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themselves some points of beauty, or are of curious shapes; education to those stuclies tilat are generally ncknowleclgde 
may know them only by their cos~nlon or local na:nes, or so essential as a foundation for subseqaent ~ ~ 
may take up the subject in apurely scientifLc spirit, iden- I rs~~bmitthat in this earlJ- fornlative period, teaching and 
tifying a plant during its flowering stage and finally col- encouraging children to capture beautiful butterfiies,
lecting its seeds when mature, labelling the111 with both moths, crickets, or, in fact, any other insects, with tile 
common and scientific names, date of flowering and seed- purpose of lcilling them and then? to pieces, is not 
ing, and laying away to forrlz a part of what in tilno may inspiring a regard for God's creatures them,
grow to be a collection of resl value. sentiment should be instilled into these little people rather 

One great objection that may be raised is undoubtedly thall crushed out of 

the difficulty in correctly idestifgring seeds. There are But I think tliat most agl-ee kllat >:omewJLereiLr tile 

indeed comparatively few botanists who claim to be able gFa?:lnzav.grades the elemesis of history should be 

to identify snore than a small proportion of the plants imparted. Sucil, hoviover, is the g,rssent crowded con-

they may Bnow, by the seed alone. But this fact only em- dition o l  the curricLalum of our grammap schools that bu t  
phasizes the desirability of undertaking just this line of little, very little, time can be found for it. N ~ ~ ,indeed,

work, and but serves to illustrate the well-known fact that xr;.on!d i t  be desirable ';o take much of the pupil's time for 

work of real merit may not infrequently be done by the such ~ ~ ~ o r l i ,  in viell~ of the fact that so many studies of 

amateur who merely seeks recreation. more practical impovta.nce in life are taught, and rightly, 


P. MERRILL.GEOI~GE too, in these graciss. I n  our pnblic gral-nmar schools 
Washington, Sept. 13, 1893-- A 

many boys and girls are kept along from year to year a t  
SCIENCEIN THE SCHOOLS. great sacrifices on the part of parents, and they ~I tould be 

INa recent article, that well-known scientist, Dr. of allowed to devote their time to such studies as they will 
Pennsylvania, stated that "it has long been the dyeanl of most need. I t  wouid, therefore, be n~rtnifestly unfair to 
scientists that the time wolald come when the elenlent# of attempt n o r e  than the most rd imenta ry  science work in 
natural history and of the physical sciences would be those grndes below the high scllool. 
taught in secondary and primary schools." The HEXRP CHAPIN.collcge EDOERTOS 
professor would, indeed, welcome a greater familiarity on Ohio unive's'tyl 
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the part of students entering their depsrtments, with the 
l i i~ METHOD.IKON~MAT~C

elements of the sciences; but  just where this training 
should begin is not so clear. There is an organiznd effort I'Pis ~ t r a n g ~  i t  EeeIllS for some writers to how ~1ifficult 
being in some of our leading educational cities to understand this early, siniple and widespread metllod of 
establish this work in not only the secondary schools, but  recording fjouncls. 
in grammar and primary grades as well. lyhile science Dr. Thomas in S~.ie~ace,$elk. 8, p'esents a siilg~11:ir in- 
should receive a large share of attention in the high stance of this, when commenting 011 my esplan~t ion of the 
schools, and 13resumably in the granlsnar grades, is it not use of the turtl@-sigj~ in the glyph for the I\Iaya ~nonth-  
going just a little too far to force such work into the name Kayab. B e  says : "h compound of aF and l ~ a b  

23rill?ar.y It would certainly appear that, with all cannot be a derivative of k(/."Of course not! Thegrades?
the modern innovations already introduced illto the nature of the ikonomatic theory forbids it ; for this has 
primary rooms, suff?lcient diversion is secured, and cer- reference not at ail to dei i~at ion,  but to other ~ o z d  or 
tainly, for pure '<busy .R~orlr" the ideal seems to have been words mith solely homophonic, and not etyrnologic, i;ffini- 
reached. Then why crowd these little rliinds ~v i th  this ties. 

load, unless i t  isreally superior as a means of TVhen there are SO many examples of ikonoinatie hiero- 
- I _ _ _ _ ~ - - = - - - -- :I__ 

,=Everyreader of "Science '' ~hoilldsub-FOSSIL RESHljS, scribe for the 
This  book i s  t h e  resul t  of an a t t empt  t o  / 

collect t h e  scat tered notices of fossil resins, I I AMEI(IC". Ral(CHITE6:T, 
exclusive of those on  amber. The  work  is of TJXB O Z D E S X  AND BBST 


in te res t  a lso on  account or" descriptions given _ _  -- ~- Archi tec tu ra l  i n  t h e  country. 
-~ publicat ion 
of t h e  insects found embedded i n  these long- In te res t ing  a r t i c les  on archi tecture,  Bani-
preserved exudat ions f r o m  ear ly  vegetation. 1 t a t ion ,  Archso logy ,  Decoration, etc.,  by t h e  
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1. D. C. HODGES, 811 Br~ladaay,W. Y THE AIIERICAN WACN, 
SOFTLY STEALS THE LiGHT OF DAY - ,  By D A N I E L  6.BRINTON, Dl-D. 

whec filtered through windows covorcd with ?:I!; [ 'T?  7 '&The bookis one of unusualinterest and value.qq-, 
i 

2.L L ~ L , , ~  18'33 Csla!Jg ii; I 
Inte9- Ocean. of 13 0 0 lt s on Uuiidii::CRYSTOGRAPHS, '' Dr. Daniel O. Brinton ivritesas the acknowledged B O O K S .  psictino, and D ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ : 

s subst~tute  for  Stained Glass that is inexpensive, - also C;ttaloaue of ~ r a \ :1 authority of the suSjeot."-Philadelphia Press. 
beautiful, and easlly applied. ing Instru~i&ntsand Bin. 1 ' G  ~h~ work ill be of genuine value to all who 
20c. per square foot. Ssmples and catalogue, IOC. 

tsrials, sont freo oil uppli wish to knom the substance of mhat has been fourd oation to WAWIIG out about the indigenous Americans."-Nature. CB[kYBTOGBAPH CO., Wm' ComadQc3a~ ,,A masterly discussion, and an example of the 
316 North ~ r o a aSt., Phllaiaellphinc. INSTRUMENTS. 2.3 Warren S!SSNew Y o r k ~  i eduoation of the pomers of observation." 
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