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acquired characters by them are also discussed in detail with ref­
erence to recent observations. 

— We learn from Nature that Mr. R. H. Scott has contributed 
an article entitled " Notes on the Climate of the British Isles,' ; to 
Longman's Magazine. The author gives some amusing instances 
of the distortion of facts at seaside stations, where the observers 
are anxious to prove the advantages of their own towns over 
those of their rivals. Taking the whole year round, the warmest 
spot is the Scilly Isles, which are a degree warmer than either 
the west of Cornwall or the Channel Islands; while the coldest 
region on the coast is the extreme north-east of Aberdeenshire. 
In winter very little difference of temperature is met with all 
along the east coast; but the coldest part of England lies round 
the Wash. Wi th regard to the variability of temperature, or the 
difference of the mean temperature of an entire day, the equability 
of the temperature of these islands is very great. The only lo­
cality for which a more uniform temperature has yet been pub­
lished is Georgetown, Demerara; the figure for this place is 1.1°, 
while for London is 2.7°. All the great changes of temperature 
occur in winter, and accompany sudden thaws. As regards 
bright sunshine, the Channel Islands are by far the most favored. 
On the mean of the whole year Jersey secures 39 per cent; but 
from the Bristol Channel to the coast of Norfolk there is but little 
difference in the amounts recorded. In cities like London the 
deficiency is due to smoke. The statistics relating to fog are not 

yet completely discussed, but so far as they go they show that in 
winter the foggiest district is the east coast of England. Next 
come London and Oxford, which are about equal. W i t h regard 
to rainfall the east coast stations receive on an average of the 
whole year about half as much as those on the west coast, the 
amount being about 25 inches on the east coast, 30 to 40 inches 
between Sussex and Devonshire, and fifty inches to the south of 
Cornwall. In the west of Ireland the amount rises to 70 or 80 
inches, owing to high land near the coast. The driest hour 
almost everywhere is noon. 

— No document can give a better account of an Indian's acts or 
mode of thinking than a document composed by himself and put 
down correctly in his own words and language. In describing 
Indian feats of war, council debates, or stories, the author of the 
white race feels perfectly dwarfed wThen he compares his account 
to the phraseology of the Indian, who, with a few powerful strokes 
of the tongue, tells us much more accurately and forcibly what 
he intends to convey to our minds about his people. The numer­
ous myths, stories, and historic recitals published in James A. 
Dorsey's new volume (%< The Dhegiha Language," 18 and 794 pp., 
Washington, 1890, quarto) will fully bear out this statement. The 
author has made accessible to us the Omaha and Ponka language, 
not only by publishing the Indian texts as dictated to him by the 
natives and adding to them a readable English translation, but 
he has also subjoined an interlinear translation for each Indian 
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word, as it occurs in the sentence. This enables tts to study that on i~isforical facts and truly Indian sociological conditions, and, as  
dialed with comparative ease, and owns to us the innermost slit:b. itre just z.s raloable to us a8 many facts recorded by oBcial 
soul-life, the very fabric of Indian thought, by t.he disclosure of h~storiogrilphers of the white race. What we need for their under- 
the grammatic elements. To tbese'Indians, the categories of nuln- st.~n?ing ia a profound and not a desultory study of these and other 
ber and tense are not very makrial, and that of sex is never I~ld ia?~ piezes of oral literature. Students to whom the volume has 
marked as such; but it is quite important to t.hem whether the not hecn sent should apply for it to the member of their congres- 
.object spoken of or the acting subject is risible or invisible, close sional r:onstituency. 
by, further off, or at a gwat distance. It matters little to these 
Indians of what special appearance the subject or object is, but --The follooia~: are from the table of contents of the July 
they hare to express with accutacy, whether it was standing or number of The C~:mtatwQn: Overland by the Southern Pacific, 
sitting, reclining or stretohed out. acting'on purpoJe or without by Fannie C. W. Barbour; Hay Fever aa an Idiosyncmsy, by J. M. 
.purpose, and whether those acting were acting singly, in a small Coopfr, M.D. ; In tho Snake River Ta l l e~ ,  Part IT.. by Jobn R. 
.body, or in a crowd. Whether a story-teller is relating a fact Swam; Historic Quebec, by Edith Sessions Tuplwr; Summer Vaca- 
from his own knowledge or from hearsay, bas to be distinctly stions and Physical Culture, by J. M. Buckles; The Bc&rinnin~=: 
stated in every one of his sentences, and from tlw term here used and Endings of Centaries, by Count Charles de Mouy: Some 
i t  also Iwon~es apparent whether l ~ e  bas beard the statement front American Chemists, by Marc t~  Benjamin ; The Great Esporil i:m 
~ n e  persort or from several authoritiee. Although 0orse.v'~ con- at Chicago, by Noble Canby; Wl~p American Children are Ner- 
tributors have related to him.many @ibal events wbich v e  cvoulri vous, by Mrs. L. E Chittenden; ~ l ~ r r i i g e  in Nanking, hy Harriet 
a l l  traditional history, we feel in reading them that tl~ey are b a d  Liun Beebe. 
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QUERY. IT0 THE READERS OF SCIENCE. 
Can any reader of Sciegzce cite PUBLISHER'S ANNOUNCEMENT. 

a case of lightning stroke in 
which the dissipation of a small 
conductor (one-sixteenth of an 
inch in diameter, say,) has failed 
to protect between two horizon- 
tal planes passing througli its 
upper and lower ends respective- 

l y ?  Plenty of cases have been 
found which show that, when the 
conductor is dissipated the build- 
ing is not injured to the extent 
explained (for many of these see 
volumes of Philosophical Trans- 
actions a t  the time when light- 
ning was attracting the attention 
of the Royal Society), but not 
an exception is yet known, al- 
though this query has been pub-
lished far and wide among elec- 
tricians. 

First inserted June 19. No response 
date. 
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OUR PLAITS. 
T l T E I N  t he  paat six months the  use of Science by 

scientific -men aud women as  a medium for prompt 
publica.iion and weekly discussion, has  increased 
very materially, so that  the  pages a re  uow well 
flll0d each week with original matter. An the num- 
ber of those promising contributions is increasing 
&ithe rate of three c r  four each day, it canuot be 
long before Science at  its present size will be too 
small tor Ihe amount of matter offered. We have 
under consideration therefore an enlargement of 
the  paper by oue-half, but must first learn the tem- 
per  cf our oonstituency a s  to an advance in price to 
$6.00, which was the subscription price from the 
start  for four years, u p  to June 30,1887. Further,  to 
carry out the proposed enlargement, w e  shall  need 
five hundred additional subscribers. If you arenot  
already a subscriber, a r e  you willing to aid in mak- 
ing Science more worthy of American scientific mork 
by becoming one? 

I t  goes without saying, that the demand for scien- 
tiflc literature is limited, when compared with that 
for literature which is more to the public taste, so 
that the receipts of most of the Scientific Journals, 
in this country, do not pay quite ior their printing 
and paper, to say nothing of the other items of ex- 
pense. We say this merely t,o emphasize the fact, 
that generous and prompt support must be ac-
corded th is  ir.ove if i t  is t o  succeed. 
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