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cessfully in capturing the insects; that the simplest form, a flat a light pink form with a slight greenishness on the external wall 
piece of sheet-iron, was most satisfactory; that one application of the corolla. Each of these forms is particularly visited by one 
resulted in adding thirty-four per cent to the crop of hay on a plat of three varieties of Thornisus. The variety which visits the 
experimented on, and at  one experiment leaf-hoppers were cap- greenish form has a green hue, and keeps on the greener part of 
tured at  the rate of 376,000 per acre. Kerosene emulsion for plant the corolla; that which lives in the white form is white, with a 
lice was used once with poor success, but later an application of a faint blue cross on the abdomen. and some blue a t  the end of the 
good emulsion by thorough methods resulted in coGplete success. legs; the variety which lives in the pink form is pink itself on 
Grasshoppers are mentioned as troublesome this season, and re- the prominent parts of the abdomen and legs. If the animal hap- 
ports of Rocky Mountain grasshoppers are referred to. No present pens to live on Dahlia versicolor the pink turns to red, and if i t  
damage to Iowa is apprehended fro111 this latter species, and lives in a yellow flower -Antirrhinurn majzcs, for instance -it 
methods of controlling the common native species, when numer- becomes yellow. At first Professor Heckel supposed the three 
ous, are discussed. The flavescent clover weevil is found abundant varieties of Thornisus to be permanent, but he discovered acci- 
a t  Ames. Its distribution is referred to and its method of work dentally that any one of these peculiarly colored spiders, when 
described. Information regarding its occurrence in other parts of transferred to a differently colored flower, assumes the hue of the 
the State is requested. The wheat-bulb worm has occurred in latter in the course of a few days; and when the pink, white, green, 
moderate numbers, but abundant parasites have been found to and yellow varieties are confined together in a box, they all be- 
attack it a t  Ames, and its serious multiplication is not considered come nearly white. 
probable. -During the nesting season the male ostrich seems to be any- 
-M. E. Heckel of Marseilles has recently described an interest- thing but an agreeable creature. In a paper lately read before the 

ing case of mimicry which may be frequently seen in the south of Royal Society of Tasmania (Ncrture, Sept. lo), Mr. James Andrew 
France. The mimic, Nature states, is a spider, Tho~~zisua says that a t  that period the bird is most pugnacious, and may only onacstacs, 
which is often found in the flowers of ConvoEvzclus arve?zsis, where be approached in safety with great precaution. He resents the 
it  hides itself for the purpose of snaring two Diptera, ATomioides intrusion of any visitors on his domain, and proves a most for- 
mi?~utisszrnus and ikfelithreptus origani, on which it feeds. Con- midable opponent. His mode of attack is by a series of kicks. 
volvulus is abundant, and three principal color variations are met The leg is thrown forwards and outwards, until the foot, armed 
with: there is a white form, a pfnlc one with deep pink spots, and with a most formidable nail, is high in the air;  it is then brought 
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down with terrific force, serious enough to the unhappy human 
being or animal struck with the flat of the foot, but much worse 
if the victim be caught and ripped by the toe. Instances are 
known of men being killed outright by a single kick, and Mr. An- 
drew remembers, whilst on a visit in the neighborhood, that on a 
farm near Graaff Reinet a horse's back was broken by one such 
blow aimed a t  its rider. If attacked, a man should never seek 
safety in flight; a few yards and the bird is within striking dis- 
tance, and the worst consequences may result. The alternative is 
to  lie Bat on the ground, and submit with as  much resignation as 
possible to the inevitable and severe pummelling which it may be 
expected mill be repeated a t  intervals until a means of escape pre- 
sents itself, or the bird affords ah opportunity of being caught by 
the neck, which, if tightly held and kept down, prevents much 
further mischief. Under such circumstances, however, Mr. An- 
drew has known a bird, with a badly-calculated kick, strike the 
back of its own head, scattering the brains - " a serious loss of 
valuable property to the farmer." 

