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CO~IlililhLlrTAlVD CRITIC ISfiI. 

DR. ALBERTSHATVof the Xinneapolis Tribul~e, 
always a writer worth reading or1 economic snb- 
jects, prints in the current issue of the Contenz~~o- 
rurg review a very pract,ical article, entitled 'The 
American state and the Arilerican 111an.' The 
article was suggested by an in~ident~alrelnark 
made by Mr. George J.Goschen, now chancellor of 
the British exchequer, to the effect t'hat laissez- 
faire is the practical rule in  the United States, 
and state interference the, rare esception. Dr. 
Shaw discusses and comba.ts this assumption. I le  
says, first, that hli.. Gosclien's opinion is noL only 
generally entertained in England, hut y i l l  be al- 
lowed to pass unchal.lenged by the vast majority 
of intelligeiit Americans. To begin with, tcrissea- 
fccire is in harmony witil our independent, self- 
reliant cl~aracter as  a people. I t  is the tloctriiie 
imbibed by the young men of the country in 
school and college. But while professing to llold 
Itcissez-j'~ti?~edoctrines, the American does not 
fashion his practice i n  accordance with tbem. 
" He studies his polit-ical economy in a text-book 
of abstractions, ancl not in  the history of nations 
or the concrete conditions about him. Conse-
clnently he manages to  keep his economics and his 
practical politics as separate as some men do their 
religion and their busine~s, ancl Ile is just as nalre- 
ly unconscious of it." Two further observations 
are preliminary to  Dr. Shaw's main discussion. 
IVe callnot properly estimate the extent of stmate 
interference in a western state by checlting off 
correspondences on a catalogue of the various 
functions that have been assumed by the British 
government. Circunlstances must be considered 
in estimating the extent to  ~v l i i c l~  the state in- 
vades the domain of the indiviclual. Bad, sec-
ondly, it is not the functions of the general gov-
ernment, whtch touches the average citizen in so 
few points, tlrat should be taken as the basis of 
computation, bnt rather those of the state and 
local governments. 

Dr. Sllaw then examines the legislation of the 
3Iinnesota state legislature during the sixty-day 
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session of 1885. The number of laws that may 
be classed as instances of state intcrference is not 
only astoriishingly large, but the lawrs tlieliiseives 
(leal with the greateit variety of suhjrcts. Prom-
inent anlong thetn are the ' granger' l:\ws con- 
cerning railroad and elevator supel vision and 
control. Then come state loans ot seed-grain to 
farniels whose crops had been ruined by grass- 
liopprrs. Agricultural fairs mere subsidized and 
one hundred thout:and dollars nppropriaterl for a 
state fair-ground. Liberal exeniption laws enable 
the farmer to aroicl the payment of a portion of 
his debts. Dairy law5 protect the b~ztter-makers 
against artificial products, such aa butterine. New 
laws regulate alnrost every detail of tlie cattle 
industry. Even brands are registered and pro- 
tected by the state. Logging codes of n~iiiute 
detail regulate the lumbering trade. Inauranee 
companies, sakiogs banks, pharmacy, medicine, 
dentistry, and the oil trade are hrq)ervised and 
controlled. The fisll and game laws are minute 
and exhaustive. One enactlllent, specifies the 
rnaxiniuni toll to be exacted by a custom mill for 
grinding wheat ; another states R lien a dog niay 
be slain with inlpuaity ; another prescribes in  de- 
tail the character of the waiting-roonls which all 
railway companies must nllaintain at  their stop- 
ping-places. The part played bg- the state in  the 
matter of education is too well knonn to need 
mention, A bill mas introduced, and found con- 
siderable support, tvh~ch actually went so far as 
to  forb~d persons of opposite sex to  slrate together 
in a slrating-r~nli, or even to be on the flaor at the 
saLrle time. 

