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November ;~17,1893.1 	 SCIENCE. 

Tertiary beds of the Nississippi embayment and 
gravels within the Xissouri valleys, I shall uot at  
to consider, as they should be seeu 011 the ground 
being iliscussed. As far as presented, they do not 
come the various lines of evidence svliich poin 
c~hanges in the level of Xiasouri since its Ynieozoic emer- 
geuce; the last of these changes being the one in c: 
qumce of which the present valleys were cut ia the da-

all wooden pump, ~vhioh cro\.inecl the 
eepeci out Pro111 a huge Illtinure heap 
surrounded it. So large mas the Lealt 

nclle had to be operated by a rope, and 
ater mas carried lleSond the ]leal, by a snlall troagll. 
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nuded Etu.rface of the region. 11. A.L, I>AT-~s. COON-CATS. 
Eiiirrar.! i:(xllrge, Oct. ;i, 1893. 
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COGN CATS. 

sEerXG N. 13askett's note on page 220 of the cur-;\ir.J-a 
rent Volume of *science, 	 toconcerning coon catS, 1V ~ B ~ U P . ~  

infomlyou that 1 Ivas strr.lck the extuaordiikHry 81,-
penrallse of one of tilese cats by Afr. mill  Carle- 
toll, had i t  with him in the catskill >Iountail;s the 
present surnmer. I asked hiln about the c:tt and he told 
me the sallle fable which Jlr. 1jaskctt relates, b?lt  he %vent 
on to say t,hat of course the story was incorrect and that 
in his this Peculiar race of cats from Jla;il;e is 
desceniled froIB some Perisian or Angora breed brought 

to $f:l,iue b3- earlS French settler8 f ~ . ~ 1 l 2  ICanada. 
believe that tllie mas surll:ise on :I:[~. Carleton's part, hilt 
i t  seerllcd reasonsblc to rile and if xo,l receive 110 rrlore 
antisfactory explatlation il; reply to 3Ir. Basliett,'s question, 
you are at liberty to use this. 

:IK Rustver to 3'lr.. 	 3.i:askett9s question regarding 8 f .  

MCo~~i--Ciik~"in jrollr iss-tleof Oct. 2C),I.833,I would say that 
this cross-bread of anilnsls hits been Bnomn for tnany years, 
inore particularly in the State of Maine. The error at-
tribnting these inongrels to a cross between our donlestic 
feline, 2nd the raccoon, f"~.oc?/oi~lotor, is as general as i t  is 
r idicnlou~; for i t  stanils to renscrn that animals of differ- 
ent families could not interbreed. The notioll is about its 
ridiculnus as a preva~ent story alxlong the ignorant that 
(cat) owls bear their ~ ~ o ~ l n g  alive. 

The subject of "coon-cats," or sometimes called mule- 
cats, been repeatedly discussed in lnany papers, ancl 
i t  is now ggeerally @onceded that this hybrid is the result 
02 "1.1aliianccr of our clomestic tabby wit,h some Oriental 
i'elinr----probably '.,hedngora. This cross would show the 
long: bushy tail of the Oriental species. But 1Kr. Baskett 
is in error in sirpposing these animals plantigrade, sncl if 

L, 0. K<rJ;-~an. he secures a skuli, which he can easily do, he will find 
TT;o.;l~ington,TI.c.,Sovembe? 9. 
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PUMPWATER. 