-Messrs. Tiffany & Co. have on exhibition a gold medal, 
weighing 4,296 grains, that was struck by order of the Prussian 
government as a recognition of the services rendered to science by 
Alexander von Humboldt. The medal is two anc! a half inches in 
diameter. On one side is the head of Alexander son Humboldt, 
with the name above, and the date, 1847, below, in Latin letters. 
This is interesting because the die has been so given the appear- 
ance of undercutting that the reverse of the head can be seen on 
the polished surface of the medal. On the reverse side are the 
signs of the Zodiac arranged around the edge, and in the centre 
is a figure of Science, with the right hand unveiling a Goddess of 
Plenty. From the oLher hand is a line and plummet, sounding 
the depths of the sea, in which are dolphins and ot,her forms of 
marine life. On the border, in minute letters, are the names of 
the designer, the renowned fresco painter, P. von Cornelius, and 
the artist who cut the die, K. Fischer. This is the original medal 
given to Humboldt. The only duplicate was given to the king a t  
the time it was made. 
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a t  im ortance for the student of phonetics." 
" i d e m  % nguage ~ o t e s .  

*,* The above work may be obtained, by 
order, through any bookseller, or post-free 
on receipt of price, from 

N. D. C. HODGES, 
47 Lafayette PIace, New York. 

Odd and Rare Books. 
ACK NUMBERS and complete setsof leading Mag- B azines. , Rates low. AM. W G .  EXCHANGE. 

Schoharle N V 

AMERICAN HERO-MYTHS. 
A Study in the Native Religions of the 

Western continent. 
By D. Q. BUINTON, M.D. So. 81.75. 

THE CRADLE OF THE SEMITES. 
By D. G. BRINTON, M.D., an MOURIS JASTROW, JR. 

Ph.D. So. 30 cents. 

N. D, C. HODGES, 47  Lafayette PI., New York. 

DO YOU INTEND TO BUILD? 
If you intend to  build i t  will be a mistake not to  send for "SENSIBLE LOW-COST 

HOUSES 9, now arranied in three volumes. In  them you will Bnd perspective mews, 
Boor plans: descriptions, and estimates of cost for 105 tasteful new desi ns for 
hquses. They also @ye prices for complete Working Plans, ~et8'ils,  and ~peci%cations, 
which enable you to  bulld without delays, mistakes or quarrels with your build- 
er, and which any one can understand. Vol. I. contains 35 copyrighted desi s of 
houses, costln between $500 and $1W. Vol. 11. contains 55 copyri hted designs 8% to 
$3000. Vol. 1fi. contains 35 copyrighted designs, $3000 to $9000. %rice, by rnaii, $1.00 
each, or $3.00 for the set 

"COLONIAL  HOUSE^ 9, a volume showing Perspectives and Floor Plans of 
houses arranged in the inimitabl; style of the Colonial Architecture, and having all modern 
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MATURAL SCIENCE, collect t h e  scat tered notices of fossil rekins, 
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L . f e r e r ~  from ' Neryes,' 
With thlrtg-two Illustrations and a Map. 1 A n  introduction t o  public consideration,

from a non-medical point of view, of a con-
12O. $1.50. dition of ill-health which i s  increasingly

"The story Is a plquant, good-humored entertaln- 
ing narrative of a canoe voyage A neatkr, prettler prevalent in ranks of societ'. the 
book is seldom seen "-L~tei ary World first p a r t  of th i s  work  the  author dwells on 

"This is a sprightly narratlvo of personal inti- I t h e  errors  i n  our mode of t rea t ing  Neuras- 
dent The book will be a pleasant reminder to 

of experiences on a frontier which t h e n 4  consequent on  t h e  wide irnornnce of 
rapidly receding "-Bosfon Tra?cscr~pt t h e  subject which s t i l l  prevails :  i n  t h e  see-

