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the banshee. I t  is of soine interest to see how a good matter-of- 
fact fisherman lias deprlvetl thelegend of ' Gray Man's Isle' of all that 
is  wonderful. Tlie book IS of considerable importance as  showing the 
reniarlcable transforination which legentls undergo under the in- 
fluence of rrlotlern ideas. 

A ilFlrnunZ of i;rrrnznn Prq'ifiles r r i i i f  S7tfixcs. By J. S. ULACK-
WELT,. New York, tIoit. 1 6 ~ .  

,.1LIE present coilectioi~ of German prefixes is designed as  a prac- 
tical aid to stucients of German, and meets this purpose very well. 
I t  gives to tlie student a clearer sense of the meaning of many 
Geririall words than even thc best dictionaries can (lo. The  man- 
ual is founcletl principally on Santlers's ant1 Griinm's tlictionaries of 
the German language. Tlie meaning of each prefix antl suftix is 
defined very clearly ; and tlie slight I-ariations of sense conveyeti by 
suiCises -as  -?>I(~SS&and - ~ c I ; ~ ~ s s ,  -are shown or -2eLj1 antl -ch'2~11 
by \li~t'll-seiectetl examples. As  the boolc is clesignecl for practical 
purposes, no attenipt has been inatle to give tlie etymology of the 
prefixes ant1 suflixes. 'l'lie nianual will be of great value to stu-
dents oi German. 

~L'?*zi~~.~jlcsr r n r d  F'?-nci;.'i.c (JJ~lfur(rl~;t;~.Gjr E% F; I< I EL GIr . 2 1 ~N 

R ~ B I X ~ O X .Boston, Silver, Rogers, & Co. 12". $1.50. 

7'111sIVOI k by the ~jresitleiit of Brown iJni\.e~.sity consists of tlie 
lectures wliich lie has gi\.en in past years to his classes in ethics, 
and, as  a text-11oolc on the science, it has sorne decidetl ~nerits .  
T h e  style is gooti, to begin with, hcing clear and  direct, antl free 
frorii ostentation. The  author is good-temperetl also ; and though 
he  sometimes criticises otlier thinkers, and expresses his dissent 
from then1 in decidetl tcrms, he treats them all with eminent fair- 
ness. ?'lie book opens with a. preliminary discussion of the object 
and scope of ethics; thcn follow a series of chapters on conscience, 
moral law, the \\.ill, the ultimate g ro i~nd  of obligation, antl other 
.topics in the theory of riiorals; ant1 a Ilricf account of the leading 
duties of nian closes the ~ o l u m e .  T h e  chapter on the ultimate 
grountl of obligation is, of course, tlie most important of all ; and 
we are ohligecl to say that we  do not find it satisfactory. Dr. 
Robinson examines tlie various thcories that have been propounded 
by other writers, including the intuitional, the utilitarian, ant1 others, 
all of which he rejects for one reason or another, ant1 then gives it 
a s  his own view that the ultimate ground of moral oltligation is to 
be  found in the nature of Got1 as  a perfectly righteous being. But, 
surely, if we have no grountl of obligation in our own souls, if such 
ground exists only in the nature of God, we can have no means of 
knowing that Got1 is righteous. If the ground of right antl duty is 
in God's nature alone, then when we say that  God is righteous, we 
can only mean that he always acts according to his own nature ; 
\vhich might with equal truth be predicated of every thing else in 
the  universe. W e  do not think that Dr. Robinson has contributed 
any thing to the solution of the fundainental ethical problem; ant1 
there are other points in his work to which objections might easily 
be  raised. Yet it contains i l~ucli  that is suggestive ; and it will 
doubtless.t)e useful to students and also for popular reading. 

A P1z:~tory qf 1)oI~f~'CalE c o / Lo~~.JOHN KZLLS INGRXII.By 
'CYlth preface by E .  J. James. New York, hIacmillan, 188s. 
so. 

