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Slzizler's Hn?zn'-Ailnr. Gotha,  jus tus  I'ertlies. fO 

IT is no\v six years since t h e  last etlition ol  this great  w o ~ . k  lias 
l ~ e e n  issuetl. Since that  time tlie cornlnercial tlevelopment of cer- 
tain regions, and the  adtiitions to our kno\\-ledge of others, have 
heen so  great, tliat tlie atlas diti not  meet tlie t l e~nands  of the (lay : 
therefore the new etlitioii, the first iristalnient of which has just 
11eeii issued, is highly welcome. I t  is hartlly necessary for u s  to  - .  

tlwell gpon the  fact that  the  teo!lnicil execution of the  maps  is 
artistic and accurate. In  the last etlition of the at las  a few of the  
older plates, which \Irere sorne\\,liat \vorrl, anti not a s  perfect a s  tlie 
newer ones, were retained ; 1:ut tiiese a r e  now altogether elitni-
nated.  \Ve consitler it a great  itnl:ro\ei:lerit of the maps,  that  the  
sliading all along the  coast ~ v h i c h  is intentlet1 to  slio\v the  water  
lias been discartled, antl that  a tlelicate blue tint has  been intro-
tluced instead. Tlie  first instal ir~ent  contains two new maps ,  -
one sheet of the new four-sheet ]nap of Italy, ant1 one of the four- 
sheet ma;) of Austria. T h e  I-rlief of Italy is presentetl here for the 
first time in a n  at las  in a clear forin, antl, what is 11io1-e, represent- 
ing the  real configuration of tlie laqd insteati of tlie oltl con\,entional 
forms. I t  is fountlet1 upon the suri.eys of the  Italian Department 
of W a r ,  \vhicli a r e  rapitliy being puslietl forward.  In ortler not to 
disturb the impressiveness of tlie physical features, the railroads 
a re  shown a s  formerly projectetl ro;itIs were generally sho\\~n.  

T h e  first sheet of tlie map of South America may serve a s  a n  
exariiple of the  care wltli \vhicll corrections have been made on tlie 
oltl plates. T h e  sheet  em11r;ices iiortll-eastern Brazil and  1:rench 
and  .Dutch Guiana. T h e  interior of tlie Province of P e r n a ~ n l ~ u c o  
is entirely new, the  northern tril~iitaries of the Sail I:I-ancisco being 
for the first time shomn in their I-eal foi.111. \Vhile tile old maps 
sho\vetl a series of hi!ls r i~nnir ig fl-om north to south,  we  observe 
now a \\,ell-tlefinetl ridge forining tlie \vatc~.slietl be tn~een  tlie prov- 
inces of Pernai-ril~uco ant1 Cral-a. In other places, rivers \vllicIl 
were sho\vn in solid lines on the oltl iiraps, a re  shown in broken 
lines on the new ones,  indicating that  our  kiio\\~ledge is not so  com- 
plete a s  was  forinerly assutnetl. MTe observe this particularly in 
the province of Grao ParA ; ant1 farrller u p  the Amazon \x7e see, to 
our surprise, the  course of the t<io 'Troin1,etas entirely cliangetl, 
although it lvas thought that  its course vias well known. T h e  ad-  
ministrative boundal-ies of the provinces of I3razil have also untler- 
gone important changes. 

Tlie  atlas, wlien complete, \vill contain ninety-five sheets ; the 
map of the moon, and  a few general maps of the old etiition, being 
left out  in order to gain room for new tietail maps. T h e  following 
1nal;s liave been adtietl to the atlas : t\vo sheets  showing tile east- 
ern portion of Austria, a four-shret niap of Italy, a general map of 
t h e  Eallian Peninsula antl four special maps  of tlie same,  a m a p  of 
Africa in six sheets, and \vestern Canatla. ljesides this, the  maps  
of Germany,  Austria, Denmark,  ant1 --\sia ~ l i n o r l i a v e  been replaced 
b y  new engravings. 

A .SSito;bsis oJ ,%??/zelzfn?:j~
i?c.sirlfs i i s  Pirre Jltrfhc/i~trfics. B y G. 
S. CARK. Lontlon, Prrii-icis Hotlgson. 8'. 

THISvolume of Inore than  nine Iiundretl royal octavo pages is a 
handbool< \vliich must  be exrremely useful to every one engaged in 
either teaching or  applying rn;ltlheriiatics. A s  i ts  title implies, it is 
principally a collection of 1-esults, ntore especially of theorerns and  
formulz .  For  esample, the sectioti tlevotetl to tile integral calcu- 
lus, which comprises niore than one liuniired pages, contains a 
complete synopsis of all the ortIi~i;lr); integt-als, 110th definite a n d  
indefinite, \vitli 111-ief intlications of tile inetliod of (lei-iv~ng thein. 
T h e  staternents a re  models of condei~sat ion,  being a t  once clear a n d  
concise. Especial attention seems to liave been tlevoted to  t h e  
t)~pograpliical arrangement,  \vhich is extrernely clear ; the  words, 
numbers,  antl f o r r n u l ; ~  \\-hich a re  first to catch the eye, and  a re  
principallly to be used, being printed in large, bolt1 type, ~vliile the  
indicatioi?s to be sul~sequently ex:~minrtl a re  in finer type. 

