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October 13, 1893.1 SCIENCE. 

studied zoiilogy a little and had learned that the spread- a spread-head and show them what I had before described 

head was said to be non-venomous. Consequently when to them. 

I next met one, and began to cultivate a closer acquaint- It is usually easy to provoke a Heterodo?~,niger, H: 

ance with him, and he seemed after a time to kill himself, platyrhinzbs, or 23: ~~;si~i~us death
into feigning by striking 
1 mas inuch surprised, ancl began to investigate Elis him wit11 small twigs or s good bunch of broom straw, 

mouth,~tosee if he did not have poison fangs after all. or by a little brisk handling. P -wish some one else would 

He, as they all do, had turned himself on his back and mas examine these snakes with reference to this habit and re- 

lying rigid in that position. In  the course of my investi- port his conclusions. 1 think "fainting from fear" is 

gation I turned hin? over, '.right side up," again. B e  was shown to be wrong by the snake's refusing to stay in any 

playing dead so earnestly that he coald not lie in so life- other position t,hail "flat on his back." 

like a position, but  im~nedintely turned himself on his Becently while conversing with a friend about this mat- 

back again. Then, of course, 1knew that a snake which ter, he suggested that perhaps the rattlesnakes mnich are 

was too dead to stay in the position in which I placed him, so often provoked into biting themselves and then seem-

T Y ~ S~ O Oaliue to be very badly hart. I determined to ing to die, were also acting a deceptive part in order to  

vatch him. Accordingly I removed him to a smooth, escape. This seems more probable as one noted esperi-

clear place and then withdrew to a little distance to quiet- menter, Dr. 8. ]3'eir Nitcheli, says that the injection of 

1y witch developments. I n  about fifteen minutes the rattlesnake's venorll into the snake's own circulation does 

snake cautioaaly raised his bead snd two or three inches not appear to callse any special inconvenience to the 

of his body and looked around. If he Sam me he failed snake. 

to recognize me, and in a few seconds had turned hinlsclf I would be glad to get some further infornlation on 

over and was making off. When 1 adranced quickly this subject. J. W. MILPATBICX. 

t'owards him he redoubled his'efforts to escape, but was Fayette,  &lo., Sept. 23, 18.,3. 


easily captured. He  did not, a t  that time, again "play -. . ---..-.
-- - .-

'possum." ELECTRICAL
Often, since then I have nratched them go through this 

COOKINQ. 

pretended suicide. TJsually when becoming active itgain, THEela.borate argilmelzt of R. 8.F., in a recent number 
they behave like the one just described; but occasionally of ~S'cierace,in favor of the economy of cooking by electri- 
when they find themselves overtaken as they are making city will hardly convince the practical man. While wit-
off, they will again at  once foign death. Sometimes nessing the interesting exhibit of electrical heating ap-
while "playing dead," if one is sharply pricked with a paratus at  the Torld 's  Fair I asked the attendant in 
needle or otherwise acutely stimulated, he will promptly charge "What current is required for your flatirons ?" 
resume his interest in. surrounding things and either show "Four amperes and one hundred volts," he replied. 
fight or try to escape. "E:ight cents an hour," I said to myself, "at ordinary 

Occasionally when I have ~ p o k e n  to friends about this lighting prices. That is far more than the household 
matter and they have shown a disposition to regard my coal costs for ail p~urposes." Even a t  half the lighting 
statements as "snake stories," in the popular sense of that rates such heating costs too much for ordina,ry use. 

1I \I El?od, I l l  \ V k s  
j. 
 :.-.c :. t! 

expression, I have been fortunate enough ti, get hold of - 6V.C. S. 
-- p---p..pp.--..--
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Is the most effective a,nd 

in exist;ence for preventing 
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21. D.,3or  Sale.-The remain:; of three incliridaals Czmbridge Place,one rocstomach. y o ~ m g  and rw(> adult, of  Elephas ~ m e r i k a n u s  
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