Dr. Sha~5- emphasizes the facat that bills of this 
character are passed by nlen who protess ad-
herence to laissex-fuire principles. But no con-
nection exists between their political philosophy 
and their votes. The proper cure for this anomaly 
tlie writer finds in unlimited state interference. 
'' Let it  be understood that it is within the legiti- 
mate province of tlie state to do any thing and 
every thing." The result would be more scientific 
law-making. Each new ploposition monld be 
carefully scrutinizeti, and would have to stand or 
fall on its on n merits. Whether Dr. Shaw's pro- 
posecl remedy is the best and speediest may be 



fairly questioned, bnt the cari~ful observer of 
current l?oIitics n ~ n s t  have noticed the increasing 
tenclency to turn to the legislature for anv thing 
and eT ery thing. I t  is time to call a halt, ancl i t  is 
the duty of our students of political science to de- 
termine for 11s I l o ~ i ~  Thethis may best he clone. 

question is ~.io~.tby 
of their most careful study. 

THC FAITH-CURE and the miail-cure are a t  the 
present time attracting a great (leal of popular 
attention ;and almost daily, cures are announced, 
under this treatment, of perscbils n.110 hare, under 
all other methods, remained chronic intalids. It 
is not to be wondered at,  that phj sicians denounce 
this treatment as charlatat~isni, bat it was hardly 
to be expected that one of the most potent argu- 
ments against the valiclity of its claims should 
come from one of the clerg?. In  a recent sernlon 
on this subject, Rev. E. C. Rap of Hytle Park, 
Ill., says, .'Apparent cures are often followed bp 
a relapce, temporal3 i ~ n ~ ~ r o ~ e r n e i ~ t  by perlnanent 
decline. From reported cases of cure we lllust 
decluct many of unreported relapse : i t  is not in 
human nature. when a wonderful cure has been 
published abroad. to follow it up with an account 
of the relapse coming afterward. %fibtaken di- 
agnosis accounts for niany supposed cures. P 1 i ~ -
sicians often. patients more often, lntstake the 
nature of a dinease. Temporary swellings are 
called malignant tumors or cancers (thus cancer- 
cloctors get their reputations) : hysteria simn-
latea almost every other disease, so a* to itereire 
even the n ~ o s t  elect of doctors ;itjspepsin produces 
symptoms of heart-disease or other deailly illness. 
There can be no qliestion that a large proportion of 
faith-cures and mind-cures, arid a considerable 
proportion of cases under cirdinary nicilical treat- 
ment, are cases of iuistalren diagnosis, l l ~ c  disease 
being less se:io:~s in its nature than mas snpposecl. 
illistaken prognosis accounts for many c:rses ; 
mistake as to what \.-onld be the outcoine of the 
<?isease if no curative methorls were employed. 
It is a truth seldom recognizetl by patientq, tl loagl~ 
well known to physicians, that in most cases not 
hopelessly fatal from the start, there is from 
the start a strong tendency t o ~ ~ a r dieco, ery. 
Dr. Austin Flmt, Sr., than whom perllalis no 
abler physician has lived in this land, aim-ays 
urgctl upon his students the truth that not drugs, 
but vis nzeclicat?+ix.r~cttzcrae,the healing-power of 
nature. is the means of recovery. The wise phy-
sician ancl nurse seldom attempt Inore tlran 

gently and hu111l)ly to assist Saturc in  her cura- 
tive processes. Let rue adcl the statenlent of n 
couriction derived f I oin sonie years of such close 
scrutina of n~rdical  practice of various sehools 
a3 a pastor has good opportunitv for, -a ron-
victtion agreed to, I think, by most physicians, 
The benefit of rurdicine is often not its direct ac- 
tion upon the disease or upon the bocly, but its 
action 11po11 the minil. and through that upon the 
nervous systeiil and the wliole body, sti~nnlating 
faith, hopc, expectatton cf recovery, good cheerp 
m-11ich are probably natirre's nligbtiest reinedial 
assistants " 

