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I care not what the end may be. I do care that the in-
quiry shall be conducted by us, and that we shall be free
from the disgrace of jogging along accustomed roads, leaving
to outsiders the work, the ridicule, and the gratification of
unfolding a new region to unwilling eyes.

It may be held that such investigations are not physical
and do not concern us. We cannot tell without trying. In
that I trust my instinct: I believe there is something in this
region which does concern us as physicists. It may concern
other sciences too. It must, one would suppose, some day
concern biology; but with that I have nothing to do. Biol-
ogists have their region, we have ours, and there is no need
for us to hang back from an investigation because they do.
Our own science of physics, or natural philosophy in its
widest sense, is the king of sciences, and it is for us to lead,
not to follow.

And I say, have faith in the intelligibility of the universe.

Intelligibility has been the great creed in the strength of
which all intellectual advance has been attempted, and all
scientific progress made.

At first things always look mysterious A comet, light-
ning, the aurora, the rainbow-—all strange, anomalous,
mysterious apparitions. But scrutinized in the dry light of
science, their relationship with other better-known things be-
comes apparent. They cease to be anomalous; and though
a certain mystery necessarily remains, it is no more a prop-
erty peculiar to them, it is shared by the commonest objects
of daily life.

The operations of a chemist, again, if conducted in a hap-
hazard manner, would be an indescribable medley of effer-
vesences, precipitations, changes in color and in substance;
but, guided by a thread of theory running through them the
processes fall into a series, they all become fairly intelligible,
and any explosion or catastrophe that may occur is capable
of explanation too.

Now I say that the doctrine of ultimate intelligibility
should be pressed into other departments also. At present
we hang back from whole regions of inquiry, and say they
are not for us. A few we are beginning to grapple with.
The nature of disease is yielding to scrutiny with fruitful re-
sult; the mental aberrations and abnormalities of hypunotism,
duplex personality, and allied phenomena, are now at last
being taken under the wing of science after long ridicule and
contempt.

life and conduct, are beginning, or perhaps are barely yet
beginning, to show a vulnerable front over which the forces
of science may pour.

Facts so strange that they have been called miraculous are
now no longer regarded as entirely incredible. All occur-
rences seem reasonable when contemplated from the right
point of view, and some are believed in which in their es-
sence are still quite marvellous. Apply warmth for a given
period to a sparrow’s egg, and what result could be more in-
credible or magical if now discovered for the first time. The
possibilities of the universe are as infinite as is its physical
extent. Why should we grope with our eyes always down-
ward, and deny the possibility of -everything out of our ac-
customed beat.

If there is a puzzle about free-will, let it be attacked: puz-
zles mean a state of half-knowledge. By the time we can

- grasp something more approximating to the totality of things
the paradoxity of paradoxes drops away and becomes unrec-
ognizable. I seem to myself to catch glimpses of clews to
many of these old questions, and I urge that we should trust
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consciousness, which has led us thus far; should shrink from
no problem when the time seems ripe for an attack upon
it, and should not hesitate to press investigation, and ascer-
tain the laws of even the most recondite problems of life and
mind.

‘What we know is as nothing to that which remains to be
known. This is sometimes said as a truism; sometimes it is
half doubted. To me it seems the most literal truth, and that
if we narrow our view to already half-conquered territory
only, we shall be false to the men who won our freedom, and
treasonable to the highest claims of science.

I must now return to the work of this section, from which
I have apparently wandered rather far afield, further than is
customary — perhaps further than is desirable. But I hold
that occasionally a wide outlook is wholesome, and that
without such occasional survey, the rigid attention to detail
and minute scrutiny of every little fact, which are so entirely
admirable and are so rightly here fostered, are apt to become
unhealthily dull and monotonous. Our life-work is con-
cerned with the rigid framework of facts, the skeleton or
outline map of the universe: and, though it is well for us
occasionally to remember that the texture and color and
beauty which we habitually ignore are not therefore in the
slightest degree non-existent, yet it is safest speedily to re-
turn to our base and coutinue the slow and laborious march
with which we are familiar and which experience has justi-
fied. It is because I imagine that such systematic advance
is now beginning to be possible in a fresh and unexpected
direction that I have attempted to direct your attention to a
subject which, if my prognostications are correct, may turn
out to be one of special and peculiar interest to humanity.
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izenship of Crime,” by Mrs. Kate Tannatt Woods.
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which he belongs. The paper gives a sketch of the actual char-
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acter of a Russian village, which touches the rest of the world
only when the few Jewish traders come to it to take provisions in
exchange for their wares. Each is the serf of all, and escape to
the city, for reasons which are explained in the paper, offers no
relief. At a time when the great empire is driving Jews from
their homes, it will be of general interest to learn something of its
own industrial and political unit (‘‘ Publication of the American
Academy of Political and Social Science, No. 34.” Station B,
Philadelphia. 50 cents).

— The American Academy of Political and Social Science, with
headquarters at Philadelphia, has issued in a little over a year
over thirty papers in its regular publications, each dealing with
some important topic in its field of investigation. Most of these
have been of an historical or theoretical character. The last one
which has appeared, however, is entirely practical in character,
and will be of value to all who have occasion to use the statistical
publications of any department of the United States government.
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The federal census, statistics of commerce, statistics of production,
statistics of education, finance statistics, railroad statistics, and
statistics of labor are discussed briefly in turn, and the work of the
different bureaus which issue statistical publications of any de-
scription is in so far described. The author is William F. Wil-
loughby of the Department of Labor (‘‘ Publications of the Ameri-
can Academy of Political and Social Science, No. 85.” Station B,
Philadelphia. 50 cents).

— According to the Japanese Gazette, printed in Yokohama,
¢ during the month of June there were 5,575 persons who took
books from the Tokyo Free Library, nearly all of them in the
Japanese and Chinese languages. Among the 36,687 volumes
drawn, 7,482 were books of history, biography, and geography,
6,753 of law and politics, 6,600 of literature and language, 5,877
of natural philosophy and medicine, 4,174 of engineering, the arts,
and industries, 2,087 of philosophy and education, and the rest
were of a miscellaneous kind.”
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