
the same privilege, but mas forestalled by the 
French delegates, owing to the perseverance of 
MM. c3e Mouy and de i\Ionttiolon. Whether 
French or American workers do the worlr, mat- 
ters little : the essential thing is, that i t  be well 
done and profitable to archeology. 

A recent paper rend a t  a meeting of the Bio- 
logical society spoke at  length cf {.he possibility 
of obtaining glass or crystal lenses thiclr enough to 
resist a pressure of a thousand atmospheres. In  
order to stutfg de vim the influence exerted on 
aninlals by high pressures. i t  Tvas desired to fix 
in an iron or steel apparatus a, lens allowing a 
constant supervision of what was going on inside. 
Quartz was first used, but it could not withstand 
more than four or five hundred atmo~pl~eres. 
Then glass was used, and also a different manner 
of securing it. The results were very good. By 
means of the leather half-cjlinder used in hy- 
draulic presses, the glass lens was aerv n ~ l l  held 
a,nd made fast, ant1 ttie lens itself (fifteen rnilli- 
metres thick and forty in diameter) supported a 
pressure of a tl,ousantl atmospheres without the 
slightest inconvenience. 

The first two numbers of the dlznales de l'ils- 
stitzct Pastezcr have been published, under Pro- 
fessor Duclaux'ii dii.ection. They contain much 
good material. In  the first number there is an 
interesting letter from Pasteur, concerning anti- 
rabic inoculations in general. The second num- 
ber contains a paper by %I. Roux 011 culture-
methods for antirnbic tnicrobes, which will be of 
use to many. Dr. Gamalei'a lias contributed a 
long and very interesting paper on paralytic rabies, 
sllowing that this form of the Oisease, considered 
uncorntnon. and believed by &I. Peter to result 
only from experimental sables, is in fact common, 
and has been frequently met with by himself and 
others. 

The vine-grorvevs of Algeria are now ~eliously 
troubled by the desl>ruction caused in their vine- 
yards by an insect, dltica ampelopllaga, which 
threatens to become a curse, very troilblesome, 
but less dangerous tllan phj lloxera lias been to 
continental vinegalds. This insect is becoming 
very nunierous. and its effects are considerable 
already. In some places more than a third part 
of the whole production is destroyed by it. I t  
feeds 011 grape-vir?e lewv's only. eating tlienl as 
fast as they appeal., and ultimately killing the 
vine. it is a very prolific insect, giving over 
five generations in a single summer, nluch is to be 
feared from it. During tlie winter it hides in re- 
cesses under tlie bark of' trees, under dead leaves, 
in the earth, etc. Wany metl~ocls have heentested 
to deqtroy ~ t ,but tllose that are good cost too 
much. This 1)lngue has been long lrno\vrl in  

Spain. In mediaeval times public prayers were 
ordered in Andalusia when the insects became 
too numerous. I t  is unnecessary to say that no 
results whatever were noticed. and even Catholic 
Spain now deerus it  better policy to try and fight 
the plague without asking for supernatural aid. 

At a recent meeting of the Biological society, 
31. Ch. Ozanain presented a paper on the use of 
carbonic acid as an anaesthetic. The carbonic 
acid, mixed with air, is inhaled. The anaesthesia 
so induced is a very complete one, without danger, 
and may last a long time, &I.Ozanam has used 
this method in operations on man, and is quite 
satisfied with the result. These facts have been 
confirmed by AT. Grihant. I t  must be noticed 
that the anaesthetic properties of carbonic acid 
have long been Irnown. Carbonic acid was rnost 
likely the first anaesthetic used. as it  has bee11 
surmised that the anaesthesia induced by the phy- 
sicians of ancient Egypt and Greece was due to 
the carbonic acid evolved by the contact of vine- 
gar and marble. 

