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TECHNICAL El) UCtlTION. 

BP ALEXANDER bZEhli, IIUSEUII, PZTERHEID, SCCITi' IND. 

MR. M o ~ s ehas recentlj-, in the iltlanfic. lllonti~ly,advo-
cated, and very ably, the extension of museums ~ n t o  the 
smaller towns. The success of the public libraries is as 
well known on this side as in America, and liere re 
nluseums have been establisl~ed they have also been 
largely taken advantage of. And thus it is only fair that 
some definite purposes should be kept in view i : ~  tncir 
formation and in their arrangement. Such purposes the 
writer llas set down elsewherex, ancl there is little indeed 
to add or object to in the article above mentioned. 

I hope soon to publish a description of a local museum, 
which has long had a quiet and dark existence in Peter- 
head, but  which, with the institution of a reading roolii 
and free library, is now properly housed. The removal 
has been made the occasion of a complete revival and re-
arrangement in new cases. TJJe hope to have i t  openecl in 
a week or two. 

There is no doubt at  all of the educational of~ ~ a l u e  
such institutions. The pity is that so many are ham-
pered by want of funds to carry on the work and to pro-
vide a neat-handed, educated person to look after the col- 
lection. Were i t  possible to build sucll nluseuliis and 
libraries with other educational activities, I fancy the 
solution of tlie problem of providing for education, even 
in renlote districts, would be brought to practicable 
ground and might be gone on wit11 at  once. 

Let me tell those who read S c ~ i n c eone direction which 
education has recently taken in this country, aud some 
thoughts that are suggested foi its continuance and fur- 
therance. 

In  to.wns, the youtll who takes up a work or profession, 
is led at  once, by contnct nit11 his fellolrrs, to atteccl Vni- 
versity or Eveiii~ig Technical classes, wliere he learns 
principles underlying his daily .ilork. Brit in the conntry 
districts, until lately, little attempt has been rnade to in-
struct farmers ancl fishermen. 

And like all similar attempts, even when lnade in tolvns, 
the failure of the work was by many guaranteecl. 'irhose 
who have passccl from school to university, who have cle-
voted themsel~es to some special department of learning, 
furnish often the worst enemies to the scheme. i3ut t l ~ e  
funds came suddenly, and the trial was made. Well, it 
may be granted at  once that an itinerant instructor can 
do very little real teaching, but if he can successfully, 
ever1 night of his course, hold up an attractive picture of 
scientific mark anr1 its results to those in fyout of him, he 
should, if well trained, find that his morlr is not ~lnar:tlf-
ing, that i t  is possible to thus stimulate an interest in the 
questions he handles, and then the free libraries nre 
caller1 upon that the pupil may follow i t  up. 1 call vouch, 
from my own experience in this field, for the interest 
taken in the lectures and for the encouraging enthusiasm 
evinced by those who attend--many travelling six nliles 
for the purpose. The interest shown, of course, is clue, in 
my case, to the country audience being so directly interest- 
ed in my subject-the lparnz Anz~nals. 

think you will see the desirability of having it emanate 
from such institutions of agriculture as are to be found in 
Germany, and as in Guelph, Canada, on your side. 

Xrith the schoolboards, the Science and Art department 
and the Technological Institution in London, and the 
County Councils, not to add universities, free libraries 
and museums, we have institutions enough in Eritnin, but  
their want of con~iection and independence of effort are 
111uch to be deplored. 

I t  would be invidious in a journal like ~%Si.ie??ceto dis-
cuss how that may be done. But for the purpose niilte 
ad~ocated by the writer in the Atlantic J h n t h l y  ilntl of ex- 
tending education into the country, such co-ordination is 
to be recommencled. 

PALENQUE HIEROGLYPHICS 

BY PII. J. J. 1-ALIEh-3INI, 35 I LEKOS ATE., NE\f  TOBIL (:ITl-. 

I HAYE preparecl n memoir, in which an accu~a to  ac- 
count is giren, both of the sculptured centre-picture set 
into the rcar wall of the so-called Temple of the Cyross, 
Pelenque, ant1 of the tes t  contained in tlie 201 squarcs of 
hieroglyphics on the txvo laturtzi tablets. 

