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slleli bpcaune a pearl; in the mouth of the black snalte it became 
poison ; and in the flower of the plantain, nectar. Seve~alplrintz 
bear this name, and are supposed to be endued \+ith :in extra 
particle of the eternal essence, among othels the ,\eem, on \% h ~ c hac 
count the Hincions, on their Xew Year's Dag, eat the leaves of thi5 
tree upon the supposition that the Am?-~tucontained in them wili 
insure longev~ty. In Hindoo flower-lo~e the larbe black bee 
(Bat?-cmr~ra) he is the incons~ant iover plays an important part: 
w!io delights in gatticring sweets from every flower. Tlie queen 
of Indlan flowers 1s the lotus The llil~doos compare the nenly 
createel \~or ld  to a lotus-tio;ver floating upon the waters, and it 
thus becon~es symbolical of spontaneous generation. The goltlen 
lotus of Brahminic and Buddh~stic mythology is the bun, r\-lrich 
floats in the waters w11icli are above the f i r n ~ a m e ~ t ,  like an ealthiy 
lotus In the deep blue stream below. Flom it distils the A ~ n r ~ t n ,  
the hrst manifestation of Vishnu. Bralima and Buddha (the su 
prenie intelligence) were born of thls heaven1 y lotus Lalt shtni, 
the Indian Venus, is represented sitting 011 this flower. The I-lin- 
doos see In the form of the lotus the mysterious symbol Svnsl~kri 
The allusions to this flower by Indian poets are innurnelable. No 
praise is too extravagant for it. I t  1s the chaste flower, and its 
various synonyrnes are bestowed as names upon LI omen. Tlie red 
lotus is sald by the poets to be dyed with the t)lood of Siva, t ha t  
flowed from tlie wound made by the arrow of Icama, che Indian 
cupid. The face of a beautiful woman is compared by the poets 
to a lotus-blossom, the eyes to lotus-buds, and Cue arms to its fila 
ments. The bee is represented as enamored of the lotus. AILl~o~igh 
a humble little flower, the Tulusi is almost as great a favorite as 
the lotus. It is addressed to the goddes3 Sri or Venus. The heart 
of Vishnu is said to tremble ~ i t h  rage if a branch of hi3 beloved 
is injured. The plant must be gathered only for medicinal or 
religious purposes, such as the worrhip of Vishnu or Krishna, or 
the wife of Siva. It is a lrind of Amritu, symbolical of the eternal 
essence. It protects the worshippers, and gives children to women. 
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Onondaga Folir.Lore celebrated for its overpoweringly sweet odor and golden color. So
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TfIE BOTANICAL BIYTHOLOGY OF THE HINDOOS. 

AT a recent meeting of the Anthropological Society of Bombay, 
as wr learn from ,\'ature of Nor. 13, Dr. Dymolre read a very in- 
teresting paper entiilecl ' *The Flowei.~ of the I-Iindoo Poels," in 
the course of mhich he referred to the rnythical conceptions which 
have gathered round trees and plants in the minds of the Hindoos. 
the ancient Eastern poets saw in the tree a similitude with the 
heavens and ~ v i t l ~  In  the athe human form. "Gitagovinda" 
comparison is drawl; between the clouds and the thick dark foliage 
of thr  Tamulu. These fancies gave rise to the numerous poetic31 
myths conceruing the tree of life, of knowledge, of the Bm~.itu 
or ambrosia, as well as those concerning costnogonic and an-
thropogonic trces. The Sovtu or Anzritn is represented as the king 
of planre, the eternal essence which constantly sustains and re-
news the life of plants and animals. It is the synlholical drinking 
of this eternal essence as a holy ceremnuy to which constant alln- 
sion is made in the Vedas :-

"We've quaffed the Soina bright, 
And are iminortal grown ; 

We've e i ~ t e ~ e d  iiito liglit, 
And all tile gods have known." 

Rig T7eda, viii. 

The A~nr i tnapprars in various forms in stories and legends. A 
famo~is  poet :aps that tlie drop (i_cverlav~~adu)which fell iiito the 

The tree is the Bul, or anthrop2gonic tree of the Vaisya caste, who 
call it dszqxtla. The liadamba (ilnthrocephalus cadamba) is sacred 
to Kali or Parvati, the consort; of Siva. I t  has many synonyrnes, 
such as I '  protecting children," " dear to agriculturists," etc. I t  
blossonis at  the end of the hot season, and its night-scented flowers.. 
form a globular orange-colored bead, from which the white-clubbed 
stigmas project. The flowers are fahlrd tc, impregnate with their 
honey the water which collects ill holes in the trunk of the tree. 
In Delhi the go1itsr:liths are foilti of imitatii~g the flowers. The 
well-known prickly gold bead3 eo often seen in Delhi jewelry are 
nieaut for lxadamba-flowers. In this part of India the Marathas 
will not gather the flowers for profane purposes. as it is their an- 
tbropogonic tree. The Kadctmba Rajas clsim their descent froin 
it, as recorded in the follor~iog kgenc!: " Aiter the destruction of 
the demon 'l'ripura, a drop of perspiration fell froin the hesd of 
Isvara into the Iio!low of a 1iadarnl)a-tree, and assorned the forna 
of a man with thrte eyes and four arms. flc I~ecame the founder 
of Vanava~i  or Jayantipur." Thcre are other versiocs of the story, 
but ail agree in connecting the oriy,in of the fn r~~i lq  with this tree, 
a branch oi' which is necessary to represent the Kai at a Mardthi 
marriage ceremony. 

HEALTH MATTERS. 

Adventure of an Hypnotic Subject. 

TIIE Lancet of Aug. 2,  1890, contains the following: In Rome 
the other day, in that church of the Ara Cceli :ihere G~bbon. as 
he hiinselt tells us, conceived his ',Hi3tur-v ot the Decline and 


