
-- 

-- 

SCIENCE, [VOL. XVI. NO. 408 


BOOK-REVIE WS. 

Civilization: A n  Histolqical Reviezu of i ts  Erements. By CHARLES
vols. Chicago, 5.C. Griggs ds Co, 120. 

THIS cork, a s  the author states, is not '. a Iiistorg of civilizatEon 
i n  the  ordinarily accepted sense of the term, but is offered rather 
as an  oiltline oiecx7 of its elements, with some atteinpt to set forth 
the philosophy of human progress." It opens with a general 
sketch of the earliest civilized nations, and then treats successively 
of the development cf political institutions, religion and inmruls, 
industry, and the other leading element8 in the progress of l i :~ -
manity. The author makes no pretence of original inr.ei;tjgation 
into the facts, and seldom descends to details; and he presi?ppoies 
i n  tlie reader a general knowledge of tbe world's history. H e  
devotes but a small space to the periods before the damn of histori- 
cal literature, holding that our illfortnation about prehistoric :tges 
is  f a r  too scanty to  be of nlucil use, and that '' the conditions dis- 
played by existing savages are no just example of primitive insti- 
tutions." Thus the greater part of the bookrelates to thr civiliza-
tiort that hegan in Egypt and Babylonia, and has since spread 
ot7er Europe and America; but the partial drreiopment of civiliz,l- 
ti011 in  China and India and in ancient Mexico and Peru is not  
acglected. 

The rierit of the  work is not of the highesi order, :<el there is 
n~cc l lin i t  that  is good. I t s  principal defect is in the style, tvhicll 
is diffuse and almost garruloi~s,  the author heilig apparently 
troubled wi'cli too great a clevelopment of tlie linguistic facuily. 
The division and arrangement of topics are also such as to cause n 
good deal of repetition; so that the exposition fills a larger space 
than is necessary. As for Mr. Blorris's pllilosophy. \re do not find 
i n  i t  any thing specially new or striking; but 41e has evidently 
studied the works of the best pliil~~aophicbistorians, and hna 
thoroughly nlasterecl all the prevailinq t!:eoriea, yet tvithont nlak- 
lug a hobby of any  of them. H e  of course regards the history of 
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civilizstion as a process of development; yet he  inakes but little 
reference to the special doctrines of the evolution school, and little 
use of their hackneyed phrases. The main clefecb in Mr. Morris's 
historical philosophy is his ir~sufficient appreciation of the  Greelr 
civilization and of its r ank  among tlie various fornls of human 
c u l t ~ r e .  H e  divells on its defects rather than on its csxcellences; 
and the reader who got his infirrmation wholly froill this book 
would be liliely to think that Greece was no nlore inlportant in 
the clevelopment of civilization than allcient Irldia or lnoderr~ 
Germany. Yet t!~ere is lnuch in  Mr. &rris9s exp~si t ion that  is  
valuable; and molt  of his views, we think, are sound, and likely 
to stand the test of time. On the whole, his work will take a 
respectable ranlr anlong American books, though we cannot say 
that ii: is up  to tile true standard of philosophic Ilistorg. 

-.-..- --

AMOSG TEIE PUBLISHERS. 

THE 6'Dictionary of Politic;tl Economj," which Mr. R. H. 
Tnglis P a l ~ r a v e ,  F.R.S., is  editing, ant1 which is to be published 
by ?~ lac ;~~ i l l an  & Co., is now assuming a definite sbape, and the 
first part is to be out in January. Among the contributors are 
Professor Ashley of Toronto, P ro f~sso r  Bastable of Dublin, Dr. 
Bauer of Vienna, Mr. Sydney Bi~xton.  M.P., tlle Rev. A .  Calde-
cott, Mr. Crurnp of the Record Office, PI. A. Curlois$Zs, the  Rev. 
Dr. W. Gnnningharn, Major Oraigie of the Board of Agriculture, 
Professor D~inbar  of I-Iarvard, Professor Dewey of Boston, Pro- 
fessor F. Y. Edgemorlh, Xr. Elliott, &I. A. cle Foville, Professor 
Foxwell, Dr. Robert Giffen, Mr. C. A. Harris, Dr. J. K Ingram, 
IIr .  J. N. Keynes, the Rev. T. J. Lawrence, Professor E, de 
Lereleye, Mr. R. Lodge, Professor F. W. Maitland, Professor J. 
E. C. JZnnro, Professor J. S. Nicholson, Mr. R E .  Prothero, the 
Rev. L. R. Phelps, Signor Pantaleoni, AIr. D. (2. Ritchie, Pro- 
fessor Roberts-Busten, F.R.8 , Professor H. Sidgwiclr, Professor 
Smith of Coirullbia, Pralesscr r a u ~ s i g  of Barvard. aud the Rev. 
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S e w  York. The Critic Co. 16 11. 4 O .  $1 per ' ,This  ~ o l o n l e  i s  lilost ~ti::l~lati?l-. I t  i s  wrliten EORG. DIailed prepaid for  14 cls. eac!l (or bo:h 
year. with gleat clearness, so t1lai anybody can under- for  25 cts  ) by the American Swedenborg P. and P.

