
THE International statistical institute held its 
first meeting at  Rome from April 12 to April 17. 
Among the clistinguis~recl scientists present nPre 
Sir Rawson W. Rawson of England, president of 
the institute ; Signor Bodio. director-general of 
statistics in  Italy ; Frofessor Xeumann.Spallart 
of Vienna ; Professor Levasseur of Paris : Pro-
fessor Wagner of Berliil ; DL Engel, fonnerly 
director of the Prussian statistical bureau ; Dr. 
Broch of Norway ; and M. LBon Say of Paris. 
I t  was resolved that the working r~lrmbers of the 
institute s l~or~ld be liniited to a hundred a,nd fifty, 
and they are to be chosen excl~isirely from those 
who make a special study of statiqtics, ancl take 
a real in t~res t  in them. 

One of the most inzportant payl"?r; presenteil was 
that of Dr. Engel. on "'Consnnlption a3 tlre meas- 
ure of the prosperity cif individuals, families, and 
nat,ions." The paper is tlescribed as elallorate 
and ingenious, and gave a valuation of tl-ie n~ini- 
mum cost of nlaintenance fronl birth to tile age 
of twenty-five. Dr. Engel ca1cr:lates that an in- 
fant cannot be nourisl~ed from birth to the end cf 
the first year ixt a less cost tban five pounds, ancl 
that hy the age of tjwenty-five each individual 
bas cost, in the way of' maintenance, not less than 
nearly three hundred ],or~nds. 

He also gave a statement of the eslirnatedshare 
of the earllings of a fanlily, contributed by eaoll 
rllember of it. The estimate is based on t h ~  cosl 
of maintenance of a family consisting of a father 
and mother, and six children under eleven years 
of age. Taking the total as  16.1, Dr. Ellgel's 
figures, representing the consu~nption of tlie clif-
ferent members, are these :-

The father. .............................. 3.5 

The mother.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........ 5.0 

One child eleven years old.. ............. 2.1 

One nine years OM.. ..................... 1.0 

Oue se\ren years old. .................... 1.; 

One five years old..  ...................... 1.5 

One three years old.. ................... 1.3 

One a year OM.. ........................ 1.1 


-.1\otal.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .18.1 


Dr. Kelrti of Hungary had a paper which con- 
firmed Dr. Engel's conclusions, though il  was 
written from a different point of view. Professor 
Ferraris of Italy read a paper on the niovenlent of 
the precious metals between Italy and other conn- 
tries, -a subject of peculiar interest to his conn- 
trjmen, in view of their recent snccessful return 
to specie payments, Mr. Robert Giffen argueil in 
favor of establishing a common measure of prices 
in  different countries. Blr. Bateman, of the Eng- 
lish board of trade, touched another important 

point when he presented the question of how to 
establish a better basis tban now exists for the 
comparison of the trade statistic3 of various 
countri~s. 

THE fo~lr th annual meeting of the Anlericarl 
historical association, and the second annual meet- 
in of the ilrnericall economic association, opened 
at  eight o'cloclr on Saturday evening, May 21, 
in Huntington hall, of the Institute of technology, 
Boston. Among the members of the associations 
present were Francis A. Wi~lker. Justin Winsor, 
Alfred Fmerton. Dr. F, W. Taussig, Prof. C. F. 
Dnnhar, alld Prof. \;Ir.TV. Good\v,in, of Harvartl ; 
Prof, A. T. Hadley of Yale : Profs. R. AT. Smith. 
I?. J. Goodnovv, E. b1. Smith, N. $1. Butler, and 
E. R A. Seligman, of Colurribia ;Prof. Alesancler 
Johnston of Princeton : H. C. Adatns and ex-
President A.  D, Wl!ite of Cornell ; Profs. E. J. 
James ancl C. J. Still6 of Philadelpilia : Profs. H. 
B. ildams and R,. T. Ely of Balti~liore ; Dr. Philip 
Schaff, Judge C, A. Peabocly, Hon. John Jay, and 
General Cullum, of New Porlr City. 

President TVallier's opening address was a brief 
analysis of the present industrial status. He 
folloived the developn~ent of thought with refer- 
ence to tlie manrral-laboriag class, ancl pointed out 
the sources of our present industrial troubles. He 
was most outspoken in condemnation of the boy-
cott and of the metllods of ille ilemagognes anlor~g 
the Knights of labor. IIis appeal for a re-asser-
tion of the spirit of American men and Arnrrican 
institutinns as against the methods of our inlt-ui-
grant population was forcibly stated, ancl was 
greeted with enthusiastic expressions of approval. 

President Winsor of tlie Historical society fol- 
lowed with a scholarly acldress on ihe ' Doon-
~xlentary sources of American history.' He told 
\\-hat had been done by Jared Sparlrs, Peter Force, 
anti George Bancroft for the collection ai~i l  pub-
licatior~ of state docnunents. He instanced the 
history of the Trurnbtili p?pers as evidence of what 
vis~ssitutes inlportant docuinents might be called 
upon to pass through. He cloqed with the prac- 
tical suggestion, that, hefore it is too late, the 
U. S government shoul~l establish some body, likr 
the EI~storical manuscripts conimission of Eug-
lanil, cllarged ~ i t h  the task of collating ancl pre- 
serving papers of value for the history of the de-
velopment of the political life and thought of the 
country. 

