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Seribner’s Magazine is the result of extended observation, especially
in the West and South-west, where Mr. Spears made a journey at
the time of the Oklahoma boomer excitement. It is illustrated
from photographs made by the auther of some very unique frontier
dwellings. - There has been a great deal of discussion during late
years in regard to shortening college courses, and higher univer-
sity work. Professor Josiah Royce of Harvard, in'an article in
the same number on ‘‘Present Ideals of American University
Life,” makes a plea for the raising rather than lowering of the
university standard, and sets forth the past and present college
methods, showing the lines on swhich he thinks the great American
aniversity of the future should work. In the same issue of the
magazine Mr. James Ricalton, writing of the wonderful old ruins
of monuments and shrines at Anuradbapura, the City of the Sacred
Bo-Tree in Ceylon, says: * From the days of the mound builders
down to the Eiffel tower, man has shown himself to be a monu-
ment-erecting being; the Christians have their. cathedrals, the
Mohammedans have their mosques, and the Buddhists have their
shrine-tombs, designated differently in different countries as
pagoda, tope, and dagoba. The pagodas of China are entirely
dissimilar to those of Burmah, and the dagobas of Ceylon are quite
unlike those in either country; yet all serve the one purpose of
relic-sepulture. They are not altogether a thing of the past; they
are still erected near the temples; but those of modern construc-
tion are small and unimportant when compared with those that
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-have withstood biennial monsoons for two thousand. years; even

their half-buried ruins are stupendous.”

— It will be remembered that the edition of ‘¢ Catalogue of
Minerals and Synonyms,” by Thomas Egleston, Ph.D., which
was originally published by the government, was soon exhausted,
and that a new edition was promised by John Wiley & Sons, New
York, some months since if sufficient subscriptions should be re-
ceived to justify the expense. This new edition is now received.
This catalogue was commenced in 1867 for use in arranging the
collections of the School of Mines of Columbia College, but the
press of other duties caused such delays that practically a new
catalogue was begun and finished twenty years iater; and it is
this that is given to the public. The need of a collection of syno-
nyms has been shown by the quick way in which the government
edition was seized upon, and we doubt not the New York pub-
lishers will be duly rewarded for bringing out this new edition
($2.50).

—In Stewart’s ‘‘ Plane and Solid Geometry,” just published by
the American Book Company, there are several features worthy
of notice. One prominent feature is the close adherence to the
principle of association, each book treating of only one subject,
and each section of one subdivision of the subject. Another good
feature is the system of so grading the exercises and presenting
them in such order that their successive solution should tend to
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cause a constant growth in the power of thought, analytic and
synthetic. It may be noted also that a definite plan is followed
with respect to diagrams: lines mentioned in the statement, for
instance, are solid, unless planes intervene; while all additional
lines, mentioned in the construction, are dotted, the more impor-
tant lines being heavier than those of lesser importance. More-
over, the diagrams and their demonstrations, throughout the vol-
ume, are invariably so placed that they may both be seen without
turning a leaf — either on the same or on facing pages.

— A third edition has recently appeared of Frazer’s *‘ Tables for
the Determination of Minerals.”” This book is based, as is well
known to many Science readers, on one by Weisbach, which was
first published in 1866. The purpose is to aid the student in de-
termining minerals by their physical properties as distinguished
from the chemical reactions which they give. That it is possible
so to arrange tables that it shall be in the main possible, by their
use, for the student to determine a mineral from its color, lustre,
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streak, hardness. crystalline form. and cleavage, has been shown
by the reception which this book has had through its various
editions. Many know how much that was antiquated in chemical
science has clung to the text books of mineralogy, and it was one
of Dr. Frazer’s aims in the production of this new edition of his
¢ Tables” to eliminate all of this old and substitute formulas, etc.,
more in accordance with the present state of chemical science,
The book is well known, so it seems unnecessary to commend it to
our readers more than by saying that this edition is to a great
extent quite new. (Philadelphia, Lippincott).

— The American Book Company has published *‘ The Principles
of Agriculture for Commou Schools,” by J. O. Winslow. This is
quite a departure from the usual run of school books, and will in-
terest many who wish to see the elements of science taught in the
schools. The book is not limited to what would usually be called
agricultural science, but contains snatches from all branches of
science which have a bearing on agriculture.
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** The monograph is interesting in style, scholarly
and well worthy of careful consideration. It is de-
void of technical expressions, and can be easily read
and digested.”—Pharmaceutical Era.
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