1s !~n?erica wF: often obserre t h d  the frtrlllef, in  his 
efforts to economize the steps of the housc:wife, digs his 
domestic well in close -r.icinity of his drains and outliuild- 
ings, but  I have yet to see a t  home so pronounced a ease 
of unsanitary surroundings as I observed in Germany 
a short tinle ago. 

tha,t f,he dentition is pr-onouncedly feline. 
'Viiese c a t , ~  are quite comnzon in p a r t , ~  of New England, 

and mn,y be purchased a t  a -sel-y reasonalile figure, and 
nccordirig to the delnaada and the supply in the cat 
n;ar]iet. persous are able to distinguish between 
geulline ilngorrts sucl these hybrids, and Inany al-e the un- 
suspecting buyers -rho httve paid a high price for a corn-

'~cooa-cnt3'worth notmore thall tiyodollarS. 
Moxr:rs GIBBS. 
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Wants.EXCHANGES. 
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fAN'PFI).----Ttrckermsc's Geneva Lichenurn 
Carpenter on tile Microscope, i ~ i l e y ' s  in- 

! trodnctionto tlie Study of Liclicns. State price ' and oilier particulars. Richard Lees, Bratxipton, 
I 	 ' Ollt. 
,For Sale.-A very fine telescope, Icngt l~ extended, i 
twenty-five inches, closed. seven inches. !lJ-'uw?-er_-

-	 twenty-five times. Good as new. Cost $zj.i,o. / 
~ 


T\liil sell for tile Sest cash oi-L'er. 33. S. BOwdlsh 

" 3 ,  PllelPs. " r. 	 ' 1 ANTED.-Icones hluscorum bjr TV. D. Sulli-

. vant, with or ~vitllout ?ii:?p!c:nent, but both Horsf ord's Acid Phosphate 	 I
I ureterred. Address. srating 1:r:c.c ;t11<1condition 

For Sale or Exchange for Ins: editions of Stttndard i 	 J.of boolcs, Dr. ti. N .  Best, Rosemont, ?i. 
I s  the  most effective and agreeable ~e tah le  hiiatomy or Phys~oiog>-: 

'I"':,\-' Z,,r,1i,~,7 	 Elements of 1. , . Veh- -, ?larsiiall & Hurs:; 
I . ! . . :  .,-,,, :.,, I ' , . . , ; ,  :.& Halfjur; Zoology, 5taraiis-! 

renledy in existence for  :,.. :,,:,: :.. :., .,,.:- . :dvof Insects, Packbird; I;euii3g-! Ifascart Toubertts Lee-~~l 'o\-cll i i~lg '  
1,al Studies allcl blinll~\\.e 'I'eac!~ ~ . e o l u ~ ? , ~ ~ i l l c ~ l e ~ ~ .  ar,d & ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t ; ~ ~ ,  I sons ir: ~ i ~ ~ t ~ ~ < i i t y  yol. I. ~ e -

havc dtlplicates o~ Esperin~ent  tari ion pub- iindigestion, and relieving those dis- i l l c a t i o n s  w l ~ i c l ~  11iiero  excl~ange for any 111i I 

eases arising from a disordered1
iin my fiie. I,. K.Jones, 13urlington, Vt. 

I
I 

'Bar <.:il-I:r.r.:-:c.. 5:;:::s of Aeg.ia1itt.s nivosa, Ereu- !
stomach. ineies ,)..,.;\!, .:!::i ., .b~nnodramns ArJdingi. A. 

/rostratus, Charnara rasciata henshawl, /,..ti,, or foreign ski,, ,it,, frill d.;, Se%'li:~ 

Gardner, Spring- 1". 1 .  Anthony. 
illmatr(iss st., l a n  Diego, Cali- 

1Dr. w, ifornia.. j 
field, Mass . ,  says ,  "I value it as an excel- I 	 I1h a w  a Beck Kerv National monoculrrr microscope, 
lent preventative of indigestion, and iaccessorics, micrototine, mounting ~naterial ana a ,

large ntullber of fine slides. Will excnarlge che 
pleasant drink v-hen prOper-/iv?liile or in part for a first class tp~e-wrltel- 0.IP1loiou q a p h  outfit. A. C. Griiblkc, \i7a!.erloo, Ind. / 
lv diluted with water, and sweetened." I 

I 

-	
1 
i~fferer lsidebloom eggs of Bulirnus oblongus and ! 
!exotic !and and freshwater shells in exchange ior / 

Descriptive pamphlet free on application to jHelices nor in collection. Send lists to G. X. Gude, 
!; iiresl,ach Road, unDer Woilomay. London, Eng- j 

dress l:. W. clawson, vanderbilt university, xasll-
villc, ,Pennessee. 