A HISTORY of political economy in the English language was 
xndoubtedly needed, for the esist i~ig works on the suhject were 11y 
no means satisfactory. W e  have nlany good histories of practical 
.economy in its various branches ; but a good history of economic 
theories, such as  Mr. Ingram here undertrrkes to give us, has long 
been a desideratu~n. 111 ~i?any respects this treatise is excellent. 
T h e  author shows a very wide acquaintance with the literature of 
the subject in all the leacii~ig languages, and he lias evidently given 
a great deal of study to all the various schools. I-le sitetches in 
brief the course of economic thought in ancient and me t l i~va l  times, 
but agrees with all otlier writers in recognizing economic science as  
strictly a product of modern times. H e  remarks that the mercan-
tile system was the natural outgrowth of certain social conditions 
acting on unscientific minds, and then proceeds to trace the origin 
and  progress of scientific economics, beginning with the physiocrats 
and other writers of the eighteenth century. The  leading contrib- 
utors to the science are all passed in review, and the works of 
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most of tliern well characterized. Unfortunately, however, hlr. 
Ingrani is an  extreme partisan of the historical school ; and his 
partisanship has let1 him to untlerestimnte the work of some of the  
great English writers, especially of Malthus, Ricardo, and Mill, 
whose defects lie sees far more clearly than their merits. W e  find 
no fault \vith the author for treating his subject from the stand- 
point of his own school ; but then he o ~ ~ g l i t  to (lo it in good temper, 
and without that irl-itation against men of opposite views wliicli this 
boolc sorneti~nes exhibits. Nevertheless, the work contains much 
valuable information, ant1 will fill a useful place. 

T h e  .Stzcdy of Politics. Ry Wr~r.lsar 1'. A,I.ICINSON. I<oston, 
Roberts. 16O. ;o cents. 

'THIS little work is the introduction to a course of lectures on 
constitutional history, delivered by the author a t  the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology. Wha t  particular benefit its l)ublic:ttion 
will confer upon the general public we are unable to see. :The 
boolc is written in bad ternper throughout, \vith constant inuendoes 
against the men ant1 classes with whom the author disagrees. It 
is irlaiiily tlevotetl to practica! politics antl the duties of citizenship, 
with very little in i t  that can be  called scientific. Moreovel; what 
Mr. .4tkinson says bout the corruption of public life a i ~ d  tlie duty 
of good citizens to engage in political worlc has been said so often 
by the ne\xrspapers in all parts of the country, that its repetition in 
a booit at  this late (lay seems to be unnecessary. If, instenti of 
such matter a s  this, XIr. Atltiuson had given us  an  introtluction to 
the political ant1 social sciences antl to the proper inode of stutlying 
them, his work would have been of far more value. 

A JFa'irlzjtaZuf Phj~siolqgl. R Te.rt-Book.lfor .Sit~d~~?iis ,lI.Iedicirze.
of 
, By GERALD F. YEO, k1.D. j d  ed. Philadelphia, Blakiston. 

12". $3. 

YEO'S manual was originally written to supply an  elementary 
treatise on ph;.siology for the series of students' manuals issuetl by 
this firrri of publishers. Professor Yeo has succeetled in supplying 
a book which is well adapted to the wants of ~netlical stutients. 
I i e  has fully carrietl out the task \vhich he undertook; viz., to avoid 
theories which hnve not borne the test of tirne, and such details of 

net hods as  are unnecessary for junior students. H e  has also 
omitted the history of the progressive steps in the growth of physi- 
ological science and the names of authorities, all of which woultl 
be  but confusing to the student. In doing this he has talten care not 
to omit any important facts that are necessary to a clear under- 
standing of the priilcil)les of ,physiology. l'he first edition, \vliich 
appeared in 1884,being eshaustetl, a secontl has been prepared in 
which all important advances have been noted. T h e  principal 
change which we observe is the entire revision of the chapters on 
the central nervous system, and their fuller iliustratio~i by means 
of drawings of the microscol~ical structure of the spinal cord. Yeo's 
manual has from the first stootl III the front rank, but this recent 
edition will cause it to occupy a still higher position among the 
manuals of physiology. 

Edzz/ccztio~z ziz Btzvaritr. By Sir PHILIPMAGNLTS. New York, 
Industrial Education ..\ssociation. 1 2 ~ .  

\YE hear a great deal about education in Germany, and not un- 
frequently overlook the fact that in matters of co~~siderableimpor-
tance the practice of the several German states is at  variance. 
Prussia usually serves as  the model for the rest, ant1 but little atten- 
tion is tlirected to I3a\raria, Baden, \Vurterni~erg, and Saxony. As  
a member of the late Royal Cornmission on Technical Instruction, 
Sir Philip Magnus was led to malte a careful esarnination of the 
educational practice in Ravaris, and it has been deemed of sufficient 
importance to be published as the second number of the Educa- 
tional Nonograph Series. Mr. Magnus suggests that the title is 
somewhat too general for the subject of ~vliich his paper treats ; 
for his main object has been to show his English antl American 
readers what is meant hy a 'school system ' in which each element 
bears a definite relation to all the others. T h e  Bavarian school sys- 
tem is a typical one of these, in which organization and interde-
llendence are p~lshecl as  far a s  they will go. T h e  plan of the sys- 
tem is made very clear by an  illustrative diagram. 'The paper is 
extremely conipact, antl does not lend itself to ailridgment or con- 