After the addresses a reception was tendered 
the members of ).both associations by the trustees 
of the Museum of fine arts, in that building. 
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On Monday, the W3d, both associations settled 
down to worlr. At the tnorni~ig session of the 
Historical association a rnost raluahle paper was 
presented hy Judge Mellen Chamherlain of Bos-
ton, on "The constitutional relations of the 
American colonies to tllc English :;orernruelit a t  
the co~ninencement of the American rerolntiou." 
Judge C!~atnherlain's argument was purely legal, 
and called forth from Professor Johnston of Prince- 
ton n few remarlts on the relation of the legal to 
the political argument in considerations of this 
sort. The other papers of this session were :Ilis-
torical grouping,' by Janies Scbonler ; .Diplomatic 
prelucle to the seven-years' war,' by H. E. SIiile ; 
and ' Silas Deane,' by Cllarles Ishanl. 

The corresponding session of the Eronornic as- 
sociation was devoted to the transportation 11roh-
lem, and developed many points of interest. The 
standing comniittee on transportation pi.esented 
a report wlnici~ iaclicated the plan of the worlc to 
be undertaken. Professor James of Philatlelphia 
gave an re ' s~~n~6  agitation forIiistorical of the 
national regulation of the railmags in the United 
States, and a notice of tile Wiiidonl report cf 1873, 
and t,he Cullunl report of 1886. The interstate 
comnlerce bill I1t3 regarded as tentative, but as a 
step in :he rio.11t clirection. 

Dr. Selignlan of Colainbia followed \\-it11 the 
most valuable paper of the session, on tlle 'Long 
and short haul clanses of? the federal rail\x7ay law.' 
Dr. Seliglnan entered minutely illto the subject of 
railway cllarges. and explained carel'uily nnci 
clearly the phrase ' what the traffic \ d l  bear.' 
After showing the differer~ce Iretm-een ditrcrential 
and preferential rates; the spealicr defended the 
former on grounds of pul~lic policy, while heartily 
condemning the latter. Dr. Seligman wt3.i very 
ealphatic in  his assertion, and very clear in his 
proof, that tlle charge for railway serrice shc:ild 
be Imsed, not on its cost, but on its ralue. Fro111 
this principle follow classificatio~~ ancl discrimina- 
tion. Dr. Seligtnan conclucled, ',Under a system 
of free competition among private railways, the 

inon Sterne, Esq., foliowecl with a paper on Euro- 
peal1 railroads, and an animated discussion en-
sued, participated in by Professor Hadley of Yale, 
Simon Sterne, and Edward Atkinson of Boston. 

In the afternoon both associations werc enter- 
tainecl at TT7ellesley college by the faculty and 
sfirtdents of that iiiztitt~tion. At the evening srs- 
sion of the Econon~ic association, 311'. Fraiilrlin 
H. Gi~I~lings,editor of TT'oI-?; ulzrl urnyes, olyereda 
philoso~~hicalpal)er on t l ~ e  'Sociological character 
of political economy.' Hon. John Jay read before 
the Historical association an essay on the ; Peace 
negotiations of 1783,' Dr. H. B. Adams gave an 
interesting acronnt of 12anlre's personality :tad 
~vorlr, ;jnd Dr. Francke of IIarvard cliscussed the 
' Parliatnentary experimelit in Germany.' 

~ ; O ~ ~ T A I X - ~ L I ~ I G I Y C .-Dr. L. Barkan of Brook- 
lyn has contributed an article to the A'eie~1; Ihri: 
~~tet l ical jo~cr~tnlon the acir antagea of mountain- 
cliu~biny. Ile iegarcls the pure nlountaili ail as 
one of the best of di>iiifecting agents. H P  says 
there ale floating in the air numberless germs, 
many of the111 of a l~alioful i~ntule  ; and it ~voula 
seen1 possii~le that the mjulious germs which, 
especially in : a r g ~  places, are recelred into the 
11un)ai1 organ:qnl, might L e rendcred innocuous 
by the oxygen of the air. and perhaps also 133 air-
currents acting in a utechanical way, while in 
s t a ~ n a n t  air -as, for esanlple, in a badly ren(i- 
iated apartment. where the exhalations from the 
lungs and $kin are constant,ly accumulating- 
there is less disinfectant action because of the 
diiilinishet-l quantity of oxygen. The best inbala- 
tioii ap~mratus. baths, and nleclicatnents. are of 
but teml~orarp value, if no conlpeusation is made 
for tile loss of ritalitr and of n~uscular tone, es- 
pecial!~ tliat of tlie lieart ancl vessels ; if the 
bloocl stasis in the glands and other organs does 
not jield to an increased i l o ~ ~ ,  ar.of blood in the 
teries and veins ; if the thinned blood does not be- 

principle of volume of service, or charging i ~ ~ h a t  canle thicker ancl nlore rich in alhninen; if the 
the traftic will bear, is the e n l ~  rational method 
calculatecl to gire the nlost efficient service and 
greatest profits. But the existence or possibility 
of the abuse of power requires tllc restriction of 
this unlimited liberty in tile public interest. The 
reconciliation of the railways and public interest 
can take place only through the inter11o:ition of 
public authority. The public authority iuust lay 
down the rule of equal treat:nent as tlie funda- 
nlental doctrine, hut must recognize the principle 
of ralue as a reason for departing froin the doc- 
trine ill indiridual cases. Omission of either duty 
necessarilp entails injustice or inefficiency." Si-

accamulating carbonic acid is not expelled by a 
more plentiful supply of oxygen ; if the f a t  de-
posited in the bodj- is not Inore rapidly oxidizecl ; 
and if the kidneys are not lnacle to act more eE-
ciently, All these effects are produced, according 
to Jacol~i, Loomis, Veit, Oertel, and other authori- 
ties, rnore certainly and more generally by nroun- 
tain-climbing than in any other way whatever. 
After several m7eelrs spent in mountain excursions, 
tile condit~ioi~of the patient is radically changed 
for tile better. There is an eIasticit,y of tlle nlental 
processtTs in place of the former hebetude ; will, 
thought, ancl irnpulse seem to move on wings ; the 