FIOYT, D. L. I-Iandbook of Historlc Sohools of Paint- 1 siand, and \vllile in some Trays, !?~l.forCe, superfieia.l, Society. $0 Cooper Union, New Yorlr. 
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L ~ U K Y E P ,  The hleteoritic 1Igpotheais. / The :\'eu; Yor7z Tinafas.
J. N. Lon'" don and New York, hlaomillitn. 660 p. 

$5.25. 
~IOKX.!~,C:iviliz~tion, IIistorical l:evie\v ofC. a n  

its Elemente. ~ o l z .I .  and 11. Chicago, Griggs. 
1,000 p. lXU. $4. 

~IYEKS,  Ancient History for Cnllegos and  P. If.N.- High Schools. Part  11. i\ History of llome. Bcs-
ton, Glnn. 123 p, 1go. $1.10. 

PEYSICIAN'S'i7isltiug Litt  for 1881! Tka. Philadel-
phia, Blakiston. 160. 
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T H E  ;L A B R A D O R  C O A S T .  

A Journal of two Sunimer Cruises to that 

region: with notes on i ts  early cliscovery, 
on the Eskimo, on its physical geography, 
geology and llatural history, together with 
a bibllography_of charts, works and articles 
relating to the civil aud natural history of 
the Labrador Peninsula. 

'.Dr. Brinton iilvestshisscientifio i l lustrationsai~d L,o'fii,"~~~~p~~~$.,","$,"$~,"Eite~~t~$~~,ife"n",$
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ord of discovered facts.  i s  in realit,y a strong stim- 
ulaut t o  the imagination."--Pliiladelpliia Public 
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'' 

By C!olonel WILEIAXC. CHURCH. With 50 

1 Illustrations. 2 701s. 8vo. $6.00. 
<<Oneof the  most ii,portant of reoent additions t o  

l i terature of biography. Col. Ciluich has performed 
his duty  ~v i th  skill and judgme~:t."-N. Y ,SZC?L. 
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EhECTRlClT'r' BiDAILY LIFE. 
A Popular Account of tho -4pplication of 
Electricity to  Every-Day Uses. With  120 
Illustrations. 8vo. $3.00. 
"Tile chapters are  by speoialists well knovrn a s  

authorities, and the information, while attractive in 
form is  entlrely trustworthy."-Bosto?~ Beacoli. 

By ALPHEUS SPRING PACKARD, M a @ , ,Fh3D. 
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P. H. Wicksteed. The object of the dictionary is to give a state 
ment of the position of political economy a t  the present time. 
together with such references to history, law, and commerce, as 
may be of use. Articles on the main subjects usually dealt n it11 
in the works of economic writers will be found in it. Short no- 
tices of deceased economists, and of their chief contr~butioris to 
economic literature, are also included. A list of works of leading 
living writers will be git en at the end of the work. Bibliographi-
cal notes m~l l  likewise be added to the more imporlant articles, 
with the titles and dates of publ~cation of the principal books re- 
ferred to. 

-Macmillan 8 Co. hare in press A Dictionary of Classical 
Mythology, Religion, Literature Art, and Antiquit~es," re~isecl 
and edited from the German of Dr. Seyffert by H. Nettleship 
and J. E. Sandys. The work will contaln nearly five hundred 
illustrations. 

-In Lippincott's Magazine for December, 1890, '' The Bermuda 
Tslands" form the subject of an article by H C. Walsh. These 
islands lie only about set en hundred miles from our eastern coast, 
and are rapidly growing in popularity as a winter resort, owing . -
to the beauty of their scenery, their temperate climate. and the 
entire change of life which they afford. In "T j  pes in Fiction," 
W. W. Crane takes u p  the against those authors ' ' 
select some particular locality or district, and take ils inhabitanls 
as a He authors their 
energies to portraying people not as indi\ iduals, but as samples of 
a certain type. 

