
SCIENCE, 

Paul also maintains, with many other scholars, that the power of 
original creation in language is by no means lost, but is a s  active 
to-day a s  ever ; and he gives many examples of words of recent 
origin which he holds to be underived from any others. All origi- 
nal creations, both earlier and later, he believes to be imitative, so 
that  on this point he is directly at issue with many other philolo- 
gists. These are the fundamental causes of the development of 
language; but to these must be added analogy, which has a 
powerful influence by multiplying forms and usages that have 
arisen in some other way. 

Having thus traced the outline of his subject, Professor Paul 
pursues it into all its ramifications through a series of chapters, 
which we have not space to analyze here, but which are sure to in- 
terest every student of philology. In these days, when there is so  
much superficial writing, it is pleasant to meet with a book a t  once 
s o  thoughtful and so scholarly as this by Professor Paul ;  and, 
though there are things in it that are sure to provoke criticism, it 
will be of great value to all students of the history of language. 

Sera@hi/!a. By DE BALZAC. Tr .  by Katharine P.H O N O R I ~  

'CVormeley. Boston, Roberts. 12". $1.50. 


T H I S  work is another of its author's studies in occultism. T h e  
leading character in the story, called sometimes Seraphita and 
sometimes Seraphitus, is intended as an  example of the "twin 
soul"  which we are told every one must have in order to attain to 
supreme felicity. Hence she is represented a s  actlng in some cases 
like a woman, and in others a s  a man, though the reader may 
think that she doesn't act much hke either. T o  make the bisexual 
quality still more prominent, this strange being " is represented ' I  

in her feminine character a s  inspiring love in a young man, and in 
h i s  masculine character a s  awakening the same sentiment in a 
young woman. She talks grandiloquent nonsense about heaven, 
hell, prayer, and other themes of that sort, and a t  last is "trans- 
lated " to the spiritual world ; and so the story comes to an  end. 
A s  for the story itself, it has very few incidents, and no interest a t  
all except what attaches to its occult " philosophy," if any one can 
take an interest in that. For our part, we find ~t repulsive, like 
every thing else of the sarn*e sort;  being neither philosophy nor 
religion, but a mere mass of fiction put forward a s  truth. Besides 
the  principal story, the book contains two shorter ones of a similar 
character, which call for no special remark. There is also a long 
a n d  wordy introduction by G. F. Parsons, which neither adds to 
nor elucidates the text, and has, so far a s  we can see, no reason to 
be. 
L a  Socikte' 14i-angnise a% Dix-se$ti2jtze Si2cZe. Ed., with notes, by 

Thomas F. Crane. London and New York, Putnam. 2 4 O .  

$1.50. 


THIS book, which is intended primarily for students of French, 
consists of a large number of extracts giving an account of the new 
social life that arose in France in the early part of the seventeenth 
century. Every one knows that society and conversation have long 
been more important elements in French life than in that of other 
nations, and have had greater influence on French literature than 
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on any other. Students of literature and of social life are therefore 
alike interested in tracing the origin and growth of that society for 
which France has long been noted, and Professor Crane here offers 
them help in so doing. H e  has restricted himself to a portion only 
of seventeenth-century society, neglecting that of the court entirely, 
while even some elements of literary society are passed over. T h e  
extracts glven treat successively of the HGtel de Ranibouillet and 
the persons who frequented it, of Mademoiselle de  ScudCry and 
her rather pedantic conipanions, of the affected set who were nick- 
named the PrCcieuses, and of the rules of politeness that prevailed 
in that age. As far as they go, they give a pretty clear view of the 
society of which they treat, of its follies and foibles, a s  well as its 
excellences; and they also show to some extent the growth of 
literature and the development of literary style. Some passages 
are almost repulsive from the self-admiration and mutual admira- 
tion they exhibit; but these were necessary to give a faithful pic-
ture of the times. Professor Crane's introduction gives useful in- 
formation respecting the leading persons and topics dealt with, and 
other points of a more special character are treated in the notes. 
The book is convenient in form, and well printed. 

AMONG T H E  PUBLISHERS.  

