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combinations as a continuous history. All of this daring proposal 
leads, of course, to a scientific revolution siiuilar to that accotu- 
phshed by Lamarck, Darwin, and Haeckel in biology. And this, 
we have to keep recalling, is not the work of a tyro, but of a 
snua?zt recognized and honored as such in the fi-ont rank of physi- 
cists the world over. Tire grant that only those in that rank, and 
gifted also with rare powers of generalization, can competently 
weigkl the evidence and the which the 
of a long life has presented in these volumes. I t  is a theory which 
certainly wait for final conlpletion ;but as a hypoth-
esis, m the absence of any other, it is a unitizing, completing 
scheme of nature, invaluable as a suggesting power, and as a 
centte around which the iesnltb of scientific observation and ex-
periment nlay be intelligently gathered, and then held as parts of 
one mighty world drama. II may he f u ~ t h e r  said, that, however 
the author may come short of present suEcient evidence of his 
hypothesis, he has rendered very dubious. if not wholly untenable, 
the old notions cf matter, and ot all chemistry basetl upon the 
atomic hypothesis. Hereafter we arp to have neither an aton1 nor 
a vacuum, hut a continuous world of cotltinuons matter w ~ t h  all 
of its tvorld creative changes and combinations accounted for by 
a collt~nuous l a m  formulated in a nomenclature expres>ive of that 
unity. The realization of ill15 dream of Newton, Huvgens, Young, 
and their many patient follomers.of whonloul author is one, would 
certainly be the clowning giory ot our race. To date the solution 
of both the vital and the material worlds in tlle eame century 
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would seem to be pressing Father Time too rashly of late; and he 
may properly leave us to evolve through another century before 
we reach the sufficient evidences of the true theory of ether and 
matter. suns and worlds. T. B. WAKEBIAN. 
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AMONG THE PUBLISHERS. 

A COMPREHENSIVE life of Gen. Sherman is about to be published 
and sold through agents by HLibbard Brothers of plliladelphia 

-John Wiley & Sons announce as in preparation .'Ordnance 
G1'nneryj" Capt. Metcalfel U.S.A. 

-&Iactnillan& Co. hare just published "The Fossil Insects of 
North America. with Notes on some Ea~opean Species," by Dr. 
Sanruel H Scudder. 7'he work 1s in two volulnes, with sixty- 
tllrec plates and numerous illustrations, in  the text. These vol- 
umes, of which only one hundred copies are Issued, form the 111ost 
extens~re\roik of the kind ever publid~ed. Orrr  eight hundred 
and fifty spec-les are dcscrlbed, most of them being figured on t h e  
lithographic plates. The de>criptions include, with two or three 
exceptions, all the fosqll insects eler  described from Sorth Amer- 
ica besides a large nutuber now first published. Besides the 
nie~ely descriptive matter. the general student \%-ill find essars on 
the classification, distribution, and geological secluence of the d ~ f -  
ferent gtoups. The tern1 "lnsects" has been used 111a broad sense 
to il~clude mgiinpods ank% arachnicle, as well as hexapods, or true 
msects. 
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