AI. E. BBrillon has recently published an excel- 
lent little book giving an accurate account of 
Paul Bert's work in physiology. I t  is equally 
readable for scientists and the general public.. 
The principal results of M. Bert's work in th? vari- 
ous branches of physiology are ana l~zed  and ex-
plained in a very clear ailcl correct manner, and a 
list of his ptincipal contributions i? appended. 
h new medical paper lias just been started by 

Professor Grancher of the Paris medical school. I t  
is the Bzd7eti?z medical. and is expected to prove a 
success. Medical papers are generally of little 
value in France, save, of course, those which con- 
tain oiilv original matter. The papels inlended to 
keep practitione~s well posted upon the progress 
of n~eclical science are very incomplete. None 
can compare with the Lancet or British medical 
jour?lal, or wit11 the best American papeis. Many 
of then1 are wort11 notlling, and it is a wonder 
they contr~xe to live. The Bullet in lwdicnl has 
correspo~lclentsabroad in great number, and con-
tains a great deal of matter in the shape of origi- 
nal contributions, chenlical lectures, revie\%-s of 
books anrl scientific papers, society transactions, 
etc. I t  is published twice a weelr. V. 

I'alib, \larch 9. 
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Asin.  


The Russians and the English ale equally eal- 
nest11 engaged in exploring central Asla. Mr. A. 
D. Carey of the Bombay c i ~ i l  service 1s now mak- 
ing a journey of considerable intere~t .  Nature 
says, "Mr. Carey left India in May, 1885, and 



inarchect through Ladalr into northern Tibet 
(ChingtQn) as far as the Mangtsa Lalre, and then 
struck northward. descending on the plain of 
Turkestan, near Kiria. He tllrls trarerseol oLer 
three h u n d r ~ d  miles of conntrq t\ hich had never 
before been \kited by a Eulopean. The :rltiturles 
on thiq section of the journey mere always very 
qreat, the traclr running ust~allv a t  about sixteen 
thonsnnd feet above the sea, while one, a t  least, of 
the passes cros-ed. 11 as calculatet'l to reach nine-
teen thonsand feet. Aiter a stay at Kiria and 
Khotan, the IChotan Ricer was followed to it5 
jnnct~on with the Tarit11 ; the route then la) along 
the latter ri\  er to Sai~lr ,  and then across a fitretch 
of desert to Shkh-Yaland Kuclllir. Flonl the 
latter place the T a ~ i n l  was follocved dotxn to a 
point where it  turns southrvard ton ards Lake 
Lob. Fron~ this point t l ~ e  town., ot Kurla and 
KSrgstaber were v~sited, and about the end of the 
year the Tarinr was strucli again and tracked 
down to Lob-Nor. Thus the whole length of the 
Tarim has heen exploled. The country along its 
banks is describer1 as flat and reedy. and the 
people extremely poor and ~niserable. Nr. Carey 
pitched his camp tit the village of ('1iAltlik. some 
distance south of the lake, and close to the foot of 
the great range of nlolrntains which forms t l ~ e  
ilorthern scary of the Tibetan hig,hlanols. On 
April 30, 1886, Mr. Carep started from this \il- 
Iage on a journey eouthmarcl into Tibet, over a 
pas& in the Alt\ n Tag11 range, and onward by a 
track occasionally used bi the Kalmnclzs. Since 
t h ~ sstart, no th~nq  has been llearcl of 31r. Carey, 
but it  is presumed, that ,  after spending L ~ Psum-
mer and auturlln in travelling over tlie elevated 
region. he has returned to Turliestan to \+inter." 

Stanley's exped~tion a r ~ ~ r e c l  ofa t  the n ~ o ~ i t l ~  
tile Kongo on Marc11 18. According to -Vot?tre, 
Stanley, on 1114 arrival a t  Stanlej Falls n ith the 
first contingent of his exped~tion, about 250 men. 
will yrocepd at once to Entin Paqha, without wail- 
ing for the reit of his p a ~ t y .  Xo doubt he \\,ill he 
re-enforced hp some of Tippo's n ~ e n .  The tl~aiii 
body will follow as soon as tlie steamers are able 
to land them all a t  Stairley Falls, but f i ~ ta camp 
will be established, a t  sotnr distance fiom the 
Falls. as a baae of operat1on5. 

