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fourths of a n  inch. On this account the pieces to be preserved 
must not be too large. 

The best formula for Miiller's fluid known to me  is :-
Bichromate of potassium . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 per cent 

"Sulphate of sodium.. ..... . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 	 ' *  " Water . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . ..... 96 " 

In  practice it  is convenient and sufficiently exact to dissolve two 
gra~mmesof each salt i n  1,000 cubic centimetres of water. 

It will be, I am sure, a pleasure to many naturalists in America 
to learn of an opportunity of rendering a service to  Professor 
Kolliker, to whom we all owe so much, and whose continued 
activity is perhaps the most rernarlrable instancepf prolonged and 
fully sustained mental power in the whole llistory of biological 
science. We must all feel conficlent that any material placecl a t  
his disposal will be tile means of securing important adclitions to  
linowledge. CHARLES 311x0~.SEDGTVICH 


Harvard Medical School, Boston, Mass. 


BOOK-REVIEWS. 
The Meuning and the Method of L l f e  :A Seurclz for Religion in  

Biology. By GEORGE hl. OOULI). New Yorlc, Q. P. Putnam's 
Sons. $1.75. 

THISbook is a result of the unscttled and transitional state of 
religious opinion. Feeling cleeply the want of some religion, hut 
dissatisfied with the religions of the past, Dr. Qould llas sought 
in  the phenomena revealed by Elis tavorlte science of biologj the 
basis of a new and a nelx, religion. ~i~ views are 
what singular, IIe holds that matter is eternal and indelleatlent 
of God, who 1s the author of life and iniad only, using matter as 
the material of the living bodies that he forms, but having other- 
wise no control over it. IIence God is a limited and conditioned 
being, and, though very wise and perfectly good, IS very far from 
omnipotent. This theory is somewhat like one that had some 
prevalence in  ancient times, which also legarded matter as eter- 
nal and the Creator as merely the workman who fashioned i t ;  xet 
the doctrine of this book limits Ilim still more, since it confines 

Him strictly to the world of life. escl~rding I l i i ~ xentiiely from 
the vast l j  larger field of inorganic matter. 111this way Dr. 
Gok~ld thinks that hr accounts for the existence of evil, which is 
due to the lin~ited pon7er of the Creator, nhos t~  goodnrss is thus 
savetl a t  the expense of his omnipotence. Erery living thing is 
an incarnation of Divinity, and man espec~allyso. Man's duty 
consists in pro~noting the growth ant1 fulness of lite ereryrchere, 
and especially the spiritual~zation of human life. Qn the ques- 
tion of immortality, Dr. Gould expresses no decided opinion, 
holding that God has not seen fit to reveal his design with regard 
to man's future, and bel~eving that informatioc concerning i t  
would he of no use lo us here if we bad i t .  

Snch is Dr. Gould's religion; but, thougll i t  nuay find sotne 
favor a r n o ~ g  other biologists, me doubt if it w i n s  acceptance aay- 
where, for religions and philosophies that deny the Divine om- 
nipotence have neler  prored congenial to the human mind, and 
never will. His theory of the universe and its Author is evidently 
due to a too exclusive study of one science to the neglpct of other 
and wider views, a mode of investigation peculiarly dangerous 
in  theology. Rut whatever may be thought of 11% positive doc- 
trines, all t lue souls will iymphathize wit11 the sentiment ex- 
pressed in his introductory clla.pter, that . ' the brareit, noblest 
attitude 1s that  of unsatisfied longing, and the i;eTcl stilled taitll 
that light mill come into all of our rlaikness, and that Ihe iiddle 
of our lives will be solved." 

Bdt?.uge ZZLYXe?~?ztnissder Buues  uncl Lebens de? fleelzten. 11. Die 
S T ~ ~ ~ O P ~ ~ ~ .DR. ARTHES MINKS. \':~EX, 1893. 

DR. BIrxss of Stettin. P~ussia ,  is. or should I>e, known to all 
who are interested in  the Lichens, and the controverag with xe- 
gard to then], as one of the strongest aclvocates of their autonorny, 
on grounds peculiarly his own. In  various l~ublications he has 
announced the result of arduous and long-contiaued investiga- 
tions, which are at least worthy of sc~rious cons id era ti or^. They 
cannot be ignored, as is the fashion nrnong thoee who adopt the 
ideas of the new scllool. 
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