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the present century the Catholic Church held to the notion that
the earth does not move, and shows that certain Protestant sects
displayed much less wisdom by clinging to the antiquated delusion
even longer. ‘‘Rapid Transit” is the subject of the sixth of Car-
roll D. Wright'’s Lessons from the Census. It contains much in-
formation concerning operating expenses, relative economy of
motive powers, growth of mileage, etc. An interesting study of
<t Involuntary Movements,” by Professor Joseph Jastrow, will
appear. Experiments have been made in the psychological lab-
oratory of the University of Wisconsin which show the reality
and pature of the motions on which *“muscle-reading ” depends.
Professor Jastrow’s article is illustrated with tracings of such
movements, and with a figure of the simple apparatus employed
in taking them. ¢ The Great Earthquake of Port Royal,” which
took place in 1692, will be described by Colonel A. B. Ellis. This
account corrects certain erroneous notions of the occurrence that
have long prevailed, and shows that the arrangement of the pres-
ent town invites a repetition of the catastrophe. The article is
illustrated. The last of the articles on musical instruments in
the series on the Development of American Industries will be pub-
lished in the April number. It is by Daniel Spillane, and traces
the evolution of the manufacture of ¢‘Orchestral Musical Instru-
ments” in America. The article is fully illustrated.

— Charles Scribner’s Sons will publish at once Edward Whym-
per’s long-expected book, ¢ Travels Amongst the Great Andes of
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the Equator,” which was announced last fall, but which they were
unable to issue at that time. ‘They have in press a new ‘¢ Hand-
book of Great Archaeology ” (profusely illustrated), dealing with
vases, bronzes, gems, painting, sculpture, and architecture, by A.
S. Murray, keeper of Greek and Roman antiquities, British Mu-
seum. After a long delay Baedeker’s ¢ Upper Egypt ” has at last
been published in English, and is imported by Charles Scribner’s
Sons. It will be welcomed by all interested in that subject,
whether travellers or students.

— Houghton, Mifflin, & Co. have published a book by the the-
osophist, Mr. A P. Sinnett, on ¢ The Rationale of Mesmerism.”
Mr. Sinnett is the author of ¢ Esoteric Buddhism” and other
works on theosophy, and in the present volume he professes to
account for the phenomena of mesmerism, or hypnotism, on the
principles of so-called occultism. He begins by rebuking the
physicians and other scientific men for their refusal until very
lately to study the phenomena in question or even to admit their
existence; and it mast be admitted that the rebuke is well de-
served. The theories he advances to explain the phenomena are,
however, of a very unscientific character. He asserts the exis-
tence of a magnetic fluid and also of a third principle in the na-
ture of man, intermediate between the soul and the body, which
he calls the ‘ astral” principle; and it is by these imaginary
agencies that he attempts to account for mesmerism, He tells us
that there is an astral body, which ¢ is quite visible when detached
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from the physical body to those who are gifted in any high degree
with clairvoyant vision,” and that ¢ the astral plane affords direct
communion between the consciousness of the operator and the
subject when the two are brought into true magnetic harmony.”’
This explanation, as our readers will see. is no explanation at all;
yet it is not a whit worse than the theory of ‘* multiple personal-
ity ”’ which is advocated by many French and German hypuotists.
In our opinion the phenomena in question are far too intricate to
be accounted for by any principles now known to us, and we be-
lieve that much more investigation and far deeper thinking are
necessary before the true explanation can be given.

— The Cassell Publishing Company announce the ¢ Record. of
Scientific Progress for the year 1891,” exhibiting the most impor-
tant discoveries and improvements in all the branches of engineer-
ing, architecture and building, mining and metallurgy, the me-
chanic arts, industrial technology, and the useful arts, photogra-
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phy, chemistry, medicine and surgery, printing, the generation,
measurement, transmission, and applicaticn of electricity, the
telegraph and telephone, meteorology and aeronauty, astronomy,
etc. The editor is Professor Robert Grimshasw.

— M. Camille Flamnarion, the author of ¢¢ Uranie,” is too well
known to need more than the announcement of a new volume
from his pen to attract readers. His new story, ¢ Lumen.” an-
nounced by the Cassell Publishing Company, is very much in the
manner of *‘ Uranie,” a scientific romance. * It is a delightful
thing in these prosaic days.” says a well-known critic, ‘* to get
away from the novels of realism and strike out into something of
an entirely different order that lifts one into the clouds — the pun
is unintentional — and takes him away from the earth. It is just
this that M. Flammarion does and it is a rest to the weary brain
to read his graceful stories.” Mrs. Serrano, who translated
¢“Uranie,” has translated this volume.
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