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PETROGRAPHS AT L.IME PEND D'OREHLLE, 

I D  1HO. 
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A~:on:n~r;.i~rock carvings or iusc;.iptions are quite rnre 
t,hroagllout norti le~n Idtr,ho. The dense fo~es t s  ancl gen- 
eraily inaccessible character of tile c o u n t r ~  t o g e t h c ~mitli 
o, sonsti~ui iicarcit5- of nntnrui foocf proc?:uctsfuraiehed I IU-  
suitable conditions to sustain auy eonside~able nulilbcr o i  
inhabitants, and those that lijade the country their aliot1e 
appear to ha\-e bcelz eit,her too ifiiloleiit to endnre the 
labor required to leave a,ny r e c o ~ d s  on the rocks, ur tlieir 
lives did not furnish any events ivorth noting. in their 
ju$gmea t. 

She records me h d  corisist ixlainly of carvings on trees, 
or of rocks of small clin~ensions, raised to perpendicul~r 

schists are rather thinly bedded, have a dip of about 850, 
and the wear of the lalie in former ages, when its waters 
stood :>t a much higher level: has broken the st,rata apart 
and left nunlerous large slabs stancling in an upright po- 
sition. On the face of one of these tablets of roclr occur 
the cnrl-ings as delineated in the accompanying illustra- 
tion. The>- occupy a space eighteen feet in lengtb, and 
from $TI-o feettto seven feet in height. 

Thero are t>\venty-eight figures evidently representing 
the; f0ot~pri1l.t~of ihe bear, three of the trr~cks with double 
sets of toes, three with hut  four toes, and one with but 
three toes. Three figures which may represent tracks of 
the c o u p r .  One arrow head. Three points within cir- 
cles. One mo~mtain goat. Two sets of circles co~i~posed 
of five :LU(! six resl)ectively, and three large rigi~res of 
nuknown :nei~ning. Besides these Ggures there are evi-
clencc-s of inany light scratches, bu i  the lines are too dill= 

positions, 02the silrn~nits of hi611 bare peaks or,.in are i ~ -
stanrep, in similar situ&tions, of small flat stones arranged 
in certain geometrical designs, as circles, triangles or ci:- 
cles v;ithin circles, or circles and triangles variously intei- 
misecl. The carvings on trees all belong to racent 
years, as very many of then1 are simply L a t h  crosses 
showing the :nfluence of the missionaries. These crosses 

Scale one-txvcilty-fourth tiatt~ralsize 

are quite conlnioo arounci favorite 11~11:tiilg or cftmpil~g to be traced with certainty. Nearly all the figures are 
spots in the mountains, and appear to be made with the 
object in ~ ~ i e w  of warding off ~llalign influences from the 
camping grounds. These crosses are not to be con-
founded with the sign plus, so commonly made by hunters 
and trappers throughout the deep forests, and which 
nerely serve to attract attention to trails, locatioxs of 
traps, etc. 

The raised stones, so conlrnon on high peaks, merely cie- 
note the passing of some inclividual, and may be quite 
recent or date back a long time. Son~etimeswhite men 
raise these roc,lcs. The syn~metrical arrangements of 
rocks appear to be quite ancient. The stones conlpcjsing 
them lie quite flat ancl are completely covered with slriv-. 
g r o ~ ~ ~ i n g  Theaaxicoline lichens 011 all exposed portions. 
import of these figures is i~iil~nowil. 

There is but one locality k n o ~ r n  to rfie in norther11 
Idaho with true rock-carvings. I t  is located opposte tlic 
outlet of the Clark's F'ork of the Colambia into Lake P'end 
d'oreille, about one-quarter mile north from the shore. 
A rocky point of land rises abruptly to a height of 250--
300 feet above the extensive marshes bordering tile river 
at this point. The rock is a highly silicious magnesian 
schist, extremely hard and difficlilt t,o chisel with even 
the most carefully tempered moder~l steel tools. The 

thickly cvergrown with close-clinging rock-lichens, ren- 
dering the whole quite inconspicuous. Close and dili- 
gent search has failed to bring any further inscriptions to 
light in the neighborhood. 

One of the most interesting features in connection wit11 
this petrograph lies in the nianner of its execution. Tile 
lines of the -figures are not mere scratches, but  are cleep, 
wide grooves cut smoothly into Chis excessively hard rock, 
Inany of tho grooves f o r ~ i n g  the representations of the 
bear tracks. Figs. 2 are 3.2 cm. in width and 1.2 ern. in 
depth, while the cutting forming fig. 3 is, in its broad- 
est portion, 5.5 cln. wide and 3.5 cm. deep. The appe:ir- 
ance of -the grooves, the smoothness of the sides ancl froe- 
dom frorrl signs of chipping give csuse for the belief that 
the). were cut into the rock by friction and nct by chisel- 
ing. A. ~ ~ o o d  and constantlypiece of properly shaped 
chargeil with q-ater and s l~arp  sand could be used to cut 
such grooves, while the same manner of too! rotated by a 
bow would cut round holes such as niake u.p fig. 10. 
Will some of the renders of iYC.ier~c.eacquainted with the 
methods of the aborigines in rnliking their rock inscrip- 
tions, inform -us if such tools were in use elsewhere for 
doing this kind of work and the meaning of this petro- 
graph ? 