The reports pnhl~shetl b -  the Kongo association 
oil the state ot affa~rs on tl,e upper Kongo ale a 
s:rong contrast \\ i th letlers published b j  the Paris 
geographical society. Some details on the loss of 
the Stanley Falls station are giren, and the fear is 
expresiecl that tlie A r a b  might attack the Ban- 
galla s tat~oa.  Besides, tlie ~ntercourse on both 

the natives attacking the caravans. It is probable 
that Stanley's negotations with Tippo-Tip may 
leacl to the establishment of friendly relations he- 
twem the Arabs and the Kongo Free State. The 
latest news says that Tippo-Tip is to be appointed 
chief of the Stanley Falls station. 

Lieutenant Baert, wlio explored the Mongalla. 
states that a t  the farthest point reached by him it 
is only thirhy feet wide and four or five feet deep. 
This place is very near Junker's Ali-Kobo, on the 
\TiTellc. Raert's htatement shows plainly that the 
Mongalla is not the lower cour*e of any one of the 
r i ~ e r s  the sources of n-hich Rere explo~ed hy 
Junlrer, hut that its dtainage area is a small 
0118. 

Dr. Zinteraff, who visited West Africa a few 
jears ago, lras been commissioned by the German 
povern~nent to  explole the river system of the 
Cameroon districts in the little steamer Nachtigal. 
He intend? to visit the Canleroon Mountains. As 
lalge y~~anti t ies  of raoutcbouc ale said to be ob- 
tained there, he will be accomp~tnied hy an ex- 
pert in that material. 

America. 

I t  tnust be regretted that congress failed to ap- 
propriate the money dernaa$ed for a survey of 
the boundaries between Alaska and the British 
possesslonq, and between the south-western terri- 
tories and Wexico. Besides its being desirat~le 
flom a scientific ~ ~ o i n t  xiew. it  is practically of of 
great importance. The disco~ery of rich yold-
deposits near the bounclary I-retc\.eert Btitisll Colnm- 
bia and Alaska may furnish grouncls tor another 
qua~re l  hetween the United States and Canacla. 
The boundary, as defined by the treaty w ~ t h  Rus-
sia, follo\rs the smnn~l t  of the mountains situated 
parallel to the coast as far as lormgitude 141° west, 
and is in no place more than thirty nautical miles 
from the coast-line. Ot course, this definition is 
very vague, ancl disputes between Anierican and 
Canadian miners may he expected !f tlie surrey 
is not soon ~indertaken. 

Mr. A .  XcArthnr's r~rospects of being succ3ess-
fnl  in his enterprise of reaching tlie north pole are 
not very promising. I le  left \TTinnipeg only a 
few \vrck? ago on the way to liudson Bay. A 
ierv da?s ago his companion returned to Winni- 
peg. having left 11im to go on alone. Keverthe-
less. McArthnr nlay do good scientific work in 
Hudson Bag, it he resolves to confine himself to 
researches in that region. 

According to the Dagblarl of Copenhagen, the 
population of northern Greenland, about the end 

shores of Stanley Pool 14 s a ~ dto he intcrruptecl 1 ) ~  of 1885, was 4,414 (2,119 111ales and 2,285 females); 



that of southern Greenland, 5,500 (2,557 males 
and 2,943 females). The increase of population 
in 1885 was 86 in the northern and 31 in the 
southern part. The slo\\, but steady increase forms 
a favorable contrast to the rapid decrease in the 
Engli5l.i and American parts of arctic America. 
The Danish government takes care of the natives, 
who fully repay the outlay of the government by 
the produce of their hunting and fisheries. The 
Englibh and Americans, Ihough they claim the 
country, leave them to tlie meicg of xvhalers and 
traders, whose disastrous influei~ce will destroy 
them within a short tin~e. 

The whalers who arlnually visit Batfin Bay 
state that the enormous mass of land-ice which, in 
1884, extended from the shore of BaEn Land to 
a distance of about sixty miles, did not give may 
until the summer of 1886. The ships were unable 
to approach the coast from Cape Bo15 en to Cape 
Searle for three years. After the ice had broken 
up, whales were fonncl in great numbers in Cum- 
berland Sound and near Cape Mercy, ~ i ~ h i l e  in the 
previous years hardly any were nlet w ~ t h  on these 
grounds. 

-VOTES AND ATETYX. 

