
As the Stanley relref expedition niaker it un-
necessary to send another expedition to the relief 
of Captain Casati, the Milan Societii cl'esljlorazione 
coillnlerciale in Africa has changed its plans, and 
h?s sent two of Tippo-Tip's lnen to Ua>-o~o, bear-
ing letters of credit for Cnsati to the ~ni~sionary 
and trading stations on the route. Thus C'asati 
will be enabled to return from Unyoro to Zanzibar. 
and it  is probable that in this way Ernin Bey xvill 
be inforiiiecl of Stanley's attempt to reach him. 

It is stated in Pett-r?1zcct2,~'s for Nay L1fitteilzc?zye~~ 
that theGeru~anBeichstaq hasal3propriated 130,000 
marks (about $36,000) for tlie continuatioil of ex-
plorations in Africa. IVhile forrllpr al~l~rol)riatiolls 
were used for the expeditions of the Gelman- 
African society, the oove~nn~enthas resol1 ed to 
use the pre>ent appropriation for tlie exploration 
of the German i~cissessions in Africa. Lieut. R. 
Kund, the esl)lorer of the Lrtkenye, ill be sent 
to I<arner~ui, to penetrate from that point into the 
interior, ~ ~ h i c h ,  on acco~uit of tbellostility of the 
natives, has been hitherto inaccessible. 

A. ron Dankelrnann has rednced the barometri- 
cal obser~ations of R. I<und, and cornpared thein 
with those obtained from the obserrations of roil 
F~anqois, Dr. Rdttner, slid yon i\lec110~v. As 
stated in Peternzn?z)~'sUiftezlulzgel~,he coneiders 
the height of Stanley Pool (900 feet) ancl of San 
Salraclor (1.800 feet) reliable. Tlie rivers Knango, 
Kuilu, Sanlruru, and Lnlxenje are fram 1,030 to 
1,300 feet above sea-level, the veste era r i r e ~ hbeing 
the more elevated. This fact shons that these 
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monnlains of that region, and determined the 
pobit~ons of nuillerous places by aatrorion~ical ob- 
sen ations. He is going to risit the sources of the 
Essequibo before leturnin8 to France. 

The expedition of Dr. I<.I on den Steinen, be- 
fole leaving the coast of Biazil, made some 
anthropologtcal and ethnological researches aillong 
tlie Sarnbucp~sin the province of Sants Cath- 
ar i~la(Gnzetfe ge'ogv., May 12). The conlpany in- 
tendecl to stal t for the heaJ waters of the Xtngu 
on the ?c! of JIay. I l though etl~nological strtdies 
are the main objects of the expedition, Xessrs. 
Gervaivo Ninus Phis  aiicl Xoreira cle S ~ l v a  I i a ~ e  
accompanrecl it for the purpo2e of malnng geo- 
logical obse~vatioas. 

,\TOTE,S AdSD - ' iETT IS .  

THE sessels of the U. S. coast survey are now 
locatecl as f o l l o ~ ~ s  : the Rache left Key \Test JIay 
24,and arri: ecl a t  S e n  Porlz last Tuesday, where 
she n ill fit out for worli in Vineyard S o ~ n d: the 
Gedney left Ken- Tork May 30 for morlr 013 the 
coast of Maine : the 015 mpla is n o ~ v  at  work 011 
the coqst of Washington Tellitor1 ; the Enclen~ or 
is no^^ on the Loi~isiana coast, but will close its 
work this ~veek ancl proceeil to Sem Yorlr, Jar. 
F. TIT.  Perkins, ~ v h o  has been on the steamel 
Hitchcock on the coast of Louiblaaa, has dismissecl 
his party, and will be in IVashington until June 
13 ; A1r. J. H. Turner hai been ordered to Salt 
Lalie City, and wlll continue the work on the 
triangnlntion of the 39th parallel ; Captail1 BOU- 

rivers i a n  t h ~ o u g h  an extensi~e plmn, into ~ h i c l ~  
they have cut their beds. 

i\rezc Gz~iizerc. 
TVe learn from the Proceedings of the Royal 

geographical society for 31ay that the government 
of Victoria is preparing to send out :A well-
equipped expedition to explore the O~veiz Stanley 
Mountains from Port Xoresby. and has o E e ~  ed the 
leadership to the nlan of all others best ab!e to 
carry so difficult an undertaki~ig to a .ucces~fnl 
issue : namely, the Rev. J. Chalrners. d g ~ a l l t  
of tell t l i ~ u ~ a n d  dollars has been made tom-ards 
the cost of the expedition, and further contribn- 
tions are expected. 