THEJuly AlZa'anlic opens with an  article by Miss Preston, giv- 
ing an account of the last days of Cicero, one of a series which she 
has been contributing to the AZZa'anlic. Professor N. S. Shaler, 
who is a person to speak with authority, writes about " T h e  Prob- 
lem of Discipline in Higher Education," which will be read by 
student and teacher with equal interest. Mr. H. L. Nelson has an 
article on the " Speaker's Power," not a consideration of the power 
of oratory, but the power of the Speaker of the House of Repre- 
sentatives. Mr. W. H. Downes has an interesting paper on the 
" Old Masters " which may be seen in New York, and it is sur- 
prising to find how large a representation can be seen there. An-
other article is " Books that have Hindered Me," by Agnes Rep- 
plier. So much has been written about books that have helped 
various people, that Miss Repplier has decided to write about the 
books that did not help her. Among these she mentions " Sand-
ford and Merton," Milton's '' Areopagitica," and the " Heir of Red- 
clyffe." The  number closes with a knowing article on "Trotting 
Races," by H .  C. Merwin. 

- A .  D.  F. Randolph & Co. will publish at  once the Duke of 
Argyll's work entitled " W h a t  is Truth ? " 

-J. S. Ogilvie has just ready, in his Firp<ir?c:Series, ' 'The Iiis-
tory of the Great Flood at  Johns t~wn ,  Penn." 

-D. Appleton B Co. will publish imrnediatalv " Days Out of 
Doors," by Charles i.Abbott, author of " A  Natural~st 's  Rambles; " 
" T h e  History of a Slave," a startling picture of slavery in the 
Barbary States, by H.  H. Johnston; and an interestiug work on 
" Stellar Evolution and its Relations to Geological Time," by James 
Croll. 

I u  t h e  J u l y  n u m b e r  of T h e  Forum,  Prof. Geo. J. / T H E  P E O P L E  I ' V E  S M I L E D  W I T H .  
Romanes  answers, i n  behalf of t h e  Darwinians, t h e  
oritioisms m a d e  of t h e  Darwinian doctrine, by Prof. 
Mivart. It i s  a n  impor tan t  s u m m a r y  of t h e  present  
position of t h e  beat evolutionist though';. 

Prot. W. J. McGee of t h e  U. S. Geological Bur-
vey, explalns t h e  subply  of t h e  differ en^ k iuds  of 
fuel ,  wlth eapeciul re ference  to deposits  i n  she 
United States. Other art icles a r e  : 

T h e  Scholar  in American Life.  Bishop H e n r y  C. /Potter. A Market  for Books.  Edward Everett  
Hale. Republican P a r t y  Prospec ts .  Senator Jus- 
t i n  S. Norrill. T h e  E t h i c s  of Journalism. W. S. 
Lilly. T h e  At t i tude  of t h e  F r e n c h  C a n a d ~ a n s .  

RECOLLECTIONS O F  A MERRY LITTLE LIFE, by MARSHALLP. WILDER. The American Humorist. 
With two Portra~ts. Extra cloth, G ~ l t  top, etc ,,$1.50. 

" Blessed he he who with merry quip heguiles ted~ous hours or causes one flower of merriment to bloom in the 
desert of selfishness and sorrow. . . is name is synonymous with mirth."- John A .  Cockerill, Edi tor  N.Y. 
Worid.- .... 
"The book is full of ood stories and clever bits of pen portraiture. None can read it and not be amused. It is 

impregnated with a fun% of humor, that is simply irresjstible." -
I N  ANSWER TO REPEATED CALLS, WE HAVE PREPARED A N  EDITION I N  PAPER BINDING AT 50 CENTS OF THE MOST POP-

ULAR BOOK OF THIS YEAR, 

JONATHAN AND HIS CONTINENT.  
RAMBLES THROUGH AMERICAN SOCIETY, By MAX O'RELL and JACK ALLYN. Paper, 50 Cents. 

Cloth, Gilt, etc., $1.50. 

''A volume of sparkle and delight from title page to finish."-Deiroit Free Press. 

"There is not a dull page In it."-N. Y.Worid, 

" One reads the book with a perpetual smile on one's face."-Chicago News. 

"Will be read, talked of, and enjoyed."-Boston Honte Journal. 


Complete Catalogue free to  a n y  A d d r e s s .  

Honor6 Beaugrand. L a t e  Theor ies  Concerning
Fever .  Dr. Austin Flint. Organizations of t h e  
Discontented.  Richard J. Hinton. Domestic 
Service.  J e n n l e  Cunningham Croly. T h e  B e t t e r  
Side of Anglo-mania.  Rev. H. Price Collier. 

60 C ' S .  A C O P Y .  $6.00 A YEAR. 
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