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T h e  Soul, or Rat ional  Psychology. BY E~IANUEL BORG.SWEDEN 
T r .  by Frank Sewall. New York, New Church Roard of Publ. 
8". $3. 

THEoriginal of this work is in Latin, and it remained in manu-
script for a century before it was published ; and now, after some 
forty years more, we have a translatioil of it in English. I t  is hard 
to see, however, what useful purpose the book can be nlade to 
serve. I t  is true that  the present interest in psychological 
studies is great, and men engaged in them are glad to receive help 
from any quarter. Rut they will not ge t  any help from Sweden- 
borg, olving to the unscientific character of his work. Every one, 
whether he knows much of Swedenborg or not, has heart1 of him 
a s  a mystic and as  the founder of a religioussect. No\ir, mysticism, 
as  Mill somewhere remarks, consists in attributing outward reality 
to the creations of our own fancy ; and that this is the method of 
Swedenborg, a few examples of his work will show. H e  assumes 
that  we possess a lower mint1 or a??linzts,a rational mind or nze;.zs, 
and a soul or nnillzn, and these are perpetually spoken of by him 
as  if they Ivere tlistinct entities. Precisely how he  does regard 
them it is impossible to say, for his expression is obscure ; but the 
following passage from the appendix to the present work, and which 
is taken from another of his treatises, presents his doctrine briefly 
in his own words : " T h e  first of the organs is the spirituous 
fluid, or soul, whose office it is to represent the universe, to have in- 
tuition of entls, to be conscious, and principally to determine. The  
next organ under the soul is the mind, whose onice it is to untler- 

work. Chief among these is the early acquaintance of children 
with the dangers of alcohol, -a topic ridiculously overd~awn.  In  
brief, this handbook aims to put together, in a style apt to attract 
the uninformetl reader, the views of childhood now consitlered a s  
most satisfactory; taking much from the  tlevelop~nent known a s  
' infant psychology,' piecing in somewhat of child-lore and anthro- 
pology, and systematizing much of such information a s  is often 

stand, to think, and to will. T h e  third in order is tlie icizi?~zz~s, 
whose office it is to conceive, to imagine, and to tlesire " (p. 357). 
Besides all these 'organs,' he speaks of something which he calls 
t he  ' pu re  intellect,' his description of which is so obscure that we 
confess ourselves unable to undel.stand what he means by the term. 
T h e  translator of the work thinks it is entitled to credit for recog- 
nizing the part played by the brain and the body generally in con-
nection with mental phenomena; but; unfortunately for this view, 
Swedenborg's anatomy and physiology are quite as  fantastic as  his 
psychology. Thus,  at  the very beginning of his book, he untler-
takes to explain " the successive formation of the blood-vessels from 
the simple fibre," and he begins as  follows :-

" T h e  simplest fibreis the form of forms, or that which forms the 
other fibres succeeding in ortler. T h e  siniplest fibre by its circum- 
flexion forms a certain perpetually spiral surface, or membrane, 
which is itself the secontl, the medullary or nervous fibre of the 
body, antl is simply a little channel constructed from the simplest 
fibre, but, together with the fluitl which permeates it, constituting a 
libre. . . . This fibre, when it falls into the provinces of the botly, 
again forms a kintl of little glantl not 11nlike the cortical, from which 
proceeds the bodily fibre, ant1 this forms the little tunic which in- 
folds the arterial vessels " (p. 3). And there is much more of the 
same sort. Now, those who believe Swetlenborg to have been a 
divinely inspired teacher may perhaps accept such doctrines a s  
these antl such methods a s  their author employs ; but to other per- 
sons his book will be chiefly interestirig as  an  example of the aber- 
rations of the human intellect. 

Ch/WhooiZ: i t s  Care trnd CuZtzdre. By MARY AI,I,EN WEST. 
Chicago, \.liornan's Temp. Publ. Assoc. 8 O .  

I N  estimating the value of such a work a s  this, the public for 
which it is intended is a prime consideration. T h e  scientific man 
will find little in it likely to attract him, and what there is he can 
find in a better shape else~vhere. Rut the majority of manliintl are 
not of a scizntific turn of mind, antl, as  they have the practical 
problem of educating their own chiltlren before them, it is both 
natural ant1 advisable that they should have prepared for them a 
general treatise on the nature of childhood, answering a want anal- 
ogous to that satisfied by worlis on home medicine. T h e  spirit in  
which such worlis are written is always a reflex of the movement 
appealing most strongly to the leatlers of culture. I t  is not tliffi-
cult to trace in this large volume the influence of new and to agreat  
extent better views upon such questions as  the moral training of 
.he young by means of the every-day usages of society, the  proper 
dressing of children, the dangers surrounding them a t  critical 
stages in their development, and so on. Some rather objectionable 
features that  a re  also new have likewise found their way into the 