Since the discovery of this templo by J. iAo~-ilStepherrs, 
in 1849, this text has been the snltject of n:uch specula- 
tiog. It was thought to tall the niigratory and oo;oaial 
history of the fabled Toltec nation. Tt x71.ras ill~agined to 
be written in Ilierog:.igphics cttpnble of being deciphered 
by the aid of a pro-ferrecl alplir,bet. Neither of thuse 
speculations will stand the test. 

As to the structure itself, i t  stancls on a sniall tumulus, 
ancl nias clevotect to tlic nlerilory of a defunct p ies t ,  whose 
nanle does not appem. But  his poltrait seems to be rep- 
resented iu the large sacrificial scene. He  is ofi'ering the 
idol of (:hclc. to the sacred Q~cetznl ,illis bircl !seingpevcl~ect 
on the top, of tlie l k c e  qf L7ye (yak-die), the latter standing 
on a pedestal in the ,silapo ol  a gi:otesque hulrialz skull. 

The purport of the left-hand tablet, as n ~ a y  be i n f e ~ ~ e d  
fro111 certain peculiar features and their arrnnge~:ient, is 
that of a brief abstract of the records of the Pal.erryue 
Temple. The othci. lateral tablet appears to cont,ain a 
sort of biography of the dead priest. 

TJTith the exception of only t ~ v o  .;y:nbols of $he t\ven'ry 
ikxaya d a ~ ~ 8 ,  tl?e renzailling exhibit the same features :is 
are linov~~nfj-om Lnncla's worlc and the extant codices, 
only that they sho777 then~seives in inost elabort~tc f(ir:i~. 

No sy~i.i!)ol for t!:o lnonth nlakes its appearaiic;a on tl~oqe 
tablets. Afr. Poerstemann's theory of reading double- 
colnn~ns is untenable; cousecluently, also, that of his day- 
syrl~bolsnll.ieil to month-sy~~lbols. The one is contr:tdio- 
tetl by tile conspicuous sepnration of the columns thelu-
sejres and b,y loany other rea,sons. The other is refuted 
by 1iter:bry statenlents. Eallda's pictures of ~~ioilth-sylll- 
bo!s nre noi the tr:tditional onos, but fanciful m~.ggostions. 

r 1dhere is no trace or, the ttlblotx of the Mesica>ii Toil-
alnmatl reckoning, but, ratiler, of tllnt of tllc til~cient TLI-
Inn (Palenque) vigesinlnl spstel11. 

A pilonetic base underlies -the tes t  neii!reu :is a vqhole 
nor in part. Tho I?iei.oglxpilics are of pure irleograin~tliztii: 
nature. &Toreover, the?. eye will n ~ i t  meet any object pro-

But still there is here, as with the museuins, the x~allt ,rni?e. The srpares shorn only objects sacred, I~e!ongi~!gto 

of co-ordination. Not only is such instruction 3 evy n ~ t ~ c i l  the cult, the temple, or snch as i ~ e r e  bronght to it 1~it11 

needed in the cotultry, and tLe cleslrability of the schooi- 
masters taking the great share of it, bu t  a nun~ber  of 
good central institutioils in the larger towns where sltch 
a complex subject as a~r icu l tu re  could be taught by com- 
petent teachers in all the departments and with which tlle 
schoolmasters and itinorant instructors would ]lave direct 
connection. 

Should such an extci~sionbe adolstecl in America, 1 
transactions of nuchan F ~ ~ l c lC l u b  fol 1893, etc 

the 1)urpose of sacrificial offerings. Their identificaticiu 
offers no diEouities. Allnost all of then1 -,\-ere describe!% 
nilri discussod by Lnada. 

At the suggestion of the lamented Professor BairJ3 
Smj t l~~onianinstitution, this ~nenloir was bogtuz in 1873. 
I t s  sahstance mas ready foi- print in 1877, when 1niac1e 
an agreement with Dr. Rnu, that he should first publish 
tho clesoriptjon of the Palenq-ue tablet, No. IH., which 
stands preserved in the National Museum, ancl I then fol- 