Tar: FIRST EDITION of Dr. Ortorl's !)I-t'linllilla~'~-
rcport 011 natural gas and oil in Ohlo wai 'x-
halisted ~n a fern uionths, and the pnbhcation of 
1Be final or coinplete rcport on the oil and gas of 
Ohio having been still further, though, ronsitler- 
ing the rapid deselopments still in ptogreic, per-
haps nat unxvisrly, drlajeil by lrgislative action, 
Professor Orton has .jtist issued a secorlcl cdition, 
with a supplement, ihoming the ma1 xcl lo~~s re-
salts accon~plished ctaring the last year (1886). 
The extreme activity in drilling deep wells in all 
portions of the state. and especially in western 
Ol~io, 11-ill make this year a l s  ays menlorable In 
tlie history of OIiio grology. The esploratior~s of 
no single )ear herratter can make additions of 
equal calue to our Irnou7lectge of the stratigraphy 
of the state. The leading facts have no\v bten 
established ; and we k n o ~  the order from onix 
thousand to tn o thousand feet helow tlie sut face 
in e17erp portion of the state as \\-ell as we do the 
arrangenicnt of the itratn on the surface. The 
vltal relat~onof  the production of oil :~nd ga5 to 
the geological strtlcture is u,r!l eseuipSiHrd 111 the 
fact , now xhoroughl~ cita'11ished. - that tl~rtitlgb- 
out western Ohio ant1 eastern Indiana eoely in]- 
portant cas-well has pierced tllc Trenton ime-
stone at  R clel)th not t.xceeding folir l~tmdred feet 
belo,\ sea-le\ el, ant1 that et  er> s11cce-sfut oil-\tell 
has reacl~ed the san~e  ilorizotl a t  a point less than 
f i ~e 1;uadred feet h r b w  tide : in  otl.er xvordk, the 
conto.lr- of' the Trenton l~nes tone  are the all-im- 
portant element to be ccnsldeled in locntitig nrm 
nell., and they can only he ileteimine 1 by clrilhng. 
I t  11'1s been demonstraterl that the Trenton lt131e- 
stone. ~vhicll has been I~eretoiore suppoicd not t ~ )  
coine to the surfact, in Ohto. is aehtalij exposed 
in the bed of tlte Olrio River above Cinclo~lati. In  
a o r t h c ~ n  Ohio the Utica and Hntjson Xivt.r sIiaIes 
h a t e  the normal charac'ter and thickness of thobe 
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formations in New Yoilr : but toward the south 
the\ become gradually rnore calcareuus, and the 
U t ~ c salso becomes thinner, and fails to reach the 
Ohio River ; the Hudson River series overlapping 
it, and reposing directly upon the Trenton. The 
lower Helderbtrg series, whlc)~ liac been Eiereto- 
fore assigned a total thickness of one hundred 
feet, is pro\ ed to me +sure five htlntlred, possibly 
six hundred fee!. ancl to include all the beds in 
Ohio fornleri y reterreil to the Salina and 01lskany 
groups. The Cincinnati ur~lift, forrl~erly suppoied 
to have a nort':-ea.telly trend, is sl~own to run 
almost due no~thiiri  riotthern Ohio. and to send 
off an important hrar~cii through north-eaqtern 
Indiana ; and ~t is along this brnnch that the im- 
p o ~ t a n tdiscoveries of oil and gas in Indiana have 
been rrrade. The best gas-well6 of uortll-western 
Ohio are now yielding fro111 f i ~  e 111illion to fifteen 
million cubic feet each daily, and the oil-procluc- 
tion for the entire field exceeds fourteen thousand 
barrels daily at  the precent tin~t,. The extrnt and 
rapid~ty of the cle~c~lop~nent ot the new districts 
are well shown in the statement that the Lima 
field alone now contains four hundred an4 trr-enty- 
four producing oil-m~11 .. an at  erage of ntore than 
one new n ell per da j  since tlie first disroverp. 

