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Primer of Philosophy. By Dr. Paur, Caruvs. Chicago, Open

Court Pub. Co., 12mo., $1.

Tuis book, notwithstanding its title, is the most elab-
orate work on general philosophy that Dr. Carus has vet
published. The philosophical system that he advocates
is in the intellectual sphere what he calls positivistic
monism, and in the moral sphere meliorism. By monism
he means that “soul and body, = * * * arethe too in-
separable sides of our existence; they are two abstracts
from one and the same reality” (p. 23). His monism evi-
dently is the kind that is known as materialistic monism;
for he does not believe in the soul as a distinct entity,
but says that “a human personality is merely a society of
ideas.” The main object of this book, however, is to set
forth the author’s views on the subject of what Kant
called @ priori truths, and to reconcile, if possible, the
views of Kant with those of Mill. Dr. Carus holds with
Kant that “logical, mathematical principles are universal
and necessary;” but on the other hand, he maintains with
Mill that all our knowledge comes from experience. The
question he has to answer, then, is how universal and
necessary truths can be derived from experience, which
consists entirely of particular perceptions; and we cannot
think that Dr. Carus is any more successful in answering
this question than others have been before him. e sees
that universal truths cannot be get out of sensuous ex-
perience, yet he cannot accept Kant’s view that they are
known before experience; and he advances the opfnion
that such truths, or axioms, are “products of rigidly
formal reasoning.” To this the obvious reply is that
there can be no formal reasoning without premises, and
that, if the conclusion is to be valid, one of the premises
must be universal; and furthermore, the principle of reas-
oning itself must be universal if the conclusion is to be
sound. But while we cannot think that Dr. Carus has
solved the problem he has taken in hand, we have been
interested in reading his book and have found much in it
that is suggestive. It shows throughout the moral
earnestness and the desire to be useful that mark all its
author’s works, and will well repay perusal.
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Fissays on Rural Hygiene. By Grorer Vivian Poors, M. D.,
F. K. C. P. London and New York, Longmans, Green,
& Co. 321p, 8 vo.

For thirteen years honorary secretary and subse-
quently vice-chairvman of the Parkes Museum of Hygiene,
Dr. Poore is well qualified as an experienced sanitarian
and his word in hygienic matters carries the weight of
practical experience. Many of the chapters of the above-
named work has been previously published, while others
have been delivered as addresses before the University
College, London, and before various scientific societies.
The book has, however, a perfectly preserved plan and
is in no sense a disjointed collection, nor does the former
publication deduct from the interest, as unfortunately Dr.
Poore’s ideas of sanitation are totally at variance with the
popular acceptance of that term and are not such as
would be given wide publicity. The world has accepted
very quickly the call for improved sanitary methods find-
ing the subject, considered as a principle, one readily
grasped by minds little trained in the sciences, and at the
same time one which appeals very closely indeed to the
comfort and health of the home. Unfortunately, how-
ever, this fervor of sanitation has opened the path for
hundreds of banditti patentees and political highwaymen
who have quickly seen andappreciated their opportunity,
and who, from the ambush of “science” have rushed out
and seized upon the public pocket-book. That the pub-
lic has made so little resistance and has always so smil-
ingly “held up its hands” is perhaps to its credit in a way,
for it thereby exhibits a readiness to co-operate with
science and it can not be expected to distinguish between
the true and the false. But people like to pay well for
public improvements and very probably if offered their
choice between the modest and enonomical means pro-
posed by Dr. Poore, and the criminally expensive processes
urged by ecity boards, would unhesitatingly jprefer the
latter. 'We rather like beiug robbed by gallant knight of
the mountains with bright colored scarfs and ornamental
trappings. We can talk about it afterwards, boast of it
in fact, and the more we have lost the prouder we are.
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A point well developed in these essays is the evil of
concentration of population, and, together with this, the
ever-growing problem of proper water supply and of sew-
age disposal. The question of pure air is discussed, and
also the purifying power of “the living earth.” Citiesnow
committed to the evils of expensive and wasteful water
supply, with all the accompanying difficulties and snares
of sewage and sewage disposal, Dr. Poore very properly
leaves without his discussion; they have gone so far as to
make a turning back well nigh impossible. Where the
end will be he does not even conjecturé. Itisto the rural
and suburban population that he appeals, and most ably,
for a consideration of certain means by which, upon a
thorough scientific hasis, they can secure an efficient sani-
tation for their homes, a pure water supply and an increased
land value, all at a minimum of cost. Nor is this rested
upon theory alone; the practical working in all details has
been developed in the author’s suburban home, and the
same means there used by him are open to all of us who
have that blessing of a small piece of ground, and who are
not condemned to live in a “flat.” C. P

A Laboratory Manual, Containing Directions for a Course of

Ezxperiments in Organic Chemastry. By W. R. OrNDORFF,

A.B,Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Chemistry in Cornell

University. Boston, D. C. Heath & Co. 1893. Inter-

leaved. :

Tae above manual is designed to accompany Remsen’s
“Organic Chemistry,” and is systematically arranged as a
laboratory companion to that book. It contains a course
of experiments, eighty-two in all, graded in careful man-
ner, leading on from the elementary principles of organic
analysis, fractional distillation, the determination of melt-
ing points, etec., to the more advanced synthetical prepara-
tions. The procedure of the various operations is
admirably given in few but comprehensive directions, and
the experiments as described would present no difficulties
to a beginner in the study. While parallel to Remsen’s

SCIENCE.

251

book, it is more explicit, and gives greater detail of
manipulation. The author’s experience as a teacher has
enabled him to select carefully the best conditions of
experiment and to present them clearly to the student.
C. P
~—D. Appleton and Company have published a large
octavo volume containing “Speeches and Addresses of
William McKinley.” They are mostly of a political char-
acter, and, as will be surmised, a large number of them
are in advocacy of the protective tariff. Mr. McKinley is
well known, not only as one of the leading advocates of
the protective system, but also as the author of the exist-
ing tariff, and his prominence in the matter will make this
book useful even to his political opponents. His views
are so generally known, however, that we mneed not ex-
pound them here, and any discussion of them or of the
protective system in these columns would be out of place.
He expresses himself clearly and forcibly, and whoever
wishes to become familiar with the protectionist theory in
its extreme form will find it set forth in these pages.
Many of the speeches in this volume, however, are on sub-
jects of an unpartisan character, such as those commem-
orating the life and work of Grant, Garfield and other
prominent men, together with several delivered on anni-
versary occasions. The author’s enthusiastic patriotism—
sometimes too enthusiastic, as it seems to us—appears in
almost all of them, as well as his straightforwardness and
earnestness. The general reader will be particularly
pleaged with his remarks on the public school system and

. his eulogy of the early New Englanders, and with his

hearty appreciation of the eminent men whom he has
known in public life. His strong partisanship, which
shows itself so often, is not always pleasing to men of
more moderate views; but in a country that is governed
by parties it is necessary to know what the party leaders
are thinking, and in this respect this volume will be use-
ful to all students of American politics.
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