FORp ~ ~ b l i c a t i o nin ano ther  connection, 1 have recent ly 
Acadeiny had L 6  resolved t o  address  t h e  various scientific ~vr i t t e t l  out  a complete  accoullt of t h e  skeleton of t h e  
bodies, \\-it11 ~ v h i c h  it  is in con1inu1licatioll iii those COIL~I~I~I'Sinan-0'-~var bird (I;/-c<ycifir rrquiin), and have heell in-
7ifh0~t'g o ~ ~ e ~ i ~ ~ i i ~ ~ i ~ f s  fhc pi'i~&~"tio~~," htcz'e z'oted c~~q-az'i2st a n d  i t  
is these societies only ~ v h i c h  t h e  Acaderily has  addressed 
on t h e  subject .  PIIIT,IP1'. C.\I,VERT. 

I'liiladclphia, Jan. 13, =Son. 

T h e  Climbing Habits  o f  t he  S o f t  Shell Tur t l e  ( Aspidonectes 
spinifer). 

T\'IIII,E making oobservations on hIud Creek a t  Liax-cnna, 
Nebraska,  in t h e  interests  tile U. S .  Fish Commis- 
sion last August,  I c h a ~ l c e d  up011 ari interest ing sight.  11 
d a m  extended across t h e  creelr ~ v h i c h  had been con-
structed of t~vo-incl i  plank placetl side 1157 side, bu t  instead 
of placing t h e  edges all in t h e  s:une verticrtl line t h e  plank 
above had been d r a ~ v n  baclr r i  l i t t le each t ime,  s o  t h a t  tlie 
dain 1)resenterl a series of very nari-o~5- stttps leacling u l ~  
stre:~m. l ' h e  slope Tvas gradual,  except  t h e  last two planks 
a t  t h e  top ,  whose edges ~vei-e placed in tlie sanie vertical 
line, t h ~ l s  making here a s tep  of four  inches instead of 
t ~ v o ,  and ,  more than  t h a t ,  this  four-inch s tep  was allowed 
t o  extend ou t  over t h e  one just belier:tll i t  fol- a sllcrt 
dis tance.  'l'he dain TI-as about  TI-elve feet  high, and t h e  
angle was enough t o  place the  top  of t h e  dani  two feet  
far ther  L I ~ Jt h e  sti-earn than  t h e  base. ;Is I ::pproached frorn 
h e l o ~ v  my attentioil  TI-as called t o  a soft-sllellcd tu r t l e  t h a t  
Tvas pi-oti-utliiig his head froin t h e  n-atcr a t  t h e  11r:se of t h e  
dam. 1did 11ot tllilik t h a t  such a rlunisy anirnal ~ v o u l d  
a t t e m p t  a ciiinb of twelve feet  on a very poor road,  h u t  
presently he  ventured out ,  and  by  careful feeling was soon 
up t ~ v o  feet ,  bu t  a t  t h e  next  s tep he t u ~ n b l e d  back illto tlle 
water.  H e  \\-as no more  do~\711 when he s tar ted again, 
only t o  receive another  turnl~le .  Several tinles this  
occured,  11iit t h e  last  t ime he  hat1 reached t h e  last stcl), 
~ v h e n  he  met  the  project ing four-iilch s tep.  I t  was too  
bad t o  see him tumhle after so  much hard  ~voi-lr, b u t  t h e  
last  1)rojectioil Tras too  much for  llim, ant1 tlon:li lle fell 
TI-elve feet in to  t h e  vatel-.  H e  seenletl discouragetl and  
no t  iilcliiled t o  t r y  i t  again, a l though I n a t c h e d  for  sonle 
tinle t o  see n-hat he would do .  I n  atidition t o  t h e  steep- 
ness of t h e  s teps tliei-e TI-ere lit t le streanis of water  flowii~g 
over  here and  tliere, some of ~vhicl i  s t ruck t h e  tur t le  as  it  
nras clirnbiug up. 

