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Pressed by the necessity to obtain the requisite animal forms 
m herewith to illustrate his many and voluminous works, Professor 
Parker became a patient and indefatigable collector of morpho-
loglcal material, and at  the time of his death his private cab~ilets 
stood among the largest and best in existence. As will be seen 
from what his distinguished son sags, that collection is soon to be 
placed upon the open market for disposal. Frommy ownpersonal 
knowledge, gained through a correspondence with its collector ex-
tending over a number of years, I can state that it  simplS repre-
sents a perfect mine of anatomical wealth, abounding in nlcoholics 
of the rarest of vertebrate forms, in carefully worlred out slcele-
tons of all the classes of the animal kingdom possessed of a bony 
skeleton, in unique types, and in a rlcll mass of illustrative mate-
rial for Invertebratcc. indeed 
he that can secure by purchase this great treasure, and feel sure 
that An,erican science is with in the devout hope tl,at it may 
as a whole be obtained by this country. thall a generation 
will sure,y by before such another opportunity mill b,> 
our to so enrick, their c,)llecttons in departments of such 
paramount importance, -and yet it needs but a word froa, 
one among the wealthy, or the action of our govern-
merit, to have all this conveyed to ~ b i ~ kfor all in-
stant how the inpouring of that material would swell and fill the 
gaps in the collections of the United States National 3iuseum. 
What a living repository of reference would be there for the stu-
dents in science for ages to come. Let it  be hoped that the hare 
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Annual address of tho President of the  Bioglbp;
Society of Washington delivered Jan. 24 
historical and critical ieview of modern 'scientiiic 
thought relative to  heredity, and especially t o  the  
problem of the  transmission of acquired characters. 
The following are  the  several heads involved in the  
discussion: Status of the  Problem. Lamarckism, 
Darwinism, Acquired Characters, Theories of He 
redity, Views of Mr. Galton, Teachings of Profes o r  
Weismann, A Critique of Weisruann, Neo-Darwin-
ism Neo-Lamarckism the  American "School "Ap-
-pli<ation to  the  ~ u d a nRace In so f a r  a s  views 
are  expressed the  a re  i n  the  main in line with the  
general current oB ~ m e r i c a nthought, aud opposed 
to  the  extreme doctrine of t he  non-transmissibility
of acquired characters. 
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suggestion of the above facts is sufficient for our prompt action to 
secllre for ourselves such a rare treasure as Professor Parker's col-
lection. DR. R. W. SHUPELDT. 

Takoma, D.C., July'?. 
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ANONG THE PUBLLSHERS. 


THE Forest and Stren,m Publishing Co, announce a new and 

elllarged of 6 '  steam yachts and ~ ~ -plleir ~ ~ 

Mac\liuery and >fa,nagement," by C .  P. Kunllardt. The work has 
exterlded by the addition of several and new 

plates, to keep pace witil $he growth of yachting. 

- ' b e  Cassel Publishing C o m ~ a n ~will issue immedia'ply, by 
arrangement with the Englrslr publishers, Niss Mente \luriel 
Dowie's book, " '4 Girl in the ICnrpatclians," in which she glQ'euan 
account of her travels ainong the ~nountainsof Russia-Poland. 
The book ie illustrated with maps and bits of scenery. anti con-
tains a full length portrait of Atids Dorvie in flttnnel shirt jacket, 
knickerbockers and Tam-o'-shanter, as she travelled on I-~orseback 
and alone through this wild region. Miss Dowie who is in her 
early twenties, is the young lady wllo aroused the enthusiasm of 
the British Association by an address before that learned bodv on 
her her 

-E. & F. N. Spon, Publishers, 12 Cortlandt Street, New York, 
announces as ready. "Telephones: their Construction and Pit-
ting." a practical treatise on the fihting-up and ma~ntenanceof 
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