A?nericcc. 
Chaffanjon writes fi.om Cindad Bolirar to the 

Geogra1)hical society of Paris (Con~p t ."~elcd.,Yo. 
9)  that the success of his expedition to the sources 
of the Orinoco \\-as complete. His companions, 
Inclians from the Naguiritares and Bares tribes, 
mere so mucl-I afraid of the Guaharibas, who ~ n -  
habit tlle region about the head waters of the 
Orinoco. that he had the greatest clifficulty in in- 
ducing then1 to folloxv him. He explored the 

telle has gone to St. Paul, %tinn., to organize a 
party under the direction of Professor Hoag of the 
Universrty of Minnesota, for ~naking a tr~angula- 
tion surt ey of the state The nork mill begin be- 
tween St. Pan1 and Fort Snelling. 

-The Amer~can fisheries iociety began its an- 
n11a1 seqsion in JVasllington last Tuesday. There 
was a large attendance of tlie members. The fol- 
lowing are the oEcers of the society : presiclent, 
Dr. IT7. 11. Hudson, Hartforcl, Conn.; vice-presl- 
dent, 55'. L. Nay, Fremont, Xeb.; treasurer, E. 
G. Blaclif orcl, Brooklyn, N.T. ; record~ng secre- 
tary. Fred Mather, Cold Spling Harbor, N.T.: 
c?rresponding secretary, Tv. A. Butler, jun., De-
troit, 3iich. Prof. 'CV.0. Atwater of the \JTealey- 
an u n i ~  ersity presented a paper on "The chemi- 
cs4 changes proclucecl in ojsters in floating, ancl 
their effect upon their ~ i u t r i t i ~  e 1 alue." Mr. I<. 
Ito, snperinteadent of the fisheries of northern 
Japan, spoke upon the nlethoils of fishing in 
Japaa as compared with Anlerican methods. 

-The fifteenth annual session of the Amer~can 
soc~et j  of mechanical engineers began in ?Vash-
ington on Tuesda~ ,  AIay 31, orer seven hundrecl 



members being present. The secretary, Xr. F. 
R. IIutton, presented the report of the council, 
~ ~ ~ h i c h  Stephen W. Balcl-stated that througl~ 1111.. 
win the society hacl gai~lecl possession of much of 
the expert apparatus helonging to the late Nr. 
John C. Hoaclley of Bost011. 

-The second field-meeting of the Indiana 
acadeniy of science was held at Vavelancl, Nont- 
goniery couaty, Inci., Xay 19 and 20.  The first 
clay was clevotecl to the exl?loratio~l of the rugged 
sides of Sugar Creek in the vicinity of ' Shades 
of Death.' In the erening, Dr. T. C. 3Ienden- 
hall, presiclent of Rose polvtechnic institute, de- 
livered an adilress on . Weather-predictions.' The 
second day was clerotecl to an excurpion to Pine 
Hills, a picturesque region along Sugar Creek. 
The evening exercises consi~teil of a general dis- 
cussion of the natural history of the localities 
~ i s i t ed .  Over t l i~r ty ~ n e m h e ~ s  Thewere present, 
meeting rx-as in ewry may a success. The coni- 
niittees which macle the arrangelxents are deserv- 
i ~ i g  of much credit for the way in which their 
arrangenlents vere  carried out. The next meet-
ing xx7ill he held at  Illdiallapolis late in December. 