THE U. S. coast survey lost one of its most 
capable assistants recently by the death of Mr. 
Garlisle Terrj,  Son., who died at  his llouie i n  Co- 
lumbus, Ga. Mr. Terry was a young man of great 
promise, and his kvorlr on the Pacific coast during 
the past winter had been most successful, being 
highly connnended b - ~  the authorities a t  Wash- 
ington. 

-A llalibut weighing thirty-four pounds and 
measuring forty-one inches in length was cap- 
tured recently in the loxver Potomac, near 
Colonial Beach. This is the first aathentic case of 
a halibut in fresh water. Hitherto it  was sup- 
posed that the vicinity of Long Island was the 
extreme southern liinit of the habitat of this fish. 
The specinlen caught in the Potonlac has been pre- 
se r te~ lin alcollol b j  the Smithsonian institutioa, 
and a cast has been made and placed on exlnbi- 
tion in the national museum. 

-Three fine specinlens of carp have been 
caught in a net in the lower Potomnc, one weigh- 
ing over seven pounds. The fish commission have 
preserved these fish in their large aquaria a t  
Washlngtou. S e \ ~ r a l  white-fish and h a ~ s  were 
also taken in the same locality. These ale evi- 
dences of the good results attained by the U. S. 
fish commission in the propagation of food-fishes. 

-The gem-colleclioa in the national Inuseurn 
has just been enriched by theaddition of t l ~ e  pearls 
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and diamonds given to President Van Buren by 
the I n ~ a u n ~  Muscat. These valuableof jewels 
hare been ljing in the vaults of the treasury for 
nearly forty years, and were previously on ex- 
hibition in  the patent office ; but some of them 
were abstracted, and they were placed in the 
treasury vaults. There are one hundred and fifty 
pearls and one hundred and six diamonds, the 
latter aggregating twenty-one carats in weight. 

-Plof. C. V, Riley, the entomologist of the 
agricultul al depal tn~ent ,  has gone to California 
to ink estigate 1 arious matters which have been 
demanding the attention of his bureau for some 
time. His special rnisslon is to intestigate the 
Coltony cushion scale, an insect imported from 
Australia, which is doing immense damage to 
the citrus-orcharils of California. 

-The new naval observatory, for which con-
gress appropriated $100,000 several years ago, is 
to  be built in the near future, Mr. Richard M. 
Hunt  of New York has been appointed architect 
of the building. Contracts for the work on the 
observatory will be made, and the building opera- 
tions will shortly begin. 

-The second spring meeting of the Indiana 
acadenly of sciences wid1 be held on &lay 19 and 
20, 1887, at the ' Shades of Death,' near Wave- 
land, Montgomery county, Ind. This place is 
situated on the banks of Sugar Creek, which 
here passes through a deep gorge cut in the sub- 
carboniferous sandstone. 

-The Marine laboratory of the Johns Kopkins 
university l ~ a s  been opened at  Nassau, New Pro1 i-
dence, West Indies, under the direction of Dr. TV. 
K. Broolcs. 

-The Harkarc1 natural history society, having 
for a number of years been in a particularly dor- 
n ~ a n tstate, has recently, by the energetic work of 
its president, Mr. Nolan, sprung into life again. 
Under its auspices there will be a series of weekly 
lectures. or rat l~cr  talks, a t  the society's rooms. 
upon t l ~ e  local fauna and flora. The first of the 
course is announced for March 30, to Ihe deliveied 
by 31r. Samuel Garman, upon the reptiles of 
3Iassachnsetts. Other talks will follow, on tlie 
Wednesday exeaing of each xveck, by Nr.  S. H. 
S c u d d ~ r  on butterflies. Dr. J. S. Kingsley 011 

cinstacea, Mr. James Emerton 611 Spiderq, Mr. 
Willianl Rremster on biidi, and others not yet 
annom~ced. 

-Mr. TTrllliarn H. Dall of the Smithsoninn in- 
stitution has just retuined from a trip to Florida. 
emlracing a trip up the Caloosahaclree River, 
where he went in search of fossils. His trip was 
n~os tsuccessful. I'liis deposit was firft disco~ered 


