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other hand, that body of scientific thinkers who repudiate all 
forms of theological truth will probably fail to have much sympa- 
thy with the conclusions reached in these pages. No one, how- 
ever, who has a thoughtful mind can fail to find much of interest 
and significance in this trenchent discussion of the interpretation 
of nature by Professor Shaler. 

Pmat ion  of the Union, 1750-1822. By ALBERT BUSANELL HART. 
New York, Longmans, Green & Co. $1.23. 

THIS is the second volume in the series of Epochs of American 
History, and is by the editor of the series. It is written in an 
excellent narrative style, clear and bright, and much more care- 
f~rlly finished than the style of most.of our younger historians. I t  
is not well adapted for beginners, since it can hardly be under- 
stood and appreciated without some previous knowledge of the 
period it covers. For those who possess such knowledge, how- 
ever, even in outline, this hook will be both entertaining and 
useful. It is devoted, as the author in his preface remarks, to 
"the s t u d  of causes rather than of events, the development of 
the American nation out of scattered and inharmonious colonies." 
Though it embraces the period of the Revolution and the War of 
1812, it contains very little military history, the author holding 
that. though military movements are of great i~terest  to pro- 
fessional soldiers, "the layman needs to know rather what were 
the means, the character, and the spirit of the two combatants in 
each case, and why one succeeded where the other was defeated." 
The causes of the Revolution are set forth with great clearness in 
a brief space; the true character of the struggle is pointed out; 
and the reasons for the success of the Americans are made ap- 
parent. Then follows a lucid exposition of the difficulties and 
diskresses which showed the necessity of a stronger national gov- 
ernment, and of the successful efforts of the wisest leaders in 
framing and establishing such a government. Professor Hart, 
however, saw clearly that, though the Union was now formed, it 
was not yet securely founded; and so he follows its fortunes 

through the trying periods of Washington's, Adam's, and Jeffer- 
son's administrations, and even for many gears after. The result 
is a philosophical view, comprehensive and clear, though neces- 
sarily brief, of the formation of the Federal Union and of its early 
etruggles for recognition abroad and security at  home. The 
growth of the national territory from the peace of 1783 to the last 
acquisition from Mexico in 1853 is shown in a map, and several 
other maps illustrate other aspects of the period under review. 
We commend Professor Hart's book to students of American his- 
tory as an excellent review of an important period. 

Proof of Evolution. By NEZSON C. PARSHALL. Chicago, Charles 
H. Kerr & Co. 

THIS little book is one of a series of popular lectures given he- 
fore the Brooklyn Ethical Association. As a popular lecture it. 
was bright, interesting, and instructive. though somewhat flip- 
pant and inclined to sacrifice logic for effect. One cannot but: 
regret that the author ever committed it to print. I t  tries to 
cover the whole ground of evolution, astrononlical, geological, 
and biological, and all in thecourse of 00 brief pages. One can- 
not but have a feeling of dissatisfaction upon reading the book. 
The subjects are of necessity too briefly treated to be intelligible, 
and show too frequently a failure of appreciation of the results 
of recent science. Perhaps the book may have one purpose that 
the author desires, of making it8 readers hungry' for more, but 
i t  certainly cannot give one any adequate idea of the subjects 
outlined. 

AMONG THE PUBLISHERS. 

THE Open Court Company of Cbicago have published a hook 
by Dr. Paul Carus, entitled "Truth in Fiction." I t  consists of 
twelre short stories of various types, and all designed to impress 
some moral or philosophical lesson, and particularly to illustrate 
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and enforce the specisl doctrines of the author. Some of them take the reprint without delay. Professor Wm. H. Dall, Paleon-
are directed against philosophical agnosticism, a doctrine for tologist to the U. S. Geological Survey, has consented to super-
which we hare  as little respect as Dr. Carus has; another shon~s vise the reprinting, with the collaboralion of Mr. Gilbert D. 
the folly of the antagonism between laborers and their emplogers ; Harris, and to supply an introduction. If subscriptions can he 
while still another, which we cannot regard as very successful, obtained for 150 copies, a t  $3.50 each, including postage, the 
illustrates the author's disapproval of utilitarian ethics. The work will he undertaken, although that amount will not repay 
best of them all are those in which some distinctly moral lesson the expense of the publication. Subscriptions may be addressed 
is drawn, especially ' .The Chief's Daughter," which tells how a to the Wagner Free Institute of Science, Philadell~hia,Pa. 
certain tribe of savages were led to abandon the custom of human 
eacrifices, while at  the same time it shows the moral superior~ty -Charles L. Webster & Co. hare  publisher1 a new work by 
of the spirit of man over the hlind forces of nature. We do not Henry George, in which he criticises Herbert Spencer's utter-