Notv:ithstanding tlie general i:xceilence of the l~ooli ,  it seems 
susceptible of rnany iinpro\.ernents, 1)oth in its plan and  in its tle- 
tails. It cannot tlisplace t h e  text-boolc, nor is it intended t h a t  it 
should : hence it woultl have been well t o  omit all mat te r  for whicli 
the stutlent would naturally g o  to his test-boolc, a s  ~ v e l l  a s  tliat for 
which no boolt is needetl. This  is especially t h e  case with tlie 
chapter  on  elementary geometry, and  with large portions of tlie 

cl ial~ters  on trigonometry, whicli might  have been omitted or great ly 
contlensed \ritliout tlirninisliing the u s e f ~ ~ l n c s s  of the \vorlc. Not-
withstantling tha i  the  brief t le~nonstrat ions a r e  concise in tile es -
treme, many more a r e  give11 thzui 11ar.e any appropriateness in t h e  
hook. I11 most  cases it i5 only tlie result, and not t h e  proof, \vliicln 
the person using the  hoolc will want ,  antl wlien h e  tloes want  the  
latter he \\rill generally lcnoiv where to find it. More space might .  
then, have been tlevotetl to atlvancetl su l~ jec t s ,  which a r e  not suf-
ficiently developed. 

In  detail the defects a r e  very numerous, considering tlie a m o u n t  
of labor anti care wli icl~ seelns to  have heen tlevotetl to  the work.  
T h e  astronomical ant1 1)hj.sical constants a t  the  beginning of t h e  
baolc a r e  so  far from embodying tlie latest results a s  to be  worse  
than useless to any  one wantitig precise values of constants. I n  
the  factor- tal~les it seenls almost 1-idiculous to see a matheniaticiai> 
give zerd a s  the s~na l les t  factor of :I prime nurnljer. I t  slloultl have 
been unity, if given a t  all ; but Rurclchartlt's plan of indicating prime 
i lulnl~ers l ~ y  a clash is ~ n u c h  more convenient. Among tlie subjects  
insufficiently treated a re  regular solids (no mention is made  of sym- 
polar relations), trigonometric series, antl de te r~ninants .  W h a t  is 
given of tlie calculus of variat io~ls  might a s  well have been omitted 
entirely. 

T h e  term ' eliillinalit ' being almost entirely replacetl by ' result-
a n t  ' in mathematical la~lgu;lge, tlie forrner should not  liave been 
usetl to the exclusion of the latter. In Section 1628 a n  invariant is 
describetl a s  nrulti1)lied 11y tlie ~ u o d u l u s  of transformatioil, wlien in 
fact  the co-efhcient ma>- be any potver of tha t  modulus. I n  Sec-
tion 1637, Cor. 2, it is s tated,  tliat, i f  any  quadric is resolvable into 
t\\-o factors, the discriminant vanishes. Hut this is not t rue of t h e  
binary quadric, whicli is the most common one. 

iVe  sho~il t l  naturally suppose tliat great  care had been taken in 
tlie printing : it i5 therefore surprising to  see in ecjuation (4) of 
Gauss 's  trigonometric formulz ,  11. 190, ' c o s  & c,' 111-inted in bolt1 
type, instcatl of ' s in  4 r.' 

T h e s e  defects a re  not to be consitleretl a s  rilaterially de t rac t i i~g  
from the value of a most excellent piece of worlc, \vhich slioultl be-
~velcometl 1)y all teachers of mathelnatics. S ,  N. 

ONE method of tlisposing of tlie surplus water  of the hlissis- 
sippi River tliat has been proposetl lias bee11 to construct a n  outlet f o r  
the  flootl-water tlirougli 1,aIce Royne. Capt. S. S. Leacli, Corps of 
Engineers, forrnerly secretary of the  Mississippi Commission, ex- 
plained to the Senate Comtnittee on the Improvement of t h e  hlissis- 
sippi Iiiver, last Sziturtlay, \vhy this plan is not feasible; in fact, h e  
characterized it a s  preposterous. I-Ie said tha t  such a n  outlet would 
increase the velocity of the river a t  Neiv Orleans by at  least twenty- 
five per cent. Already it requires the best engineering slcill to pre- 
vent tlie banks at  that  point from i ~ e i n g  ~vashe t l  into tlie river. If 
tlie velocity of the  flow shoultl be  increased twenty-tive per cent ,  h e  
saitl, no  espendittirc: of nionep woultl iriake them retain their place. 
Captain Leacli also explained the  plan upon which tlie hlississippi 
River Co~nniission is now \vorliing. H e  est i~i lated that  a systern 
of levees frorn the  inouth of the  river to  the  heat1 of navigation, 
protecting all points that  need additional protection, \vill cost three 
million dollars, antl that  thirty millions would be  needetl to establish 
a ten-foot channel through the  s a m e  letigth of the river. 

- -The  Hytirographic OFfice h a s  received a number of reports  of 
peculiar colorings of the sea, of which the following a r e  t h e  tilost 
interesting. T h e  captain of the  British steamer ' I<;rtl-ileen ' reports ,  
tliat April 23, latitutle 3G0 25' north, longitutle 48O 10' \vest, h e  
passeti through about  five miles of c!iscoloretl water. It had t h e  
appearance of sulphur floating on the  sur-face. 'I'lie captain of the  
Anlerican bark  ' John  J. Marsh ' says, tha t  April 27, in latitutle 35" 
34' ~ lor t l i ,  loiigitude 7 4 O  50' west, his ship passetl tlirougli a p a t c h  
of water  a s  lvhite a s  milk, the  edge of which was  distinctly mariteti, 
and vvhicli w a s  not phosphorescent. 'I'lie extent of it \vas a b o u t  
three tniles in longitude and five miles in latitutle. H e  fount1 n o  
bottom by sounding a t  thirty-five fathorns. T h e  slcy was  clear, 
antl tlie s tars  shone brightly, a t  tlie time. T h e  officers of t h e  
British stearner ' Lero ' report, that  April 25, in latitude 35' 04 
north, longitude 58O 16' west, their ship passed through a xvitle 


