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INt~ letter in the issue of flcience for taugust 25, 1893, 
Mr. C. H. Ames raises the question of the existence cf 
sharks in Lake Nicaragua and seems inclined to atlribnte 
to  fiction the accounts of their presence which have $ion1 
time to time been given. The ~ e a d i n g  of ik. Ames's let- 
ter remincied me of a visit to this lake macie by my friend. 
Ns. Charles TV. Richmond, of the U. 8. National &Iuseum, 
and of the nar ra t i~  e he gave me, on his return, of his per- 
sonal experience p i th  the sharks. Mr. liichmond passed 
a year in Nicaragna in making natural history collections, 
and spent considerable time on LRxe Nicaragm, and the 
two rivers, the E'rio and Clan Joan, ~~11ich  connect with i t  
on the south ; his v ~ t  occupied parts of the years 1692 
ant1 1693. He has kindly fumishcd me borrie interesting 
notes on the fresh-water sharks inhabiting Lake Nicara- 
gua and its tributaries, which I venture to present, al- 
though a coutributiou on this subject fro111 the erudite 
l'rofessor Theodore Gill, I\ hich 1unciel.stand has beeil sant 
to *Science,may render the present renarlis supererogatory. 

There seems little ground at this time for doubting the 
existence of sharlrs in this regioil. They are ~nentioned in 
the works of Belt, Squier, and other wrlters on Nicaragua 
and Central America, they are so well known to the in- 
habitants of the country as to occasion little comment ; 
and they have been recorded and described by severai 
ichthyological writers. 

The information gathered by Mr. Richmond and his 
Personal observations tend to indicate that the &arks are 
quite abundant. Two well-inforxed men, whose business 
was the hunting of wadding birds for their plumes, re- 
ported to him that they freqiiently sali sharks, :ind the 
captain of one of the lake steamers, a residellt of that re- 
gion for more than thirty years, spolie of sharks as beiug 
particularly numerous near Glanada, where they remain 
in the vicinity of the steamer when it is moored there. 
ht San Carlos, two Americans, who n-iade frequent fishing 
excursions on the lake, mentioned the c:currel;ce of 
sharks as not unusual. 
&h.Richrnond saw a sllarlr iii ille Kio Trio many miles 

from its mouth. This river flows into the Ball Juan just 

X>elowthe lake ; on some maps it is incorrectly made to 
empty into the l i~ l i c .  The exailiple in question sn am bacl; 
aad forti] near tire b m k  of the riyer, and did uot take 
alarrvl eroa :~fter geveral balls had been fired at  it from a. 
rifle. It v a s  in plain sig11t: and Mr. Richmol~d h:td an 
oxcelleat opportui~ity to estimato its length, which ap- 
peared to be about five feet,. Dnring his voyage down 
the river in a lorn b o ~ t ,  his companion. a Mr. Hausen, 
stop1)cd one ~ ~ l o ~ x i n g  to f i ~ 1 1Prom a snag in midstream. 
The fish hit well 3,9d he had some excelle?li sport. Oace 
he cittelupted t,o haul in a very c?esirahle fsh,  and had got 
i t  puitlp out of the xv:~';er, whelz a shark seized i t  and took 
bc:tll fish and hook. Tlie slinrk ear:le i-c.:.? near to the 
giintlemnn xnd presented its head in unco~liiortably close 
proxiruity to llis foot. 3.h. Nausen had 1:lade a number 
of trips np the IZio Frio an& had seen sharks there before. 

hharlis a]-e found in all parts of the Fan Juan River, 
which chains Lalro Kicurngrla. Tl~i:yaxe pa~ticularly 
abuudnut a t  Casiilio PTiejo, 1%-here the telegraph operator 
of the car!ni co~~jpnng a\\-ay his l e i s u ~ e  hours in wliiles 
catching them. Mr. ;i;,ichmc:uil saw S C \ - I ~ ~ L L ~at  this point, 
cloubLless attracted by the flesh of a rrionkeg's skull which 
he tlirem into the stream. The 9i:~ahuca rapids below 
C'astiilo n::~ke i t  impossible f<;r salt water to reach that 
place, and the allarks seen were p~,esun~abiy the same as 
those infesticg the 1~:ke. 

The shark inllabi~ing tile lake apparently does not 
reach a large size, as wc:nre accustomed to judge sharks 
on our coasts. k'our or .five feet seems to be the average 
lel: gth attained. 

Toe presence of this representative of a typica,llg 
marine order of fishes iu Lake liicaxagua is not the only 
interesting f e a t ~ ~ i e  of the fish fauna of this body of water. 
Jfr. Hichmond refers to alloti~er order of salt-water 
fislies: closely related to the sl~arks, which is represented 
by a large species, the sai7;iish (I'ristis). The plume 
hunters before nlentio~~rsd],:.ported seei~ig individuals 
about t?zree feet in length, auci their oceuzrence was also 
confirrieil l ~ y  Captain hugusline, of the ste:~l:rer ".;P!anagua" 
Syste?nntic investigation of the fauila of this !%kt? will 
doubtiess disclose the existence of other animals, appar- 
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satlcn, Arc: rolog),  Decoration, etc., by the
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SOFTLY STEALS TiriE LlGHT OF DAY 
her f i l t e~edthrough windoma covered with 

CRYSTOGRABHS, 
a substitute f o r  Stained Glass that  IS inexpensive, 

beautiful, and easily applied. -

200, per square foot. Samples and catalogue, 100. 
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JUST PUBLISHED. I -
-- ~Imp.Sro.,Cloth, 430 pp. By Regan ~ a u l .  

Trench, T r u h ~ l e r23 Co.,Londcn. 
Price, 31s.611. (less ciiscocnt.) * 1 

Comparative Philology of the Old andl 
New Worlds in its Relation to! 
Archaic Speech. By I?. P. GREG.. 
E S ~ . , F . S . A . , F . G . S .  

\?it11 an intro~luction on Race and Languagc I---
g i v ~ n g aresume of the opinions of many of thgi 
principal writers on tiiose subjects, accompanieilj 
by copious vocabularies and numerous tables oi 
comparison for sinlilar words and their cognate 
forms as for most of the chief fanlilies of langur!gc:-,I 
both ancient and modern, conienicntly arriingc;i 
for purposes of compai.ison. 

An immense nu mi;;^ uf \voids are  piyen, anr:l 
especially for Turanian (~ncluding ~ ln rGse ,  Acca 
dian ?nd Egyptian), a s  well as for -4frivan an< 
h ~ r i e r ~ c a nones. 

'Yne general results tend to shovr that t2:erc still 
exists in mobt liinguagcs, whether dead or i l r in i  --
certain elenlent of what may be c alitd nil , l r c l : h  
Kesiduum, more o r  less cornnlon to  all. 
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Cataracts #cars or films can be absorbed and 
paraiyzed dcrves restored, avii  hont t h e  knife 
or npk. Discased eyes q~ lids can )?e cured 'u:? 
our home treaznrene. We prove lt.,' Hunl 
drede oonvnnced. Our illlistrated pamphlet 
*Hone Treatment,ror Eyes "free. Don't miss. it: 
IvergMkywwts ic, W EBus," Glens ~al l s ,x.8, 


