
SCIENCE. 

While awaiting the discovery of new evidence tending toestah- 

lisli a glacial man in America, I hare unclertaken to analyze the 
old trsti~llony as embodied in the writings of investigators of the 
American questions, and short papers corering part of this ground 
will soon appear. I had not anticipntecl this present diversion, 
however, as I had thought of Mr. Haynes only as a corlrenier~t 
verifier of that large class of unfortunate "paleoliths" whose 
pedigree happens to be shaky. My work was intended to hear 
only upon that of real invest)igators, such as Abhott and Cresaon 
and BIetz, who have for years songlit earnestly. i f  not til\~-a,vs ef-
fectively, for the evidence that is tomake symmetric t l ~ e  culture 
development o f  two hemispheres. Those writers who untlertake 
to use, and defend the evidence collected by, these sti~dents, will 
do well to remember that they shine by b~rrotved light, and shoulcl 
for much-vaunted modesty's sake, if not for science salre, lreep 
well within reach of its limited ray. 

If my "rash" assertions, hitherto made, respecting the nat- 
ure of the testimony relied upon to establi~ll a glacial, paleo- 
lithic man in America, lead finally to a just estimate of the real 
evidence and to the establishment of a firm basis for future opera- 
tions in this great field. I shall feel amply repaid, notwithstand- 
ing the storms of sharp words and the streamlets of doggerel the 
publication of these views seems destined to call forth. 

W. H. HOLNES. 
Washington. D.C. 

T h e  Neanderthal Skull .  

scending multitudes of these bubbles, pretty uniform in size, say, 
8 or 9 inclles in diameter, apparently ; none less than s ix;  no snlall 
ones being observed. 

The two observers state that they carefully fixed their atten- 
tion on particula,r bubbles, in order to  compare notes, and saw 
then1 seem to rest on the bough d a tree, or the top board of the 
fence, and then gently roll off and disappear or go out of sight. 
The sun was sinking and dropped below tlie opposite hills as they 
reachecl tlie foot of tlle long descent and entered the rillage, and 
the appearance canle to an end. But up  to this time the air 
seemed to he filled with these transparent floating spheres. The 
position of the observers with regard to  the light seems to h a r e  
made some difference as to seeing vell this or that large aggre- 
gation or st? arm that one or the other pointed out. The bubbles 
were highly colored. iridescent. gave the same sort of reflections 
as soap-bubbles, and apparently vanished individually in much 
the same way. A11 these points I have ascertained by repeated 
conversations. 

Captain Hetherington (Lieuteant Colonel by merit) is widely 
known for his extensive apiaries. the largest i n  tbe country, and 
is a n  exceptionally good observer. Mr. Sternberg also is a 
gentleman of intelligence ancl careful observant character. 

The only theory 1have beet1 able to form to account for such a 
pl~enornenon is, that if a certain kind of dust floated off in the  
air, each particle conlposedot' some sort of saponeceousenvelope, 
enclosing a highly expansible centre or corr3, like anlmonia,- 
partic,les of this character expanded by the warm ai,r. and at tlie 
same time moirtened, might, under ver j  nice condilions, produce reference to Professor Kaynes.s in Science, ~ ~ b .  

24, p. 107, t'liat, not; having seen t'lre report of Professor Virchow's such effect. 

he could not judge far Dr. Brinton been I will add, apropos of snow-rollers, that &Ir Sternberg s t a t ~ s  

by llis authorities,m I beg permission to furnish that, years ago, he once saw, in Schoharie County,.rvliat lie cslletl 

alld other readers of the opportunity of hy qL1ot-
ilIg virChoWIS precise words about the place and surroundings of 
the Neanderthal skull. They are as folloi~s: -
"Fiir die Beurtheilung dieser Gebeine ist es v o i ~  Wichtigkeit 

zu erwal~nen dass dieselben aus keiner Hohle hersiammen: aucli 
hat man sie nicht an ilirer Lagerstgtte aufgefunden, llielllancl hat 
sie ausgegraben, sie sind in Bezilg auf die geologischen Verhalt- 
nisse, unter denen sie sic11 befanden, nicllt Gegenstand der 
Beobachtung gewesen. Sie murden gefunden in einer Schlucht, 
die zunschst eines Bergabhanges sich gebildet hat te ;  durch diese 
Schlucht waren Wasser herabgekomn~en und hatten allerlei 
herausgespult ; wo die einzeloen Stiiclie triiber gelegen halten, 
wusste nieniand. Darunter befanden sich auch das Bruchsttick 
des Schadels." 