-The dniericnn institute of electrical engi- 
neers lvas orgnnizecl a t  New 3.-ork City on >lay 
13, 188-1. I t  was the intention of i:s f ~ n n d e r s  to 
establishB national oro.ai:ization cf high character, 
which should he in el-ery respect worthy of the 
support of Inlerican electrical engineers. In  
order to enhaace its ~laefulness to tlle electrical h a -  
ternity, a cleterminecl effort was made at  the an-
nual and general meetings just past, to ~ u r c h a s e  a 
building in New YorB City, which is to be, v h a t  
the title of the society implies, the ' American 
institute cf electrical engineers.' This ulorement 
has been uncler consideration fnr three Fears past, 
a standi~ig committee having been previously ap- 
pointecl for the work clt~ring the first term of Pres. 
Norvin Green. A 4 m o ~ gthe iml)ortant features of 
the institute will be an electrical library and a 
museum, to which, i f  space permits, an experi-
mental laboratory may be added. Suitable ac-
conlmodations \\-ill be provicled for collricil and 
general meetings and the entert'ainment of mem-
bers and their guests. and the house will be open 
a t  all reasonable hours. The work already ac-
complished is shown by the contents of the three 
yearly volnniesof Transactions. These, hower.er, 
will be surpassed by the rolume now in press, 
which completes the record of the institute up to 
i\Iay, 1887. 

- In Bulletin No. 26, iesuecl recently from the 
department of zoology and enton.~ology of the 
1lichigan agricultural college, on p. 6, a typo-
graphical error n~alies the proper proportioil of 

Pa+ green or London purple to \rater, for spray- 
ing apple-tlees for the codling-moth, to be one 
pound of Paris green to two gci1101zs of IT-ater ; 
whereas the proportion shonld be one pound of 
Paris green or Loritlon p~urple to tn-o barrels, or 
one htuldred galloni, of nater. 

-We learn from the ,\'rrtz~l-zc.isse~zschnftliche 
Rzr?zc7schaziof 31ay 21 that 011 May 3 and4 the curves 
of tlie baiographs a t  Berlin slio\ved suclden changes 
of the atmospheric pressure \vhich could not be 
acconnted for by m~teorological phenomena. 
This fact is of intelest as  being coincident with 
the Sonora earthquake. Ton Bezold, who men-
tioned t h ~ s  matter in the Physical society of Ber- 
lin 011 Ma1 6, calls to nzincl the fact that the ernp- 
tion of Krakatoa on Bug. 27, 1888, was also 
acconlpanied by sudden cha11gt.s of the atmos-
pl~eric pressure in E u r ~ p e .  

-Porter &Z Coates announce a new edition of 
' Amateur pholographer,' with tx~7o new chapters 
on paper negatives ancl microscopic photography, 
by Ellersl~e Wallace, jun. 

-Bota~listsowe Professors Farlon. and Trelease 
a debt of gratitude for the publication of their 
bibliography of North ilnlericalr fungi in the &lay 
nunlber of the Na~carclzi7ziversitg Dztlleti?~.,just 
issued. It contains a list of such works on North 
Xnlericall fungi (excluding the Schizolnycetes as 
belonging rather to the departlilent of medicine 
t'han to botally proper) as are of greater or less 
value to ~rorlring botanists. I t  ia the first list of 
the kind yet puhlisbeci, and mill show that the 
general belief of those not specialistsin this branch 
of Isotany, that little has been twitten on Xorth 
American mycology, is by no means correct. 
I t  inclucles a very large number of papers of a 
~ o p u l a r  and indefinite character relating to fungi 
not specifically named which are scattered through 
various agricultural, horticnltural, and other jour- 
~ ia l s; the entries are in all cases accompanied by 
brief descriptive notes, which acids greatly to the 
value of the list ; i t  contains also, when procur- 
able, the place and date of birth of the authors 
include~l in the list. The most prolific author 
noted is 31. C. Coolre, whose papere, including 
those published with other persons, nulnber 'il ; 
other prolui~lent authors are J. B. Ellis (50), W. 
G. Fa,rlow @I), and 11.J. Berkeley (30). Probably 
the complete list mill contain more than seven 
hnadred entries, of which nearly one-half are 
girt11 in  the present instalment, which reaches 
the letter H. 

- In  Science for Mar 20, p. 181,first colunin, 
seconcl line, ' phenomenon ' should read ' phe-
nomenon in dssyrian.' 
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