I saw a co~ll~l losl  s n a l ~ p i n gturt le  (Chrlj'ifi~r scq?i/,i'iztz'zii) a t  
t h e  foot  of t h e  dam,  and TI-hile i t  would th rus t  out  its lieat! 
ant1 look longingly a h o ~ e  it  did n o t  a t tenipt  t o  ciiml). 

L~J>.;SSES0.C o x .  
AIa~~ka to ,AIiiln. 

A Rope o f  Insects. 

tci-csted in what illy friend Professor Alfred Newton, 
1'. R.S.,  says of i ts  shoultier-girdle in t h e  " J~lictionary of 
Ijirds," lion; p;issing through t h e  press. I n  t h e  ~vorlr  
named,  lJroEess:)r Ke\ \ - to~ i  remarlis : " I11 one very i-e- 
1nar1;able n a y  t h e  ostec)logy of //i-cq-nin differs f rom t h a t  
of all other  birds k i i o ~ \ - ~ ~ .  'I'hc furcula coalesces firmly a t  
i t s  syniphysis n,itll t h e  c:;rina of t h e  sternurii, anti also with 
t h e  coi-acoitis at  t h e  ul)per exti-emity o l  erxh of i ts  1-anii, 
t h e  anter ior  erlcl of each co1-acoid coalcscilig also \\-it11 t h e  
lxoximal  e n d  of tlie scapulr~.  '1'h~i.s t h e  01i1y articulations 
in t h e  \vhole s ternal  appai-;it~:s are  where t h e  coi-acoids 
rneet t h e  s ternum, anti t h e  coilsetjuence is a I)ony frarne- 
worlr \\-hiell v;o:~lil 1)e l~er fec i ly  rigid did no t  the  flexibility 
of the  ranii of t h e  furcula l ~ e r i n i t  a limiteil arnount of 
notion." (i'ai-t I . ,  1 ~ 1 ~ .293, 2 ? + . )  

A t  this ~ < r i t i n g  I ha\-i; at hailil a very perfect skeletoil 
of 13-i:yntir, 1rilitii)- lonlied me by t h e  Llllitetl S ta tes  S a t i o n a l  
l i u s e u m ,  and in it t h e  scapulx  a r e  perfectly free and artic- 
ulate, as  usuial TI-it11 tlie coracoids, a n d  i t  is only t h e  
fui-culn t h a t  fuses wit11 tlie cor:tcoids a l ~ o v e  ant1 ~17ith t h e  
s ten ia l  keel l ~ c l o ~ v .  I<non.ing whax ;in accul-ate observer 
a ~ i d  dcscri1)er Professoi- X e ~ v t o n  is, 1 repaired t o  tlie 
National ?,Iuseun\, and  thi-o11g::li t h e  kiiltliless of Mr.  I,ucas, 
t h e  curator  of :lie l)epni-tment of Conlpara.tive L l~ ln to iny  in 
t h a t  i ! ls t i t~~t ioi i ,  I ~v;:s s h o ~ v n  t h e  slloulclcr--girdles and 
s te rna  of a 1iu111he1-oi' s p e t : i ~ n e ~ ~ s  inof F/.c;q-irf(:, bu t  each 
and  all o i  tl iem t h c  sc:~pul,-i- l reely ar t iculated \sit11 t h e  
coracoitls in a manlier c ~ i ~ l i i ~ ~ i lt h e  class i lves .  t o  TTe 
must  belie1-e then t h a t  when I'rofessor h-e~vton n r o t e  ou t  
his tlescriptio~l of t h a t  p;ut of t h e  slteletoll of t h e  species 
in cluestion, lie ~ i ~ i l s t  Iiz:vc had  1)efc)l-e him an abnol-ma1 e r -  
ample of t h e  bones t o  \r.hich Ire refer .  My work when 
published ~vj l l  give a very full ant1 accurate  descril)tion of 
all t h e  hones in t h e  skeleton of this  very remarlrahle 
species, conil)::i-ing t h e m  TI-it11 t h e  correspoi idi~ig bones 
I-tpreseuteti I;); r:n un~i.sunlly fine series of t h e  skeletons 
of o ther  S/i;;>-ni.cci/,oiJt.s. 
,~ 1).C, ,  J , i i ~ , T?, 1824. li. S H U F I ~ L D , ~ . .
l a l z ( ~ i ~ ~ a ,  

Volcasiic Rocks  of't he  Huronian. 

