
tent to Et~gland (and England 11~3 forty thousand 
blind), the vi~stness of this philanthropic work will 
be apparent. Mr. Mntray noted the actual sounds 
uvcl i n  qpeaking Chinese. and sncceedc.il in re-
ducing these to Eoirr hunilred, each being r+pre- 
serlted by a differrnt arrallgement of dots. He 
tried his first experinlent on a blincl begcar t:tlien 
from tile streets, %n<l in ?isu ecks tailgirt the boy 
t:) read, and exen to write R little. The fanw of 
this 'x~~erirne~tt  spread, :trtrl yuliils crowded soon 
to he taught. Thcb system was extended to in- 
rluile rllltcic ~ n i i  to tldapr itself to the -various 
dialects, -110 meall taclr, hince tlle Jlihle tnu.st be 
printecl in eight difli.rent sers cl~aractcrs to  he 
understood all titrorrqh China. 

IT i 5  shtecl In Uopenhaqen, says 11~t?i?'rof 
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is only loose ice under tile coast. Tbe west ice of 
B a l k  Bay can be rros-eci no st easily near Cape 
TValsinyham nud Cape Kxter, --the rniiIdle water 
of the whaler<. This ~~lrcnomenon 1s easily ac- 
counted far : on tho s t ra~ghtor concave coaat the 
ice is p)lessctl a q ~ i a r t  tlie Iautl, ~ l l i l e  oil the 
point; there is room foi  it to spread out. There 
are mallr quei;tloni of great interest to be sol\ ed 
on thiJ c0a.t.- the rxtent of tile inlar?cl ice, x t ~ ;  
exploration of the enorrnous sounds of Scored, 
Land an6 I i i n ~TS'illiam Land, and the nortl-trrn 
limit of nran. On iii5 .iisit to East Greenland, 
Scores1)y wet Hslzinros in lntitilrle TOo t~ortll. T l t ~  
Gertnan eup'clitiol; of 1869 '70 found the ruins 
of tltelr a t  fnrtl~cst pdinr reaclietll ~ o u s t ~ ~tile 
&Ian\? factr make il probnl>le that the Es;l:imos 
trdvellcil xrountl tile nottll point of Greealauri ; 
and tli~refore a siridp ~jithe mo.t nortliern tribes 
of the east toart i s  of ~tdrticnlar itlteup,t from a n  
ethnoloyiral polat c~f rlew, and lot the decisioir on 

JIay 5, illat an \\,ill i l t q ~ a t ~ I ~ e d~ x p e r l i t l ~ n  lie the i'casil~iilty ot t i ~ e  explorntioa of the nort!i 
late tlii. snmlrler hg Herr 1%. Garnil. trle equipper 
of the Dijmpl~na expeclition of 1882, tq) the north- 
east coast of C+reenIand. It is Itopeti that the ex- 
pk0rers may- reach a liigl~er latitrtde thall that at-
tained by Lieute~ixrtt Iiolm in 1P91. The expe- 
dition 1vil1 bc colrimandecl b j  Lieutenant IIor- 
gaard. who in 1882 comm:in~?ctl the Dijn~plma. 

I t  will lie rrmembeiecl that I-Tolm niadc a suc-
ccqsful exploration of the enit coast as  far as lati-
tude BGo 20' nort21 in 1884 and 1F8S. B e  started 
f tom the west copit it1 ~ . e v e ~ a l  Eskir~lo boats, and. 
hv tlre help UP thr  n:dives. reacheii tlie fiord of 
Arigm?gs:~iilr. I-Iir ohser~at ior i~ on the ice p l~e-  
tlolnena ot this coast sllorv that the Leo is plolrably 
a a ~ i : a i ~ t ~  Tlivreduring a great part of the year. 
ib little or no ice close to tlic coast in tlre autumn 
and during tlie e:nlp part of winter. In Ja~nia ry  
and E'el~ruary heavj nlasses of ice lie clo-e to  the 
sllor-e. and remain there until late in  npring. 1x1 
J ~ m eor July they Iwgin to  flisappear. fibin these 
observations. it  appe:xrs that, the coast can be 
rcaclied by tesaels late in  the sc:tson. ant1 the new 
exprdition mill probably make use of this experi- 
ence. It is a remarktible fact that in arctic A113eri- 
ett t1toi;e places are rlrost easilj approacltect nhere 
the cvast makes a slight outward tarn, ltile con- 
cal c bends of the roast arc fill\aj-s difficult to ap- 
proac-11. Tllf east coast of Grctalantl n7ns rcncllctl 
by Scoresb;v near Scotesby S o t ~ n d ,anrl h~ Sordeu-
~ k j o l da t  Cxpe D;tu. At both poii~ts the cm-lst 
ulalres a turn. South of Cape Dan we fincl a 
slight conca\-e bend, whiclr is alrvays filler] wit11 
c!oaely 1laclrc.d itv. The same fact may be ob- 
scvved in BnBn Bity anti Datis Strait. The bay 
01 Julianehaab is always full of ice, and tlte laild 
cannot b(5 reached liere, while farther north there 

const of Greenland. 