---	 _ _ 

"VIIS'I1.--Graduate of a polytechriical school, 
C"?kd ~ tud ivd  photographic cllemistry ip G ~ F  
ll1a:ly m d  iilwtri::. Sitl:at?o; :r,?;'lii:$ or Y ana-
a 0 e e : : ;  I - . 31. B. Punnett, 
I<ochester, Y 

C;KADUArFE in medicine, experienced, willA prepare or revise scientific and medical rn?nu- 
scriut tor puolicsttion, read proof, compile bibltog- Beware oE Subsl itntes and Imitations. \Would like to exchange loo speci:nens ofCanadian / taniiies. &c. Will also consult New York librartes 
to; persons ou: of toun  xv~sh~ng :eferences to rare by aPg DruggSs.(ts. 	 outfit. E, J. ivaters, 3: 1 works. Address M. IJ.,104 Cambl~dge Place, i Brooklyn, N. Y. 
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THE BOOKS PRICES, 


FAMOUS ANDVOYAGERS EXPLORERS.-$1.50. 

AIRS. Hor;rolr has ~idded to her Funzous series of boolis 
another and an unusuaiiy interesting volume, "Fainous 
Voyagers ancl Explorers. " I t  is hardly comprel~ensire, 
as it gives the bic2gr:iphies of only a fern ty1;icai ex-
plorers-hlarco Polo, Columbus, hia.gellan, Raleigh: 
and the more proiniuent of our iliodern Arnerica~i e s -  
plorers. Doubtless such names as the Cabots, Sir 
Wu~liphrey Gilbert, De Soto, Cartier, N:ilisen ancl 
cjtliers are reservecl for a seco~~ci volume. hlrs. Bolton 
has a gift for this sort of x-riting, and she has ?:ere 
brought together :L large amount of cleeply interesting 
matter which other~vise coulcl 01114 be obtained by read-
ing through a clozetl or rnorc separate vo i~~mcs .  'l'lie 
book is illustrated with several portraits.--/losto,z li-an$-
cript. 

-. -- -

OURGREAT\VEST.-$2.50. 

THEcontents of the volume appeared seriallj- in 
Ha~per's i7lagazine and Harper's Ti%ekly, in ~vhicli per~odi- 
cals they attracted 1%-ide attelltioil ancl fr~vol-abie com- 
ment. '!?heir importance fully justified their republica- 
tion in a more permanent form. The  book afforcls :I 

more lilinute insight into the present conelition of the 
West than can he founci elsewhere. '\,Vhat it tells is tile 
result of personal experience, fortified by iliforillation 
obtained from the best-inforrlled and lnost reliable rile11 
in the localities undt:r discussion, and set forth ~ i i - h .  
admirable clearnless and ilnpartiality. I t  is a work to 
be read and pondered by those interested in the growth 
of the nation xvest~vard, and is of perman.ent stanclard 
value. -Boston Gazette. 

STATESMEN.-$~.~~.  

INthe preparation of this work Noah Brooks ha:; 
aimed to present a series of character slretclies of the 
eminent persons selected for portraiture. 'Phe object is 
to place before the present ger~eration of .An;ericans 
salient poitlts in the careers of public men at-~ v l ~ o s e  
tainments in statesmanship were the result of their 
onin inclividual exertions and force of character rather 
than of fortunate circumstances. Theyefore these brief 
studies are not biographies. 3311~.Brooks had the goocl 
fortune of personal acquaintance with i~lost of the 
statesmen of the latter part of the period ill~~sti-atecl by 
his pen, and he considers it an advantage to his readers 
that they may thus receive from him some of the im- 
pressions \vhich these conspicuous personages made 
upon the mental vision of those who heard and saw 
them while they were living examples of tlobilily of 
aim and success of achievement ill American states-
manship. 

