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T H E  CI-IEMICXL SOCIETY'S J U B I L E E  ' 
AT the m e e t ~ n g  i n  celebration of the jubllee of the Chem- 

ical Society, held In the theatre of the L ~ n d o n  University on  
Tuesday, Feb  24, 1891, the proceedlnps u e l e  opened hy the 
following address from the president, L)r ITT. J. Russell: -

W e  meet to-day to cc'lebrate the fifty y e a ~ s '  exibtence of 
our  society, - a  tlrne, if nreasured by the  progress which our  
science has made, equal to centuries of former ages, but  
which in years is so brief a space that  n e  have. I am happ,y 
to  say, wit11 us to-ilny some of those who were present. and  
who took a n  active part  in the foundation of the society; 
and  I need hardly say w1t11 how much Interest w e  shall lis- 
ten t o  t h e ~ r  reminiscences of the time and circumstances 
connected wlth the birth of our  society. 

I would, by TTay of irntroductlon, say a few words first 
with regard to our  society, and afterwards with regard to 
the  state of chemistry i n  England when our  socletj was 
fouurled. Vv'e boast, and I belleve rightly, that  our  society 
holds the distlngulslied pos~tion of being the  Erst rv11ich was 
formed solely for tbe study of chelnis t~y.  ( hemistry and  
physlcs, twin sisters had h i t l~er to  always dwelt together; 
and rnany wete the ~ocieties, both in this country a n d  
abroad, devottd to their joint study and development. 

I n  London there was the  Royal Society, n h ~ c h  had hith- 
erto recelvrtl the most in~por tan t  c h e n ~ ~ c a l  papeis, there was 
also the Society ot Arts,  which is a hundred and ten years, 
and t l ~ e  Br~t is l l  Associdtion, ~~7l1ich 1s tell years, senior of our  
society. I n  Manchester the Liierniy and pi~ilosophical So- 
ciety had been founded and  a c t l ~ i . 1 ~ -  a t  work since 1781; and  
wc a d m ~ tthat  our  neighbors a t  Ellnrl~ugtcn I-Iouse, the As- 
tronomical, Antiquarian, Linnean,  and Ueolo,g.ical Societies, 
are  a l l  o u r  seniors. They had a chs:inct inditiduality ancl 
li terature of their own, which called tlhein into existence 
some forty to eighty years before the cornniencemetit of our  
society. Small private chemical societies, n o  doubt, existed: 
they a re  the  natural  forerunners of a large society, a n d  be- 
come merged into it. The Chemical S e c t ~ o n  of the British 
Association, which is a n  eplienieral and  peripatetic chemlcal 
society, had exlsted from the founding of tha t  body. If we 
t u r n  to other  countries, me find that,  much as  our science 
had been cultivated on  the continent, i t  did not until  later 
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times engross a whole society to itself; the French Chemical 
Society hot hav ing  been formed unt i l  1857, and  the  ]low 
great  Berlin Chemical Society not unt i l  1868. O u r  interest. 
however, a t  the h o m e n t  1s rather  i n  t h e  growth of chemistry 
in this country t l ~ a i i  i n  what occurred elsewhere. 

To-day we may learn how ~t came about that  the first 
chemical society was established in England.  I may,  how-, 
ever, state that  the  reason for our  meeting depends on  the  
official record that  on F e b  23, 1841, twenty-five gentlemen 
L L interested in the  prosecation of c h e m ~ s t r y" met together 
a t  the Society of At-ts to consider nlrether i t  be exped~ent  t o  
form a chemical society. Of the twenty-five who then met, 
T iim happy to say three are  p r ~ s m t ,  -Sir W. Grove, S I ~ .  
L .  P I a g f a ~ r .  ant3 11r. Helsell : alltX MI*.J. Cock is another  of 
this bani1 n110is still alive. but  1s not present. 

These twenty fire gel~t lemen appear w i t h o ~ t  d ~ s s e n t  t o  
have eolne to the concluilon that ik was eapediei~t  to form a 
chemical socletj-, and appointed a corr~nlittee of fourteen t o  
ca r ry  this reiolution into effect. So expetl~tious merc they 
in thew work, that  in little more than a month the first gen 
era1 meeting was held, and  t h e  pronslonal  comnllttet 
brought forward a repfirt enibodying a plan for the cwnstitn 
tion a n d  g o v e r n n ~ e n t  of the  society: alld this plan remalns 
essentially the same, save i n  one point, to the present day 
I refer to the formetion of a nluseurn of chemical specimens. 
This project was abandoned some years a z o  It 1s wortil 
recording that  st, t l ~ l sfirst general mrct ing Thomas Graham 
was elected p r e i ~ d c n t ;  I I c s s r ~ .  W T. Brande, J. T. Cooper. 
J. F Dnaieil, 1%.I'liilli~~s,v~ce-presidei~ts;Rfr. A r t l ~ u r  h ik in .  
treasurer; Messrq. Robert Warlngton,  E. E". Teschen~acher. 
secretaries: council, Dr. T. Clarlre, Rev. J. Cumming,  D r  
C. D.lubeny, Rlecsis. T. I3ve1-itt, ? Griflitl~s,W. R. Grove, 
H. Hennell.  G. Lo~ve, 1-1.X~llel. ,W. H. Pepys, R.  P o r  
rett, Dr. G. 0. Reeq; also tha t  the society then laumbered 
seventy-seven members. W e  bail Slr  W. Grove a s  b e ~ n g  
the  most active member vv-110 is st111 amollg us  in  f o u n d l n ~  
our  society, for  he  was a member of the first council, mat: 

present a t  the first nleetii~g, and  was a member of the  pro 
vlsional committee. 1must here add to the official record, 
for ~t does no t  tell LIS how these twenly-five gentlerner~ "In 
terested In the  prosecution of chemistry " were collected 
together a t  one tlnle and place. Obviously some special 
f o ~ c ewas reqn~red  to I)~111d lip t h ~ s  compl~cated molrcule. 
Tliat specla1 foi.ce wa5 embodled i n  and  exerc~sed by l-tc)bert 
Wnrlngton.  By hls a c t i v ~ t y  and energy he  brought about  
this meeting: and we can imaplne how d~fficult and t-ctublc 
some a n o r k  ~t probably was, how some of these gelltlelzlen 
had to be inqtigated to  action, others repressed, sorne con 
viuced that tile a im mas desirbable, others that  it  was feasible. 
But  whatever the dlficulties were, Mr. WTaringtonsucceeded, 
and to h im we a l e  Indebted for  the formation of oilrsociety 
Although be has paqsed away,  he 1s ably represented here 
to-day by his son. The love for he Chenllcal Sonety has 
proved to be l~ereclitary. Mr. Wai ing ton  of to clay 1sa most 
active anil valued member, is one of our  vice president^, and. 
as our  proqranlme shows. is about to  present to us  recordc 
con~lectcd ~ r ~ t l ~  the early h ~ s t o r y  of our  soc~e ty  w111cli a re  or 
great interest now, a i ~ d  will become of increasing value as 
time goes on .  

I tu rn  now at  once froin these matters iminedlately con 
nected wtth our  society to the consideration of what  wa5 
being done i n  chemistry in this country fifty years ago. At 
that  tinie public laboratories for the  sjstelnatic t e a c h i ~ ~ g  of 
chen~is t ry  dld not exist i n  London The nurnber of redl 
students of chemistry in  this courlfry was very small. They 