Actnr?iric to  t11e P~oczedings of the Ro3a1 geo- 
grapliic r l  ,iflciety for 312~.  Sir .%Ii(an Young. tile 
wcll-kno1y.11 arctic r ~ p l o ~ e r ,  lias offertd hi.; ser\ ice;; 
to the ,Iustrnlian colonies to lfnd an especl~tiiia to 
the atitnrctlc r~giolic. L ~ C ~ I I J ~  Sir011 this ot!'er. 
Cirahain Rerr:, Itah i ~ r o u g l ~ t  the question of :I qor-
enmient rrr:3nl tox3 ' t~ils the ~ o n t  of tile cxnterprise 
(stated to be +10,000) befote ille cabtnet, altcl tlre 
matter is fieing n l g ~ dfo~r\r r tdcrrtir a riew t o  the 
1-ewe1 or vewc.15 staltil::: irom Hol)son's Bng in 
Octo:ler or Soverniic\r ncst. Thc ohjcct of tlte es-  
p>edition is to he entlrclg geoginpbl~ al, b r ~ t  inci- 
denially nlnch ad\ antage is expectec? to accrue to 
tlte whalnlg ancl ~c~alirtg intereitc, cvhitxh 11-ould 
profit bp the inforl~rnticrn goineci. IVIiile tl1117 an 
itnportani i'r~rther step has heen rake11 to prolnote 
the ilcstrnlian exlicilltlon, it seeriia that the le- 
ports on Norden~kjol(2's plan? not well 
founded. I t  may bc %fiat he iblnna ran t~~perl i t ion 
to~va~clsthe sontii pole, hut so far no funds are 

available I-or this pulpoee. 


Tile season of aictic trnrrle is also :ipp~oat,hing. 

3Ir. K, 13. Xi)-ilof. a Fiu~niai~ 
e\piorer, nnntlnnce.; 

to the Frerreh geogi.,?phictll si:ci~ty jC1on?pt.? . P I I ~ . ,  


No. 7, 1887) his intentroll to \isit N o ~ a  Zembla. 

Nosilof hna $pent tljroe Fears in  explt>rirlg the 

r~ortliero Urn1 to find a pmcticai)le route to 

Sibella. This n-as clone a t  the esyense of 3fr. 

Ribirialcof, n11o liaq glren rtp hi, intention of 

estahIisl\ing regular hv
commu~i ica t io~~ sea he-
tvveen the Ohi atccl LIrctiaitgel. On liis new ex- 
pedilion, Nosilof jnteatls to lnnlre a tictailed survey 
of the coasts nncl ot the interior, ancl to stnil? ilie 



~novenientsof the ice of tlie Kara Sea. Residee, 
11e intends to btudy the n a t u ~ a l  liistorf and eth- 
nology of that di~trlct.  

In America, Colonel Gilder is going to reqilnie 
l ~ i sworlr. \\.hich was interrnptetl last winter. He 
intends to return to Iludson Baa, and to s t a t  on 
hi.; expedition north wtth Lllr Eslrianos of Wagcr 
Rlrer, m ~ t h  xvhom he bcxcatue \\ell acquainted 
a t  the tirne of SchTatka3i ileclge-journey to Klng 
ITilliarn L~ilrl ,  of which he w.as :t meluber. IIe 
#lopes to be ai-~le to leacia. Iglniilr, in Fury and 
H ~ c l aSt ra~ t ,in the spring of 1838, ancl Lancaster 
Sound in the s u ~ n t ~ i e ror arlt~tinil of the sanie 
year. 

THE department of agriculture has issued a 
paper prepared by Professor Riley, 011 the defolia- 
tion of shade-trees in F\7i~s1~ingto~~. fourThe 
principal leaf-eaters are tho iingorted elm-leaf 
beetle, tlie bag-worm, the white marlred tussock 
moth, and the fall web-worm. The beetle, I'ro- 
fessor Riley says, has done mncli misphief in the 
old world. Jt  was first itl~portecl here in 1837, 
aild its czlrlier destruct i~e attacks were nc:ta'uly 

night later in the season. will prore an effectual 
protection to trees of all kinds." 
- A con~mittce of the As,ociation of Gelnlrzil 

phrsieians Iiaq sent a circular t 3  the t l i ~ ~ c t o r s  of 
all the gymnasia of CTerm;~ny, asking thero to clis- 
suade stud'l~ts f ron~  adopting tlie tiiedical plofes- 
sion L4ccompau-jmg the ci~culnr  ale statiilics 
wbicli slio\r the proportion I~ctween tlie nulliber 
of physicians licenscll e-tch 1ear and the uunlber 
who die 01 letire fro111 llie prufessi?n. 