W. 0. STODDARD, pub-who has just written a book 
lished by the Scribners, on "Men of Business," tells 

llom the late Senator Stanforcl chopped lljs way to thc 
1 , "He hacl grov\;n iall and strong," says Xr .  Stod- 
clard, "and was a capitai hand in a hay-field, behind a 
p l o ~ ~ g h ,or ~vi th  an axe in the timber; but how co~~lcl  
this lielp hiin into his chosen profession? Kevertheless, 
it was a feat of :vood-chopping ~vhicli raised him to the 
bar. When he TVAS eighteen years of age his father 
;:~.rcl~asecia tract c!f woodland; wished to clear it, but 
had not the mealls to cio so. At the same time he was 
:ilixious to give iiis son a lift. He  told Leland, there- 
fore, that he couicl havc a11 he could make from the 
tinrber, if he ~vould leave tlie land clear of trees. 
Lclrind tool: the oft'er, for a new market had latterly 
been created for corcl-wood. He had saved inoney 
enough to hise other clloppers to help him, and IIC 
chopped for the Ian~ aar!rl his future career. Over 2 , 0 0 0  

co~xis of wood were cut and sold to the Mohawk and 
E-Tudson River Raiiio:l;i, and the net profit to the young 
contractor n.as $ 2 , 6 0 0 .  I t  had been earned by severe 
toil, i:l cold and hear, 2nd it stooci for something- lriore 
than dollars.-Tlrookl~l~r. l1i?neCq. 

.----- -.---. .--- -- -

ORTHO\IETRY.-$2.00. 

Ix "Ort!io~netry" Mr. R.I.'. B r e ~ i e r  lias :ittern;)tetl a 
fuller treatment of tllc s r t  of versificatiosl tlian is to l ~ c  
Eoiiud ill the pol~ulnr treatises on that subject. While 
the pref:ice shows a tendency to encourage rersc-mak- 
ing, as ?Innecessary :IS it is undesirable, the ~vork  may 
be regarcleil ns usef'uiin so far as it tencis to ciuitivate an 
ir~telligent taste for good poetry. The  r?iyming diction- 
ary at the end is a new feature, which ~7ill  urldcubteclly 
co~li:~leliditself to tihose ?laving a use for such aids. A 
specially interesting ci1:~pter is that on "Poeiic Trifles," 
it1 G-hich are ii1c11:cled rke v,zrious imitations of foreign 
uei-se in English. Tlze discussion of the sonnet, too, 
though failing to  bring. out f1111y the spiritnal nature of 
this difficult T-crse form, is more accurate than might be 
expected from the follc~vir~g sentence : "'i'lle for111 of 
the sonnet is of Italiriri ori:;in, ancl came into use in the 
fiFteenth [sic] ccfitnry, towards the end of ~vhich its 
coilstruction was perfected, arid its utmost melodious 
s~veetnessattained ill the verse of Petrarch and Dante." 
11.1 Lhe chapter on Alliteration there are several nlisleaci- 
ing statements, such as calling "Piers the Plowman" 
an "Old English" poem. In tile bibliography one is 
surprised not to find Mr. 17. R. Gumtnere '~ admirable 
"Handbooli of Poetics, " not\7 i11 its third edition. 112 

spite of these and other shortcoiilings, which can be 
readily corrected in a later issue, this work inay be 
recolninended as a satisfactory of the 
mechanics of verse. A careful reading will improve 
tlie critical faculties.- The Dial. 

Any of the above books will be sent prepaid on receipt s f  the publislaer's price less ten 
per cent. The same dls~oumtwill be allowed on any new book, not a text-book. 

874 Broadway, New York. 
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