
SCIE 

SCIENCE: 

Skates and Canada..  . . . .., . . . . . . .$R.50a year. 

Great Britain and Europe.. . ... . . . . . . . ... . 4.50 a year. 

S v n s c ~ r ~ ~ ~ o n s . - T T n i t e d  

To any contributor. on request in advance. one hundred copies of the  issue 
contair~ing his article will be sent without chaage. Nose copies mill be snp3-
plied a t  about cost, also if ordered in advance. Reprints are  llot supplied, as  

$01. obvious reasor~s we desire t o  circulate as  many copies o 3 c i e ) ~ c e  a s  pos- 
sible. Authors are, however, a t  perfect liberty to  have their articles reprinted 
elsewhere. For illustrations, drawings in black and white suitable tor photo- 
engraviug should be supplied by the contributor. Rejected manuscriptswill be  

returned to the nritliors only when the  requisite amourit ot postage accom-
panies the  manuscript. WIlittever is intended for insertion must be authenti- 

cated b ~ -  the name and address of the  writer; not necessarily fir pnblicat,iou, 
but a s  a guaranty of good faith. We do not hold ourselves responsible for 

any ~ i e w  or opinions expresseil in the oomrnunications of our correspondents. 
Attention is called to the  "Wants"  column. I t  is invaiiiahle t o  those who 

use it in soliciting information or seeking new pssitions. The name and 
address of a.p~plicants should be given in full. so that  a.nslrers will yo direct t o  
thpm. The "Exchange " column js likewise ogen. 

For Advertising Rates apply to  HENRYF. TAYLOR,13 Astor Place, New 

l'ork. 

ANCIENT X E X I C A N  HERAL DRY. 

THERE can  be n o  more skrilrinq instance of sepalsate evo- 
lutions on  tire same plane of thought  i n  different grades of 
culture than  the independent development of a system of 
heralclr~v, o r  " a r m o r y "  as  i t  should be rightly called, In 
the western hrmisphere by the abor~gines  of ancient Mexlco 
long  anterior to the epoch of  the  S p a n ~ s h  Conquest in 1521. 
I1 was based, like the  heraldic systems of Europe, on per- 
sonal dis t~nct ion i n  battle, which seems to have beeu origi- 
nally tlie sole source of ennoblement among a l l  people, and  
possessed t h e  same intent  to blazon forth personal exploits 
and  record i r idiv~dual  achievements. 

I t  m l y  seem a strange anomaly to refer to the " coat atv- 
rnour" of painted warriors not overburdened with clothinc, 
aclorned with labrets, nose-crescents of gold and  othel- bar- 
b a r ~ cornaments, whose personal prowess in warfare was ex- 
erted to capture their enemies alive i n  order that  they might 
be offerecl as  livingsacrifices to  the gods of tlie v ~ c t o r  in the  
combat. Yet we have the authori ty  of Logan, the historian 
of the "Scottisll Gael," for the  statement that  so late as 1644 
the  Highlanders under  M ~ n t ~ o s e  fought  divested of niost of 
their clothing a t  the  battle of Tippermalr. I t  is equally true 
tha t  the war-shields and  gala-shields of the  ancielit l l ex icaz  
warriors were "chargecl," i n  m a n y  instances, wit11 "ani-
mate designs" and  varlous emblems r ~ o r d i n g  the gal lant  
deeds of arms, of the individuals who bore them, and  the 
distiiictions and '' augnlentationr " granted them in rccog- 
nition thereof by t h e i ~  so-called " enlperor " or chief-priestly 
ruler.  I n  others, agairi. they carried phonetic synibols 
rudely expressing the name anci r3uk  of the  owner, like the 
"cant ing arms " or  armes parlanies which formed the 
larger proportion of the ear ly coats in  European heralciry 
with as great  an effect as the  spear in the u~uc l l  discussed coat 
of Xhalrrspeare, the parlloclred heart  of the Lockharts, the 
fouls emblazonecl hands  of the Quaterniaines. the  thi-ep rocks 
of Cockaigne, and  the  whelk shells of Shelley. il similar 
canting-shield was carried b y  the leader of the Tlaxcallan 
f o ~ c c awhich accompanied (Yortcs on his  way to Tctzcoco. I t  
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is depicted in  a native cl~ronicle  as  exhibiting a ~ n o ~ ~ s t r o u s  
face with eyes borne on tile palms of severed hands and  
belongs evidently to the same category. The name of this 
Tlaxcallan Maxixcatl, is expressed i n  the  same pictorial 
yecord by  the hieroglyph of a n  eye on the  palm of  a hand,  
and  the synlbol for water which yields i n  the Aztec o r  
Nahuat l  language the elements ma. ir,a f l from nzaitl, h a n d ;  
i.ctli, eye;  and  nf7, water. I t  is obvious tha t  the  elements 
llauix a r e  conveyecl by  the eyes o n  the palms of the severed 
hands on tlie shielcl to which we refer. 

