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season is diminished in proportion, as, of course, no The  phenonlenon of "the late blossoming of trees," 
new buds can be formed. referred to by Dr. Walter Mendelson in Science of Dec. 

This late blooming is not at all uncommon, although 15, 1893, wasobserved here. During the latter part of 
I do  not remember having noticed any as early as Sep- September and the first of October great numbers of 
tember. One season in the first week of November the fruit trees were in bloom, and on many green fruit set 
pear trees in the garden were quite white with blos- and grew; but they all occurred in the track of a severe 
soms, but unfortunately I cannot recall the year. hail storm which in August passed over a strip of 

Dr. Mendelson may enjoy a very pretty bouquet in country about half-a-mile in width, cutting the foliage 
February or March by placlng in water in a sunny win- comp1ete;y froin the trees. Possibly Brielle and Alpine, 
dow the fruit-bearing branches of pears, apples or N. J., wer? in the track of that hail storm. 
cherries; in a short time they will develop their beauti- THOMASS. STEVENS. 
ful and fragrant blossoins. I?. J. THOMI>SON. Trenton, N. J., Dec. 28, 1893. 

New Brighton, Staten Island 
A S  TO FEIGNED DEATH IN SNAKES. 

A CORRECTION. WHTLEon a trip to the Bad Lands in northwest

science is so generally exact in copy that kebrasl<a and South Dakota in the summer of 189a, col- 


nlust have left out one important word in a recent com- lections of rattlesnakes were ~~i~~ much in- 
mnnication. I should have said that the early Iroquois t, ,-ested in the recent articles on "Feigned Death in
had no council wampum. When the Dutch came they I have the following statement to make:
obtained i t  fast enough, but it is found on no earlier whenever a freshly captured rattlesnake was intro-
sites in their territory. The later ones have furnished duced in the box with the former captures it usually 
it in abundance. vented its rage on them by striking and biting. No ill 

I wish to record the occurrence of the thick-billed whatever ensued. ~ l ~ ~ ,when teased, thesnakes 
guillemot in this part of New York- A young One would bite one another. We lost no rattlesnakes what- 
shot on the Seneca River, at Baldwinsville, I59 ever 0, the trip. We often teased the snakes before 
1893. I t  has not been reported so far inhnd before. capture, and in not one instance did they show any ten- Two species of cormorant have been shot on Onondaga dency to feign death. H. H. EVERETT.
Lake, and I heard that a pelican was recently killed Lincoln, N,,,., uec,27r 

there, but have not seen it. w.hf. BEAUCHAMP. --
Baldwinsville, N. Y., Dec. 28, 1893. THELEASTBITTERN. 


LATE-BLOOMI~C~TREES. LAST summer a wounded bittern, the smallest of 

TREES them all, Botaurus ezilis, came into the grounds of the 
or shrubs if stripped of thcir foliage during the 

summer will put out new bltds and new leaves and New York State Fishery Commission, a t  this place, and 
blossoms. I t  is a common saying with farmers that as its wing was hanging down one of my men caught i t  
when a LILC blosso~ris in +he fall it iq :bout to die, which and amputated the wing. I t  remained and fished in a 
isgenerally the case, as it mostly occurs on diseased swampy bit of land where the minnows are plenty, in 
trees. On such a tree the leaves will often turn yellow a pool fed by tide water, and promises to winter there. 
and fall off during a dry summer. The  later rains will Its habit of remaining nlotionless when I approach it 
put a little new life into it, and it will often put forth slowly and in plain sight is interesting, perched on a 
buds and blosson~. The  same occurs if healthy trees stick, or standing in the mud with its neck drawn up 
are stripped of their foliage during the summer. close and bill pointed upward. I can go within two 

- ---.---	 --

GERMANIA A monthly magazine for the ssudy SOFTLY STEALS THE LIGHT OF DAY of the German language and litera- 
wher altered through windows covered with $ore, is IuhrgJdy reoommended b college professors 

and *he press as  '%he best effotxyet made to  assist CRYSTOCRAPHS, the student of German and to interest him in his 
s substitute for Stained Glass tha t  fs inexpensive, pursuit." I t s  BF.GIINN&(RS' CORNERfurni~hes every 
beautiful, and easily applied. 	 pears, complete and interesting course m German-	 p m m a r .  $2 a year. Single copies 20 cents. P*0.- ox 151, Manohester, N. Ii. 
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CONTE OF THE NEW BOOKS AT LOW PRICES. 