-- A second edition of 1,:tricaster'a ' Liste cJes 
obscrratoircs et asb~or~ot~ies'des has appeared. 
We are glad to learn tbat t11el.e iq a pro5pecl of 
fnrtl~er eclitions being ]1)nhlist1e11, as they may be 
req~~i redto lreep pace with ofthe c ~ o r e l ~ ~ e n t s  
astronoiners. T h i ~little directory mill be foullc~ 
useful not :mIy by astrononiclrs. but  bool<sellers 
and others n-ho may wish to be put in c o t ~ ~ r i ~ u u i -  
cation \vitIi the astrononlicai world. T l ~ e  index 
contains about a tho~leanil names. 

- Tlni.ner & Co. annoiincac the hrst voluirle of 
the ' Reports of the Archeological surxey of 
soutliern India, the ,knixr5\ ati  ancl Jagpa? yapeta 
Butldliist Sttipas,' h ~ -Jantrs Burgeqs, director-gen- 
eial of the Arcll~ological stirvey of Iitrlil : to-

al~out  Kaititl~ore auil Nen- Jersey. The b a g - ~ r o r ~ ngether wit11 ti a n s c r i ~ t ~ c ) ~ ~ r ,  a a J  elucl- tr~~nslations, 
for two or three years has been on the illcrease 
in  special localities in Washington. S?,cal<ing 
of the enemies of these wcrms, he saps: "The 
:pellet3 ' ol  a ~creech-om1 Ccuntl in the viciniiy of 
B:~Itiiilore con?isted appa,rerltly almost entirely of 
the hairs of these caterpill:~ru, proring thtit this use- 
ful bird has done good service. Perhnl~othe state- 
rrient may be of interest tiial this little owl is get- 
ting nruch inore col~lnlor~ inin {,he vicinity of ciLi(>s 
which tile English sparrow has beconic nllineroiis, 
and t,hat the irnportcd bird.; will !?nil in this o r l  
as bold an enemy as tlie spa~,ro\~~-ha\r l i  is to the111 
i r r  Europe, and ercn more dangerotrs, since ibs 
attacks arc izlade toward duulrt a t  a tiole heir tlte 
sparrow has retired for tile night, ancl is rot as 
xvide awake for v a y s  and irie:tns to escape. If 
our two cuckoos, the black-hilled and yellow-
billed syecies, conltl be inrlnceri to build tltcir 
nests within the city liniitn or in  our parks, we 
should gain in them two yery useful frietrtls, 
since they feecl upon hairy ceterpillars." Sl)ealring 
of a rerriedy for these pe::ts, Professor Riley 
says, " I t  SO happens. fortuuately, that thple is 
one thoro~ighly simple, cheap, ancl etEcacious 
remecl~applicable to all four of these tlee-rlepreda- 
tors. They all begin their work vcly murh at  
tlie same wason, or as sooil a i  the leares are fairly 
developed ; and arsenical ~iiixtures propc~rlp 
sprayed 0x1 the trees about the ~nicldle of hhy, 
and repeated once or twice a1 in~ervals of a to]t-

dations of tfte Dlianll and Jaugacla iiiscril,tio~~i of 
Asoka. by Prof. G. Bul~lcr, S'ieilna. Dr. Eurgeir, 
the Oirectol-general of the Archeo1ogic:tl surxet of 
Iiiilia, ic just fit~ishinq a \ o111n;e on thc h i n a ~ d \aii 
a i d  Jagga! tapt ta  StQpas. lilu.;t~.ated by more 
than fiftj collotype arid litl~ographic plates iind 
nutlierons woodcuts. i t  n-111 he lemeinbe~etl that 
the secontl 1)xi t of' tile !ate 3fr. Jatncs Fergacsoii's 
' Tree ant1 s e r p n t  n.or4il) ' no>^- out of pr i t~t)  
dealt wit11 the marble ic11111tt1rr33 hlought 1)y Col. 
C, diackrnzle and Sir \Lralter Elliot af, drfEcret~t 
time-, from t l ~ e  iLma~$vati 'Tope or Stripa, and 
wllieh arp now in the Brrtish uilnseuin. Dr. 
Burqrs- sl~eut some tiiue a t  ~2m1r:lvati immt7di- 
ate13 after tlie excaration of the site b) o ~ t l e ; ~of 
the 3Iadras gorernment. w21ere he nmde further 
researcheb, cirsco\ering about ninety flesli i.cull)- 
tures, atid for;rarded al?~)ui a : ~ a n d ~ e i l  and sighty 
slabs to the Madras goternment musputn, whicl: 
he also cnrcfully photoglaphecl. 011 the spot I?e 
lllade tiiany drat\-ings, ar~fl c q)i~t3 all the Pall 111-
scilpiions, .rrhich ale  nilmwous, and. tliouqh 
qhort, are of considerable n~tcrest. One in par- 
tlcular he di\covered, hearing the narlle of Pulu- 
m$>i, one oi the great Antlhra sorelrr3;n- of the 
secoltd centurj ,~ ~ h i c his of tho utmost \ alue in 
cleternlining tho age of tbc Tope. 'I he datc of 
the monument proves to he earlier by about a 
century and a half tlian JIr had eqti-VPI~LISSOII 
rnated it ; bnt this seems to he qolelj due to tlie 