I s  LTr. LT.S. Gran t ' s  interest ing no te  011~ o l c a n i crocks 
in t h e  I<een~i t in  o f  hlinnesota, ~ r h i c h  r:ppeared in Si-i'i,i~cr, 
of Jan. r 2 ,  he  T\-rites : " ' l hn t  the  I(ee~r.ati11 roclts noi-tli- 
west of Lalre Superior ai-e t o  a considerable extent  com-
posed of volcanic (effusive) material has  been s ta ted  
all-eady 11y G. A I .  I)a~vson,A.C. T,awson ant1 hT. H. M7in-
cliell." I t  will he f o u ~ ~ d ,  t h etiowever, on 1-eferring t o  
descril)tious above cited, t h a t  a lai-ge par t  of t h e  foi-ma-11 1-espouse t o  t h e  le t ter  of IIi-. L y i ~ t i s  Jones in ,YC~I.IICI,, 

l k c .  29, 1 quote t h e  follo~ving, concerning t h e  fanlily 
ili~i-rto,+hi'/iii~~cfroni t h e  Standarti  Katural  History,  I I . ,  
408 : " 'l'he larvae o f  one genus, a t  least (Si-i;c/,tr), have 
long  heen kuon-11 for  the i r  gregai-ious habi ts .  'l'liey a re  
often found in dense patches under t h e  barlr of t rees  and ,  
what  is more interest ing,  TI-lien about  t o  change t o  t h e  
p u ~ as ta te ,  will congregate  in irnniense 11urnbe1-s, forming 
pl-ocessions t h s t  have bee11 ohserveti foul- 01- f i ~ e  inches 
wide and t e n  oi- t w e l ~ e  feet 101lg. 'l'hey t ravel  in a solid 

tion as  it  occ~ii-s in t h e  vicinity of t h e  Lake  of t h e  TVootls 
is actually coniposed of volcanic hreccias and  volcanic ash 
roclts, though materials of e f f u s i ~ e  origin a re  also abun- 
dan t .  

T h e  111-eccias or aggloi~ierates  a re  of ten vei-y coarse, and 
t h e  circunistatlcts ai-e sucli as  tc) i~lclicate t h a t  tliere nlust 
have been sever:tl vo1c:iilic vents  even i11 this  1-egion. See 
( t  c >  CI,J~ c o  and  Resources of t h e  Region in t h e  Vicinity of 
t h e  3'01-ty-liintll l'nrallel " ( I  875) 1~11, 5 1-52 ; C;r,oli!,.-ii-trl 

co l~ ln in  fi-om four  t o  six deep, over each other ,  a d v a n c i ~ ~ g  
about  a n  inch a minute.  F'rom tliis peculirtr habi t ,  they 
have heen called t h e  army-~1-orn1 in Europe.  Sinlilar 
habi ts  have 11een o b s e r ~ e d  in tliis country arnong our 
species. One  species of this  genus (S. ii.inlz') is  lruo~vn t o  
feet1 in nunihers i n  the  interior of apples in this  country."  
'l'llis peculiar habi t  will be  found conlrnented ~1l)on in Inally 
o ther  popular woi-lrs on insects.  J O H N  13. SAIITII. 

Rutgers College, New I?runsnick, N.J. 

&ItzSy~r2iiii~,Ijec. I T ,  \"c)l. I V ~(18771, 11. 316 ; t t  ~411nu:il l i e -  
por t  of t h e  'eological Survey of Canada " ( T S X ~ ) ,pp.  
4gCC. ct si7i/. GEORGEM. L).\TVSON. 

(+c<,lo~iiali u r v c y  ofCan:ida, Jan. 2q9 1894. 

Secret  Language of Children. 

il c u ~ r o u si n s t a ~ l c e  of child language, different f rom 
any  mentiouetl hy Mi-. Chrisnian in  a recen t  issue of 
Si.kil~.i', has  come u~l t l e r  nljl ow11 o l ~ s e r ~ a t i o n .  It was 