agree with all of Dr. Carus's views, but we are alwajs pleafied ances on the land question. I t  is entitled "A Perplexed Philoso-
with the moral earnestness and the desire to be useful which pher," and assails Mr. Spencer for having changed his views 
characterize all his works. without adequate reason. In  his work on Social Statics, which 

he wrote in early manhood, Mr. Spencer maintained essentially 
-Students of American geology and paleontology are well the same theory about property in  land that Mr. George holds 

aware of the inlportance of the Memoirs of T. A. Conrad on the now; but in his later writings he has repudiated that theory, 
Tertiary Fossils of the United States. These memoirs are prac- and now advocates the system of individual property in  land as 
tically out of the market, very few copies exist even in private in  everything else. Mr. George is able to show that some of his 
libraries; while few of the fossils figured in them are figured opponent's reasons for his changc of view are not conclusive; 
elsewhere. Mr. Gilbert D. Harris, a t  the Smithsonian Inetitu- but he goes much further and charges him with intellectual dis-
tion, is projecting a reprint of the Eocene or earlier volume. and it  honesty and with the desire to curry favor with the British aris-
has been thought that the more later Miocene tocracy. We don't believe, however, that Mr. George's c h a r g ~ s- extensire and 
tnonograph might appropriately be issued by the Wagner Free ail1 find acceptance except with the fanatical advocates of his 
Institute of Science, Philadelphia, provided a sufficient number own doctrines; for Mr. Spencer's change of view admits of a 
of subscriptions shall be received to measurably cover the ex- much more reasonable explanation. He has been fornlany years 
pense. I t  is proposed to reprint the text of the "Medial Ter- the staunchest upholder of individualism in all its forms anrl a 
tiary" (about 100 pages) verbatim; to reproduce the original violent opponent of socialism and of all efforts to extend the in-
plates by a process of photo-engraving, and to insert a brief in- fluence of the State; and i t  is obvious that the advocate of such 
troductory chapter and a table showing the present state of the doctrinefi could not long continue to favor the communal owner-
nomenclature of the species contained in the work; the whole ship of land. Mr. George's criticisms are  incisive, and, as we 
forming a volume in octavo of about 150 pages with 49 plates. have remarked, some of them are well taken; but we doubt if 
I t  is obvious that all libraries of reference and students of geology his book will change any man's views on the question i n  contro-
and paleontology w ~ l lfind the work indispensable; and it is hoped versy, or help in the l e a ~ tto make his own doctrines more accept-
that the response will be such as to render it  practicable to under- able. 
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THE 

American Bell Telephone 
CO M PAN 

91 MILK ST., BOSTOI, BASS. 
This C o m ~ y  owns the Letters -Patent 

Ipo. 186*?87, mted to *IeXander Graham 
Bell, January 30th. 1877, the scope of which 
has been defined by the Supreme Court of 
the United States i n  the following terms: 

"The patent itself is  for the mechanical 
structure of an electric telephone t o  be used 
to produce the electrical action on which the 
first patent rests. The third claim. is for the 
use i n  such instruments of a diaphragm, 
made of a plate of iron or steel or other ma- 
terial capable of inductive action ; the fifth, 
of a permanent magnet constructed as de 
scribed with a coil upon the end or ends 

the plate; the of a 
box as described; the seventh, of a speaking 
or  hearing tube as described for conveying 
the sounds; and the eighth, of a permanent 
magnet and plate combined. The claim is  
not for these several things in  and of them- 
selves, but for a n  electric telephone in the 
construction of which these things or any of 
them are used." 

This Company also owns Letters-Patent 
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TEE IODERN HALADY ; 04 S0f- 
ferers from ' N e m '  

A n  introdoction to public consideration, 
from a non-medical point of view, of a eon- 
dition of ill-health which is increasingly 
prevalent in  al l  ranks of society. In the 
first part of this work the author dwells on 
the errom i n  o m  mode of treating Ne-s- 
thenia, consequent on the wide ignorance of 
the subject which still prevails; i n  the sec- 
ond pM, attsntion is to the principal 
causes of the malady. The allegory forming 
the Introduction to Part I. gives a brief his- 
tory of nervous exhaustion and the modes of 
treatment which have a t  various times been 
thought suitable to this modlt painful and try- 
ing disease. 

By CYRIL BENNETT. 
la0, 184 pp., $1.50. 

I* D* C* HODfiRSs 874 B m a d w a ~ ,  I* 1. 
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