('The picture of our desolate,North-western tern- ond part ,  at tention i s  d r a w n  t o  the  principal
tory twenty-five years ago, In contrast wlth ~ t s  CaureS of t h e  malady.  The allegory forming civliized aspect to day and the pleasant features of t h e  I n t r o d u c t ~ o n  t o  P a r t  I. glves a brief his-the wrlter's style, conit~tute the clanns of his little 
book to present attention '"Tile Dzal 	 tory nerVoUP and the modes Of 

t reatment which have  a t  various t imes been 
thought suitable t o  t h i s  most painful  a n d  t r y -  RZADP S O O X  i n g  disease. 

THE L A B R A D O R  	 BY BENNETT=COAST.^ 
A Journal of t w o  Summer Cruises t o  t h a t  

12", 184 pp., $1.50. 


region;  w i t h  notes on its ear ly  discovery, 
 READY SOON.o n  t h e  Eskimo, on i t s  physical geography, 
geology a n d  na tura l  history, together wi th  THE RADIOMETER,a bibliography of charts, works  a n d  art icles 
relating t o  t h e  c iv i l  and  na tura l  history of B y  DANIEL S. TROY. 
t h e  Labrador Peninsula. This  wi l l  contain a discussion of the  reasons 
By ALPHEUS SPRING PACKARD, M.D,, Ph,D, for  the i r  act ion and  of t h e  phenomena pre-

8O, about 400 pp., $3.50. sented in Crookes' tubes. 
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SUMPTION. By QODFREP W. HAXBLETON,Y.D. 

1%".40c. 

"The inestimable importance of the suh~eot, the 


eminence of the author. and the novelty of his work 
all combine to render the little treatise worthy oi  
special consideration. . . . We heartily commend 
Dr. Eambleton's booklet. and wigh there were more 
such works "--Editorial. Bo%tonl~azltiAdwe7 teser. 

"The monograph is Intelestiug in style scholarly 
and well worthy 01 careful con9ideratiin.' It is de- 
void of technical expressions and cau be easily react 
and digested."-~i~arnta~eu2zcalEra. 
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addrew up& a text furni~hed by as sentence from 
a gonag ladles' magazine ;namely, Browning and ) 

Ibsen are the only really dramatic authors of their 

century.' "-New lrork Stin. 
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'<To be commended to thoae who are not special- 
ists,"-C?~rirtiun Uniom. 

LiPhvsicisn? will enjoy their reading and find in 
then,and Szwgicnl h u c h  iood for thought."-St. Jovnzal. ~Auia' jbfedica8 

L i  Jlr. Cox reviews the history of his subject with 
knowledge and skill."-Open Cozrrt. 

" I t  IS of extreme interest."-Medical Age.
"Worthy ot a careful perusal.';-Iizdiana lliedicn

Jottrnal. 

"An interesting and popular account of the ten- 


dencies of uiodern Ui010giCal thought."-Popnlar 
Science News. 

"rill interested in biological questions will Und 
the book fasoinating:~-~~<~rnza<:eutiea~ W. 
"The author displays a very comprehensive grasp 

of his subject."-Picblic Opinio?&.
"Deserves the attention of students of naturab 

science.'ilrritic. 
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?&hs:ittle
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" A  book which will find many readers. The 

chapter on 'Tornado Insurance ' is of interest to 
$~ ,"~~~er tphO1dersIu the tOrnadOStates~"-BostOn 

$ *  *The Tornado' Is a popular treatise on an impor- 
tant province of meteorology, In which science, the 
author, Professor Hazen of the Gnited States Signal 
Service, may be regarded as an expert." -Pkzlc~del- 
p h ~ aLedger.
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, too mldely known to require comment.>'-Pwblic 
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"A useful work for psychologists-as well as  the 
general reader-by setting forth in brief and easily 
intelligible form the present state of knowledge in ' regard to the time regutred for the perfolmsnce of 
mental acts."-The Crrtzc. 
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