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and the female of that diminutive species in the act of
feeding it. The tiny excavation could scarcely afford
room for its feet, to say nothing of the body, and, with
feathers fluffed so as to apparently double its size, the
mouth extended to its utmost, while the midget foster-
mother, at the hazard of being swallowed bodily, plunging
her morsels far down the abysmal throat of the ungracious
usurper, who has unavoidably destroyed the mother’s own
birdlings in the process of its development.” (Birds of
Minnesota, p. 274).

The other case observed was somewhat later in the
month. In both cases there was but a single specimen of
the parasite, as is usually the case, and not one of the
bird’s own offspring was to be found, which, I think, is
also the usual thing.

In the case most critically studied the bird had left the
nest and was diligently following the foster-parents, both
of whom were in attendance upon it, now to the ground,
now to a tree, and all the while persistently clamoring for
food, which they were industriously seeking to supply.
And it seemed to me there was in the eye of the usurper
a look of impious maliciousness, which seemed to express
a semi-consciousness of wild satisfaction in the scandalous
imposition.

The observations were the more interesting to me in
that from my earliest recollections of bird-habit and
instinct the “chippy” was among the most wary and
jealous of the slightest intrusion or interference about
the nest. I have known the disturbance of even the
foliage in proximity to be sufficient to result in its
abandonment. A note in American Ornithology, p. 296,
speaks of it in the same way, and refers to it as the most
punctilious on this point, often deserting the nest even
after the eggs had been deposited. Ihave myself known
the nest to be deserted upon an apparently smaller prov-
ocation after the full complement of eggs had been laid.
It has, therefore, seemed strange to me that an egg so dif-
ferent in size and markings should be accepted and
brooded, or that after the full-grown intruder had flown
it should yet be so tenderly cared for, though its vaga-
bond nature must certainly be recognized! Is it probable
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that the maternal instincts are so strong as to overcome
all scruples even of the tragic sort involved in the case
under consideration ?

If Spizella is the frequent victim of this parasitism I
should be glad to know more about it. Of all the cases
where I have found the eggs of the cow-bird in the nests
of other birds, I have yet to find the first case of such in
the nest of the “chippy.” My observations may have been
too limited, and I shall hereafter be on the lookout for
making them more critical, and, at the same time, more
extensive.
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AN INTELLIGENT SQUIRREL.

Tur new home to which I removed this summer has
about it two-thirds of an acre of ground bearing several
old oaks, maples and other trees. Naturally enough, it
has introduced me to a number of new acquaintances in
furs and feathers. Of these the most interesting by far
is a gray squirrel (Sciurus Carolinensis), the largest
specimen I remember to have met. He made his first
bow to us early in Septamber, taking his position one
morning upon a red oak some twenty feet from the
house, with his four feet spread widely on the main
trunk, his head downward and his beautiful great brush
poised above his gray back. Here he remained motion-
less for a time, peering into a second story window
where two little children were busy at play. Directly
one of the children—a five-year-old—caught sight of
the curious eavesdropper, and made the usual hullabaloo
over him, vigorously assisted by her younger brother.
The squirrel paid little attention to their excitement,
save that he changed his position a little, but continued
his observations. For a while there was a mutual ad-

Piso’s Remedy

SOFTLY STEALS THE LIGHT OF DAY

when filtered through windows covered with

CRYSTOGRAPHS,

a substitute for Stained Glass that is inexpensive,

Best, Easlest to Use, and Cheapest.
Sold by Druggists or sent by mail,
60c. E. T. Hazeltine, Warren, Pa.

for Catarrh is the &

scribe for the

AMERICAN ARCHITECT,

THE OLDEST AND BEST

J bEvel;j reader of * Science” should sub-

beautiful, and easily applied.
£0c. per square foot, Samples and catalogue, 10c.

CRYSTOGRAPH CO,,
816 North Broad St., Philadelphia,

TAGENTS $50to $1007:4

o Ladies or Gents, Best seller known, Need-
ed atevery house, place of business or farm
the year round. “Homc” Eleetrie Moter
ruusallkindsoflightmachinery. Cheap-

est poweron earth. Connected instantly to

‘16 BEEKMAN ST,

=1 wash or Rewing machine, corn sheller,
umpn,‘hnl. lathes, jewelers' or dentists’

lasts

+—C-WE~

—£:J.B.COLT

Architectural publication in the country.
Interesting articles on architecture, Sani-
tation, Archeeology, Decoration, ete., by the
ablest writers. Richly illustrated. Issued
weekly. Send stamp for specimen copy to
the publishers,

Ticknor & Co,, 211 Tremont St., Boston,
1869. THE 1893,

Manufacturer and Builder.

Published Monthly. A handsomelyillustrated me-
chanical journal, edited by Dr. WiLLiam H. WAHL.

ETHE M<

MAK. MA
& CO. |
89'LA SALLE ST
CHICAGCO. I

s &c.

B e S, | BUILDING
' nasmInae® | BOOKS

DRAWING

SCIENCE CLUBBING RATES. INSTRUMENTS.

Every number consists of 48 large quarto Yages and
cover, filled with useful information on all subjects
of a practical nature. Specimen copy free. For
sale gy all newsdealers, Agents wanted every-
where. Address

HENRI GERARD,
¥, 0, Rox 1001, 83 Nassau St.,, N, ¥,

Pennsylvania Bedford Springs Minerai Water

For Liver, Kidney and B _dder Troubles.
For Gravel, Gall Stones, Jaundice,

1893 Catalogue

of Books on Building,
Painting, and Decorating,
also_Catalogue of Draw-
ing Instruments and Ma.
terials, sent free on appli-
cation to

Wm, T, Comstock,
23 Warren Sty New York,

104 DISCOUNT.
We will allow the above discount to any

TEN BOOKS FOR PRICE OF ONE
SEND FOR A CATALOGUE OF

For Dyspepsia, Rheumatism and Gout.

For Dropsy, Bright's Disease, Diabetes.

For Hemorrhoids, Ete.

It has been used medicinally and prescribed by

gubscriber to Science who will send us an
order for periodicals exceeding $10, counting
each at its full price.

N. D. C. HODGES, 874 Broadway, N. Y.

THE HUMBOLDT LIBRARY
OF SCIENCE.

Containing the works of the foremost scientific
writers of the age.—The Great Classics of Modern
Thought.—Strong meat for them that are of fullage.
Single numbers 15 cents, Double numbers 3o cents.

Address :—THE HUMBOLDT PUBLISHING Co.,

19 Astor Place, New York,

physicians for nearly one hundred years.
]glRECTIONS:—Take one or two glasses about a
half-hour before each meal,
Case One Dozen Half-Gallon Bottles, $4.50.
Cage Fifty Quarts (Aerated), $7.50,

Bedford Mineral Springs Co., Bedford, Pa.
Philadelphia Office, 1004 Walnut St.