-C. W. Bardeen of Sjracuse sends us "A Brief History of the 
Empire State," written by Wellantl Hendrick. I t  is a small 
quarto of two hundred pages, with many illustrations, and 
gives a very readable ac-ount of the history of New York and its 
people from the time of Ilenry Hudson to the present day. The 
author makes no pretence of original research, but has made good 

uqe of his authorities, and presents a considerable amount of 
matter in a small space. The style is simple yet manly, and dis- 
tinctly superior to the style of some books written for young peo- 
ple. Mr. Hendrick has wisely confined himself to the affairs of 
the State, treating those of the Union only so far as to show the 
part that New York has played in them. We should think that 
the book tvould be useful both in the schools and in the families 
of the Empire State. 

-In the Atlantic for December Mr. Birge Harrison gives an 
account of the new rival of the French salon, the National Society 
of Flue Arts, in a paper entitled "The New Departure in Parisian 
Art; " Rlr. A. T. Rlahan, in "The United States Looking Outward,'' 
shows the isolation of the country, not only in respect to position, 
but in regard to trade, and prophesies a change in public opinion, 
which will free us from our indifference to foreign nations, and 
open our eyes to  the necessity of the defence of our own coasts, 
and a more active policy of trade with other countries; and there 
is an essay in the Contributors' Club, on "English and American 
Spelling," from one who, if his name were known, would be rec-
ognized as of highest authority. 

-No, 4i of the Literature Series is a small collection 
of fables and folk stories, by Horace E. Scudder. They are 
mostly from the volumes, the 6 '  Book 
of and Book of Folk Stories,,, and are arranged with 
reference to the difficulty of reading them, Thefablesare most]v 

from &sop, and are well presented. The folk-tales comprise 
' $  Little Red-Ridbg-Hood," " Puss-in -Boots," " Jack and the 
Bean-Stalk," and many others. The interest of fables, especially 
those of Bsop,  is perennial, and they convey not a little pruden- 
tial wisdom; but the fantastic and often stupid folk-stories can- 
not, it seems to us, have any attraction except for children. To 
them, h o w ~ r e r ,  the whole book will doubtless be interesting, and 
its simple yet refined stjle ought to make it a useful reading book. 

V E N T I L A T I O N  

I took Siok,

dilutes, but produces draughts, " a rem- , I TOOK 

edy worse than the disease.'' 
Every home has its sources of poison. 

Polluted air is ever present, and cannot 
be removed in the ordinary way, but by 
using the 

S H E R M A N  " K I N G "  V A P O R I Z E R  
every germ of disease and decay can be 

neutralized, and every offensiveness re- RESULT: 


moved. 

Simple, se l f -~c t ing ,  Inexpeasive, it I take M y  Rest, 

insure A S D  I AM VIGOROUS ENOUGH T O  T A K E  
i A S Y T H I N G  I CAN L A Y  M Y  HANDS O N  : 

f o r d  Ad Fhos~l~aLe,
1 
I
I n  dyspepsia the stomach 

fails to assindate the food. T h e  
Acid Pllosphate assists the 
weakened stomach, making the 
process of digestion natural and 
easy. 

Dr. R. S, ~ICCOMB,Philadelphia, says: 
"Used it  in nervous dyspepsia, with suc-

cess." 
Dr. W. S. LEONARD.Hinsdale, N. H., 

says : 
"The best remedy for dyspepsia that ha 

ever come under my notice." 
Dr. T. H. ANDREWS.Jefferson Medical 

College, Philadelphia, says : 
' ' A  wonderful remedy which gave me 

most gratifying results in the worst forms of 
dyspepsia" 

Descriptive pamphlet free. 
Rumford Chemical Works, Providence, R. I ,  

Beware of Substitutes and Imitations. 

CAUTION.-Be s u r e  t h e  w o r d  '4 IUors-
ford,s,,  is p r i n t o d  on t h e  l a b e l .  A l l  o t h e r s  
a r e  s p n r i o n s .  N e v e r  s o l d  it1 b u l k .  

e t t i ~ ~ gfa~ttoo FOR .scott'sPURIFICATION Irnulsion of ~ u r ? ' ~ o d  011~ ! v e r  
and Hvpophosphitesof Limeand 

C O N T I N U O U S  AND 	 Soda <OT ONLY CURED MY Incin-
it:nt Cons~~mption B U ~ L TBUT 
.\lE UP, A X U  IS KOW PU'I'TIBG

A B S O L U T E  I I - - - - 	 1
1 FLESH ON M Y  BONES 1 

~ \ rTIIE RATE O F  A POUND A DAY. 

S U C H  TESTIMONY IS N O T H I X G  KEW. 
SCOTT'S EUI ' IS ION IS DOING WONDEKS I 
D.\ILY. T ~ K E  OTIIER.  !N O- __M_----

MEANS HEALTH,  VIGOR, JUST PUBLISHED. 

VIVACITY, GOOD MORALS. 
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''lustrated AddressPamphlet Free' 	 For use in Colleges and Normal Schools. Price 50 cents. 
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