14uch that  is both interesting and  suggestive o n  this sub- 
Sect will be found in the remarkable men-~oir " On Ancient 
Xesican Shields," f rom which this example is taken, con- 
tributed by I l rs .  Zelia Nuttall ,  special ass~stat l t  in  Xes ican  
archzology of the  Peabody M~xseum of Crtmbriclge, Xaisit-
chusetts, to  a recent issue of the  " Intcr i~at ionales  Xrchiv 
fr~u.Ethoographie," Vol. V., P a r t  I., 1892. I t  gives full  
details with colored illustrations of the l l~ raa ld~c  devices on 
war-shields and  ga la  shields borne in rehgious clanceg a s  
figured i n  various native MSS. a n d  Codices, desc i~bed  in 
the Spanish inventories, o r  clppictec! on  ancient Mexican 
shields still preserr-ecl in the museums of Xexico City, 
Vienna, Stuttgart,  London, and a t  Castle h m b r a s  i n  the 
Tyrol. The supplemental accounts derived froni uative 
sources a n d  old Spanish chronicles of the systeni of rewards 
granted by the chief ruler  to  successful Mexican braves i n  
savage warfare a re  of special interest a n d  value. 

This system was, to say the  least, peculiar. The neophyte 
went forth to  battle clad in white raiment, vr~itlia. blank 
shield. On capturing a n  enemy alive he was granted the  
privilege of paintitig his body yellow, his face red and his  
teniples yellow, and  the 'ight to wear a coloretl uniforni and  
a shield to match 111s war-paint. The Nexican war-shield 
was round, like the Highland Targe 

' ' Whose  hrazei l  s tudds  and t o u g h  b u l l  h i d e  
H a d  d e a t h  s o  o f t e n  dashed  as ide ,"  

and described by  bards more ancient t h a n  Sir  Wal tc r  Scott 
a s  painted red, spotted, varied, o r  chequered. I n  Oltl 
Mexico the capture of two foes was rewarded with a more 
elaborate costume, a gold yaczcinztz or  nose-crescent and  a 
shield decorated wit11 feather pellets. The ivarrior who 
toolr three prisoners alive received n wooden shield with a 
border of blue, the royal color, o r  one displaying parti-col- 
ored stripes with a fringe attached to it. Fu-lher  captures 
Tve1-e rewarded with ornaments of gold, o r  precious stones, 
and  the images of these quartered o n  the shields " iii :lug- 
mentation" record the nose-crescents and  labrets won and 
worn by  those who had performed s u c l ~  signal deecls of 
valor.' One shielcl bears four ,  a n d  another  ten of these de- 
signs which present some resemblance to the  thirty-seven 
crescent shaped ornaments of beaten gold adorning the rnag- 
n~f iccn tfeather heaclclrees of the time of Nontezunla described 
by Mrs. Nuttal l  in  the first ~ i u m b e r  of the first volurne of 
"The  Pezbody Museum Papers." They recall, also, the 
buckles cousldered by  recerlt authorities o n  European 
heraldry as  a military badge, one of which is actually borne 
on the  shield of the Pelhams, Earls  of Ghichester, to  con]- 
memorate the ancestral share in  the capture of K i n g  J o h n  
of France  a t  Poictiers. I n  the saine manner  a negro's head 
is quartered on the family shield of a ' ' highly well-born " 
German family as  a record that  a n  a~ lces tor  took prisoner a 
black princess dur ing  onr  of the crusade.;. 

1 It would be interesting to  h o w  if the additionit1 labcets and nosi:. 

crescents were quartered on the shield ~ ~ C ~ L U S R 
of the personal iricoltvenience 

of waari~rg lliortr tlia,u ono of lhcso distirhutu~ns. 