THE SUGGESTION of Captain Bsitlett, chief of 
the U. S. hydrographic office, lliat an inter-
national con! cntion he ~alle.1 for the purpose of 
assigning dlffereat portions of the ocean to each 
nlariti~ve nation, will probabl~ be favorably con-
wlered by congress. I t  is belieled that this 
~ar~ulclprevent casualties at sea by ships I unning 
into floating derelicts. Captain Bartlett sa j s  in 
his report, "Each natxon ~voulcl pat101 its or3 n 
poltion of the ocean for the ympose of ton~ing In 
or destroying all obstacles. Frequent reports are 
rec:i\eil ot ships rurtning info these tlelehctq, anil 
the number lost from tbls cause may he conuider- 
able. I f  ship~nasters felt that erel j  atten~ljt  n7as 
be~ng made by civ~liretl go\ ernnients to clear the 
ocean of these clan~ers, t l~eir  anxieties. nhich are 
sufficiently great from pnrely natural causes. 
would be materially relie\ ed." 

THE I-'OSITlOiV OF EE'lIl;\r PASHA. 

about thid time. The numl?er of his adherents 
incleascd rapidly, ancl belief in him was strength- 
ened by tire failurc.of several Egyptian expeditions 
to captnre him. In  an encounter with the Egyp- 
tian troops he Ibraved their guns, and so the belief 
in his invnlnerableness ??-as established. The 
Egyptian government failed to understand the 
seriousness of this movenient, though it was fre- 
quently warnrcl by Emin Bey, the governor of the 
equatorial province. The Arabs and Dongolans, 
who had been masters of these countries before 
tiler were conqnereil by tlie Egg ptians, joined the 
fana t~c  adherents of the Jfahdi, and soon the 
nlovenlriit had spread over the whole country. 
The go1 ernment, which had only by the greatest 
efforts sncceeclrd in silbduing the revolt of Soli-
Illan Pasha in 1878-80, was powerless against the 
3falidi. He retreated before an expedition sent 
froin I<liartunr, to the southern parts of Kordo- 
fan, ancl in December, 1881, vancluished the muclir 
of Fashode At this time tile serious disturbances 
cansed by Arabi-Pasha threatened to overthrow 
the Egyptian government, and delayed further 
action againat the Rlalidi. Thu's the nnmher of 
111s adherents increased rapidly, and within a short 
time he con~mandecl a large army. I t  is not 
necessary to db~ell upon such events as the de- 
struction of the Eg) ptian army, Gordon's defence 
of the Sudan, the final fall of Khartnm, and 
Gortlon's death. 

In 1878 Emin Paslia lvas appointed governor of 
the ecluatorlal province by C+eneralGordon. When 
he entered upon hic3 duties, the country was in a 
general state of war. Only the banks of the Nile 
bejond Laclo, the d~strict of the Xvutan Nsige, 
a n l  the c o u n t r ~  rnhabited by the Shuli, were 
quiet. Nubian slavers invaded the country and 
captilred slaves n-itllout tneeting resistance. Emin 
succeeded in driving the111 out of the country ant1 
gatl~ering the scattered natives into their villages. 
Uncler his peaceful gove~nrnent rn:iny roads were 
built. ant1 the cattle, the most valuable posse~sions 
of the cliqtrict, increased in number. He iatro- 
duceil new manutdctu~es and the culture of new 
plaitts, ancl thus impro\ecl the procince, wh~ch  in 
1882 yielded an incorrire of $40,000, derived from 
taxes, while formerly it hat1 an annual deficit of 
from ,$100,000 to $200,000. 

At a time \\lien the Egyptian govelnment did 
ilot understand the seriousness of the chsturbances 
cauqed by the Mahdi, Emin called attention to 
the imltlinent danger, but his xvarnings mere dis- 

IT was In July, 1881, 1,hat JIoha~nrned A c l ~ n ~ e d  r e ~ d r ~ l e d .  In  Aprll. 1852, during his xlsit to 
of Dongola. a. carpenter, who h:tcl 11ved for some Rlrn~turn, he offered treat personally ~ v ~ t h  to the 
time as a hermit on the E51and ot Ahain the LVhite RIahdi, and to llse his personal influence and hi<, 
Nlle, declared he mas the ' Jlahcli,' the prophet acquaintance with tlie persons to L~rlng about a 
whose arribal is expectt~d by the Mohanlrnedans l r ~ o d l ~ sliililiendi bet ween the parties. His offer, 