Fnrnot~sVor~arneAND ~XPLORERS.-$1.5~. how the late Senator Stanford chopped his way to the 
MRS.BOLTox has added to her Famous series of books law. "He had grown tall and strong," says Mr. ~ t o d  

another 2nd an uxiusual!y interesting volume, 46Famous dard, "and was a capital hand in a hapfield, behind a- 
Voyagers md Explorers." I t  is harclly comprehensive, 
as it S<~res the biographies of. only a, few typical ex- 
plorers--Mnrco Polo, Columbus, j?,ilagellan, Raleigh, 
and the more prol-rtinent of our rnodolrl American ex- 
IAlorera. Dorrbr!ess such r~ames as the Cabots, Sir 
Irumpkrey Gilbert, De Soto, wlier . ,  Naasen and 
others arc rescLved for a second voluiac. Mrs. Bolton 
I.las a @f.i:for sort ;,f wi--iting, she has here 
bro~lgfrt together a large aniouazt of deeply interesting 
matter which otl~emvisecauld only be obtained by read- 
ing LZirough a t lo~enor ?nore separate volumes. The 
book is il!rastrated with sekera?poi-traits.-Boston Tram-
cw- "---.-------- -.--. 

OURr 3 r - l ~ ~ ~WBST~--$'~.~O. 

THEcontents of tile voXuine ajjpeared serially in 
Havw's 3Xqaz'ine R I I ~LXn~er"sWw~rit.Iy)in which periodi- 
cats they attracled wide attention alirl favorable corn- 
meat. Their importance fully jnstificd their republiea- 
fion in a more pcri~~anentfon:~. The book affords a 
more mirrute insight i a ~ othe present condition of the 
West than can be found elsewhere, What it tells is the 
result of personal experience, fortified by information 
obtained from the best-informed and most reliable men 
in the localities under discussion, and set forth with 
admirable clearness and impartiality. I t  is a work to 
be read and pondered by those interested in the growth 
of the nation westward, and is of permanent standard 
value.-Boston Gazette. 

~TATESMEN.-$2.00. 

IN the reparation of this work Noah Brooks has 
aimed to present a series of character sketches of the 

persons selected for portraiture, The object is 
to place before the present generation of Americans 
salient points in the careers of public men whose at- 
tainments in statesmanship were the result of their 
own individual exertions and force of character rather 
than of fortunate circumstances. Therefore these brief 
studies are not biographies, Mr. Brooks had the good 
fortune of personal acquaintance with most of the 
statesmen of the latter part of the period illustrated by 
his pen, and he considers it an advantage to his readers 
that they thus receive from him some of the im- 
pressions which these conspicuous personages made 
upon the mental vision of those who heard and saw 
them while they were living examples of nobility of 
aim and success of achievement in American states- 
maaship, 

MEN OF BUSINESS.-$2.00. 

Wa0. STODDARD,who has just written a book pub- 
lished by the Scribners, on "Men of Business," tells 

plough, or with an axe in the timber; bqt how could 
this help him into his chosen profession?' Nevertheless 
it was a feat of wood-chopping which raised him to the 
bar. When he was eighteen pears of age his father 
purchased a tract of woodland; wished to clear it, but 
had not the means to do SO. At the same time he was 
anxious to give his son a lift. He told ~ e a n d ,  there- 
fore, that he could have all he could make from the 
timber, if he would leave the land clelar of trees. 
Leland took the offer, for a new market had latterly 
been created for cord-wood. He had saved money 
enough to hire other choppers to help him, and he 
chopped for the law and his future career. Over 2,000 

cords of wood were cut and sold to the Mohawk and 
Hudson River Railroad, and the net profit to the young 
contractor was $2,600. It  had been earned by severe 
toil, in cold and heat, and it stood for something more 
than dollars.-BroohIyn Times. 

ORTHOMETRY.-$200. 

IN"Orthometry" Mr. R. I?. Brewer has attempted a 
fuller treatment of the art of versification than is to be 
found in the popular treatises on that subject. m i l e  
tile shows a tendency to encourage verse-mak-
in& unnecessary as it is undesirable, the work may 
be regarded as useful so far as i t  tends to cultivate an 
intelligent taste for good poetry. The rhyming diction- 
ary at the end is a new feature, which will undoubtedly 
commend itself to those having a use for such aids. A 
specially interesting chapter is that on "poetic T ~ ~ A ~ ~ ,*, 
in which are included the various imitations of foreign 
verse in English. The discussion of the sonnet, too, 
thotigh failing to bring out fully the spiritual nature of 
this difficult verse form, is accu-atethan might be 
expected from the following sentence: form of 
the Sonnet is of Italian origin, and Came into use in the 

fifteen& [sic] century, towards the end of which its 

construction was perfected, and its utmost melodious 

sweetness attained in the verse of Petrarch and Bante," 

In the chapter on.Alliteration there are several mislead- 

ing statements, such as calling "Piers the Plowman" 

an "Old Eng1ish"poem. In the bibliography one is 

surprised not to find Mr. F. B. Gumn2ereSs admirable 

""Handbook of poetics," now in its third edition, In 

spite of these and other shortcomings, which can be 

readily corrected in a later issue, this work may be 

recommended as a satisfactory treatment of the 

mechanics of verse. A careful reading w;!! improvc
the crjt;oal F~~ulti~s.--me niat. 

Any of the above books wfll be sent prepaid on receipt of the pubfisher's price, less tea 
p r  cent.The same discount will be allowed on any new book, not a tc?xt=baak, 

N.D. C,HODGES, 

http:~TATESMEN.-$2.00
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