JuNE 13, 1890.]

Triple Rainbow.

WITHIN a few months we have been twice favored with the
following rainbow combination. In each case it occurred just
before sunset. Two complete arcs rested on the mountains on
one side, and descended into the valley of the Rimac on the other,
while in the centre was a complete circle of smaller size. The
point of observation (4) is 6,500 feet above sea-level. To the east
are mountain-ranges rising to the Cordillera in the background.
At the times of observation there were high clouds yielding a

gentle rain, by which undoubtedly the two ordinary arcs were
caused. At the same time, however, a low, light' cloud was
drifting through the valley between A and B, and reaching
nearly to the observer.

In this cloud the circle was formed. The indistinct shadow.of
the observer’s head appeared at the centre (0), and the lower part
of the circle was slightly obscured by the shadow of his body.
“The colors of the circle were not so brilliant as those of the arcs
above. The circle also appeared less distant; but this apparent
difference of distance was not so marked but that at first glance
the three bows seemed to belong to the same system.
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At a poiut an eighth of a mile nearer the sun, and hence far-
ther from the cloud, only the two superior arcs were visible.
Mount Harvard, Peru, April 26, SQLON I. BaLgy.
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