Professor Elaynes refers to  the fintlrr, "Dr. Fahlrott" (evi-
dently meaning Fullrotk~). This persorl'~ statements are ser~ously 
questionetl by Professor Virchow, apparently from information 
derived froru Mrs. Fullroth, who imparted it in unsuspecting 
innocence of the grave decisions involved; as the Professor 
gleef-i;lly narrates. V~rchom's earlier report \rill be found in the 
Verhand. der Berliner Anthrop. Gesell. for 1872. 

D. G. BKIKTON. 
Philadelphia, 3larch 1. 

Aerial Bubbles. 

T H E  account of '(sno~v-rollers" in Sour recent ifsue recalls an 
atmospheric phenon~enon which was beheld here by two witnesses 
of unimpeachatlle character several years ago, of \\-hiell no ac- 
count has ever been pablished. 'l'oaards sunset, late in April, 
1886, on a warm, thawing da,y, the snow rapidly disappearing, 
two nlen, Capt. John E. Hetherington and Mr. Marcus Sternberg, 
as they rode down the long hill towards this village from the 
east, saw what appeared to be innumerable spherical bodies float- 
ing in the air like soap-bubbles. Both men saw and wondered at 
the appearance for some moments before either spoke. Capt. H. 
then said, "I wonder whether I am dreaming?" The other 
rubbed his eyes and echoed the seatin~ent. "'Well," said the 
captain, " I  wonder if jou see what I see; what do you see?" 
They questioned each other, and both agreed as to their impres- 
sions. An orchard lay along the lower and northwesterly side of 
the road, and all in arnoiig the apple-trees were thick, gently.de- 

'<auger  borings" of snotl-; wliich he described as spiral rolls, 
about two inches in cliameter, and broken into frag~nents of vari- 
ous sizes, like the borings t'urnrd,out by an anger. 

IIENRYU. SJ~INNERTON,PI].D, 
The Parsonage, Cherry Valley, N.Y. 

Hardy T o w h e e  Buntings. 

H ~ v I s anoticed the eflect of the recen.t severe weather on the 
crows near Washington, \vhich Dr. Riclgway gives an account of 
in Science of Feb. 10, I was greatly surprised to find the towhee 
bunting (P.er.ythroptlzaln~zis)evidently winter~ng here. During 
the s e c o ~ ~ d  week in January last, I obser\.ed two individuals and 
heard the r~otes of others. As the towhee seen-is to get most of 
its food upon tile ground, ~ t s  presence during deep ~ a o w sand 
severe cold rather surprised me. Theauthors of the U. S.  Nationa' 
BIuseum Bulletin, No 26 (Avi Fauna Columb~anai, sa? of t h t ~  
to\\-hee : "Chiefly a spring ancl autumn migrant. A few hrercl 
with us, but none remain during the winter." I t  usuallj ~ n a l r r ~  
its appearance here in the tirst ~ v e a t l ~ e rw a ~ r n  in ilJaich, and I 
have found it  to breed q u ~ t e  abundantly in snitahle locallt~e.. 
Duling the sanie cold snap I pickecl up n u m b e ~ s  of dead gold- 
finches, juncos, and native sparrows, eviclently victiuls of tht-
weather. The turkey vultuies (C.aura) albo suffer from the col~f 
and are sorneti~nes found unable to fly, their plumage being coated 
with snow and ice. In order to prevent tlie extermiuation of the  
bob-wl~i t~during the past winter, a Virginla ~poitsnlan's clnb 
furnished quantities of wheat-screenings to ally perFons who 
mould place tlle sanle in localities fiequented by the birds 

ALBERT B. E~IRNHAII, 
Bennings, D.C. 

T h e  Speech of Children. 

THEpaper in Sccelzce of Marc11 3, bavlng the abo\ e t ~ t l e ,  by Mr- 
A. Sterenqon, ha5 n ~ u c h  ~nterested me. I n  the fifth palagraph, 
on page 120, the author says: "The child apparently regarded 
himself only as object and not a t  all as subject." This conclusion 
is reached by tlie child's use of the thiid person JII  speaking of 
l~irnself. It seems to me inconceivable that a conscious being 
should regard himself other than as subject. The peculiarity of 
e x p ~essiou - a common enough one in cbildren -1 believe t o  
exist, fi~.t, because the c h ~ l d  hears himself constantlr i e fe~red  tc 