found in a magazine like Blahyhoori. In doing this there are many 
mistakes, some serious antl some no t ;  but, on the whole, the work 
leaves one with the impression that it is more remarkable that it is  
not less satisfactorily perforn~ed than that it is not more so. T h e  
chief characteristic that marks off such a treatise from a scientific 
one, is that the former brings in so rnuch irrelevant matter : it is not 
false, not uninteresting, but out of place. However, there is un- 
doubtetlly a taste for works of this Iiintl, and we ought to be satis- 
fied if they are no worse than this. 

L Z ~ Pof Tho??zns 13o$fii?zs Gnlltrz/iZet. By his son, EDWARD 
MINLR GALLAUDFA'. New York, Holt. 12'. 

THISbook is an interesting account of a worthy antl useful man. 
It is written with filial reverence and affection, but, so far as we  can 
judge, without undue bias ; and the story is well told. Mr. T .  H. 
Gallaudet was  the founder of deaf-mute instruction in America, 
and the principal interest of his biography a ~ i s e s  from this fact. 
Few among the charitahle or etlucational improvements of modern 
times are more important than that which has enabletl persons 
\vithout the sense of hearing, to cornmunicatewith their fellow-men ; 
and, though hlr. Gallautlet was not the inventor of the system, he 
was the principal agent in introducing it into this country. It was, 
during the second decade of this century that he became interested 
in the subject, while he was a theological student at  Antiover, and, 
at  the request of a number of other persons i ~ h o  11ecame interested 
with him, he abandoiieil the itlea of entering the ministry, an(! 
started for London to learn the methods in use in the school for 
deaf-mutes established there. T o  his surpl-ise, however, he fount! 
that the teaching of deaf-mutes in England was a virtual monopoly 
in the hands of a certain family, the members of which refuseti t o  
allow hirn to learn the system, lest their interest shoultl thereby 
suffer. After trying for soinr time in rain to induce them to ch:rnge 
their rnind, or to ol~tain any means whatever of learning their sys-
t e ~ nof teaching, he went to I'aris, where he reatlily ohtainetl access 
to the information he wanted at  the Royal School for Deaf-IlIutes. 
Returning as  soon a s  he had qualifiet! himself, he  opened the first 
school of the kind in this country at  I-lartfot.d, Conn., in 1817, and 
continuetl for many years to preside over it as  its principal. IHis 
tluties, however, \\-ere sorneivhat arduous, antl his relations \vith the 
tlirectors were not always harmonious ; and after a while he re- 
signed his position. During the rest of his life he was  engaged in 
various charitable and educational enterprises. H e  ruarried one of 
his own deaf-mute pupils, and there is abundant evitience in these 
pages that she became an excellent wife antl motlher. His son, tlie 
author of this biography, is continuing his father's \ ~ o r k ,  be~i ig  no\\- 
the president of the Xational College lor Deaf-hiiltes in XYashing- 
ton. During the present year the (leaf-mutes of the country \\.ill 
erect a statue of the eltler Gallaudet on the grountls of the collegc 
at  JVashington, - a tribute to his memory that is well tieserved. 

Ale Ea-$ltrnai!ory D/;i.c~sf ' ~ J f ~ z ~ ~ z ~ t r lof Projcssor Fa,7uct*2'f's oJ PoZi2'- 
icnl  Eco?zoiiq~.' By CYRILA. WATEI:~. Xe\v TiorE, Mac-
millan. I zO.  70 cents. 

T H I S  little booli is intentletl chiefly for those stutlents 1v11o are 
preparing for exaininatio~l in Professor F a ~ ~ c e t t ' s  \vork in tile Eng-  
lish schools and colleges, ancl for this purpose it seems to be wel! 
adaptetl. It fills some eighty pages, and gives an escelle~lt summery 
of the original work in clear and intel1igil)le language, tile more 
important doctrines and arguments being given in many cases very 
nearly in Professor Fa~rce t t ' s  own wortls. T h e  original work is in 
Ixany respects one of the best of tlie shorter treatises on the science, 
hut it contains some doctrines that are not accepted n o n  by the 
majority of thinkers, that of the wages fund being the most impor- 
tant. Mr. Waters objects occasionally to some of Fawcett's views, 
and indicates one or two tleficiencies in the professor's work ; but 
he says nothing on the subject of the wages fund. Fawcett 's  
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